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Dr. Gregory P. Bach, D.O., F.A.A.I.M., P.C.

• Board Certified
Family Medicine

• Board Certified
Integrative Medicine

• Board Certified
Addiction Medicine

• Congressional medical advisor 
to Congressman Joseph Pitts and Senator Rick Santorum for 
the Lyme Disease Initiative Act.

• Founding Board Member of ILADS the International Lyme 
and Associated Disease Society.

• Member of the Advisory Panel for Glaxo-Wellcome on
Lyme disease.

• Board member for the Pennsylvania Chapter of the Lyme 
Disease Association.

• Board member of American Board of Integrative Medicine.

• Honorary Chairman of the NRCC Physicians Advisory
Board for the United States Congress.

Lyme Disease Symptoms
1. Unexplained fever, chills, sweats
2. Unexplained weight changes—gain/loss
3. Fatigue, tiredness, especially around 3 p.m.
4. Chronic sore throat/sinus infection
5. Unexplained swollen glands
6. Testicular/pelvic pain
7. Unexplained menstrual irregularity
8. Irritable bladder/dysfunction
9. Sexual dysfunction/loss of libido
10. Stomach problems
11. Constipation/diarrhea
12. Chest pain
13. Shortness of breath/cough
14. Heart palpitations/racing/slowing
15. Joint pain, swelling, comes & goes
16. Muscle pain/cramps
17. Headaches
18. Neck creaks/cracks/stiffness
19. Stiffness in the joints or back
20. Tingling, numbness
21. Burning/stabbing sensation
22. Bells palsy
23. Double or blurry vision/floaters
24. Light sensitivity
25. Ringing/buzzing in ears, sound sensitivity
26. Dizziness, poor balance, motion sickness
27. Light headedness
28. Confusion, difficulty thinking
29. Difficulty with concentration
30. Short term memory loss
31. Disorientation, getting lost
32. Speech—think one thing, another word
comes out
33. Mood swings, irritability, depression, crying
for no reason
34. Nightmares, night sweats
35. Do you feel like dying?
36. Have you seen multiple doctors without
success?
37. Do people say you are a hypochondriac/
do they say it’s all in your head?

DR. GREGORY PAUL BACH, D.O., F.A.A.I.M., P.C.
670 Mill Road • Hamburg, PA 19526

By Appointment Only
610-488-8030 • Fax 610-488-8048

Dr. Bach is the Recipient of
NRCC Gold Medal

and Doctor of the Year Award
from the U.S. Congress
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By Lenny Rudow

Seasonal Extension

“hooked on fishing”

See Rudow Page 5

By the time you read this, our meat-
and-potatoes fall fishery in the Chesa-
peake Bay—stripers, of course—is 
essentially a memory. And for most 
of us, it’s not a good memory. Thanks 
to the fall monsoon season of 2011, 
many areas of the Chesapeake offered 
fishing which was something less than 
stellar. Way less. Lucky for us, here in 
Maryland we can keep taking aim at 
stripers merely by shifting gears, and 
heading for saltier waters.

A relatively warm fall has held up 
the striper migration, and the large 
migratory fish have been running 
a little late. That means that there’s 
a good chance we’ll be able to find 
stripers from Ocean City south all 
along the coast later than usual. And 
thank goodness, the coastal waters 
weren’t riled and ruined to nearly the 
same degree as the bay waters were. 
What if the mercury plummets and 
those stripers keep right on migrating? 
Don’t worry; a slightly longer trip to 
Virginia waters, either at the mouth of 

the bay and the CBBT or to Virginia 
Beach, should do the trick unless wa-
ter temperatures drop down below the 
low 40’s. Of course, with coastal fish 
the main question is always whether or 
not they’re within the three mile lim-
it—beyond this distance from shore, 
stripers are protected by federal law.

Thankfully, the hottest area for 
winter striper fishing is often right at 
the CBBT. No wonder, considering 
that this 21 mile long chain of cause-
ways, islands, and pilings is located 
right where the Atlantic’s salty waters 
collide with the mouth of the Chesa-
peake Bay. Note that the Virginia 
Chesapeake Bay season is set to shut 
down at the end of the year, but the 
coastal season which includes waters 
just outside of the CBBT continues 
on. Also note that the waters here can 
be plenty rough, especially during 
the winter months, and small boat 
anglers may get shut out if the seas 
kick up when you plan on fishing. So 
remember, always consult the weath-
erman often and attentively, before 
you hook up the trailer and make the 
drive down here.

Anglers heading for this area 
should make a conscious decision to 
either go for numbers, or size. Both 
hordes of smaller fish and plenty of 

honest-to-goodness cows will usually 
be around during much of the winter, 
but targeting them often requires very 
different tactics. Light tackle anglers 
who enjoy jigging have it easy: most 
seasons, they can simply look for birds 
and cast or jig around them. TIP: If 
you plan to fish this way, get yourself a 
strong pair of gyro-stabilized binocu-
lars. Yes, I know a decent pair costs 
around a thousand bucks. But they 
allow the magnification to be ramped 
up to 12 or even 14X—which means 
that in decent conditions you’ll be able 
to spot birds from 5 or 6 miles away! 
Compare that to less than a mile with 
the naked eye or two to three miles 
with regular marine binoculars (as-
suming it’s calm enough to use them 
in the first place) and you should be 
able to see why I consider these even 
more important than having a fish-
finder, when chasing after working 
birds. What do you do if no birds are 
in the air? Head for the bridge pilings, 
and cast as close as possible to them 
with jigs and bucktails.

If you rig up with heavy jigs and 
drop below the masses of fish, you 
may encounter some larger stripers. 
Generally speaking, 30” to 40” fish 
are considered “big” when you’re 
jigging in this situation. But to target 
the real cows, leave the light tackle at 
home and come armed with 30 to 50 
pound gear and a cooler full of eels.

No one can say why, but for some 
reason, extremely large fish have a 

Captain Mitch Quillen
410-708-4005 - www.catch22sportfishing.com

Docked at Kentmoor Marina, Kent Island, Maryland

Sportfishing

41’ Custom
Trolling & Bottom Fishing for 
Rockfish • Mackeral • Blues 

Flounder • Croaker

Booking 
Now For 

Spring 2012

The author, with a average-sized 
schoolie you’ll find jigging under 
the birds.

tough time turning down a wiggling 
eel. Fished near the Cement Ships, the 
pilings between Fisherman’s Island 
and the Inner Middle Grounds, and the 
First Island, eels are a killer on 40”-
plus fish. But the “normal” method 
of fishing eels here is nothing at all 
like the way we do it in Maryland’s 
Chesapeake. Here, you’ll need bob-
bers. Yes, bobbers—the standard rig 
consists three or four ounces of lead, 
a bobber large enough to support it, 
and a five foot fluorocarbon leader of 
50 to 80 pound test snelled to a 9/0 to 
10/0 hook. Slide the hook in through 
the eel’s lower jaw and out through 

Oakland, Md. - The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
closed the 2011 black bear hunting season at 9 p.m. today with hunters reporting 
65 bears to mandatory check stations in Western Maryland. DNR opened the 
season Monday, October 24 in Garrett and Allegany counties.

“Maryland’s black bear hunters enjoyed another safe and successful hunting 
season,” said Harry Spiker, Game Mammal Section Leader for DNR’s Wildlife 
& Heritage Service. “The cool, mild weather during the first two days kept 
hunters in the woods and helped DNR meet its management goal in four days.”

The average live weight of the bears taken this year was 154 pounds. Colton 
Lucas, 12, of Kitzmiller, Md., took the largest bear of the season, a 376 pound 
male.

The hunt by the numbers:
65 bears taken
59 from Garrett County, 6 from Allegany County
154 lbs. average 

weight
69% of the bears 

were taken on private 
land

533 hunters par-
ticipated in the hunt 
and 3,915 hunters 
applied for a permit

55% of the success-
ful hunters were resi-
dents of Garrett and 
Allegany counties

For more informa-
tion about Maryland’s 
black bears visit dnr.
maryland.gov/wild-
life.

Maryland Black Bear hunt was a success



 4 www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com December / January 11/12

FISHING

HUNTING

REGULARS

Seasonal Extension by Lenny Rudow		  	 Page 3

Return to the Classic by Tim Sherman			  Page 6 

Pursuing a Career in Fishing by Jim Gronaw		  Page 12

Coastal Report by Capt. Mark Sampson			   Page 22

Mid Bay Forecast by Chuck Prahl				    Page 24

Sportsman’s Classifieds					     Page 34

Choke the Pressure by Mike Monteleone		  Page 8

Pennsylvania Elk	 by Andy Aughenbaugh		  Page 10

Hunting Ursus Americanus by Steve Huettner	 Page 33

CREDITS
Editor & Publisher: 

Capt. M. Mitchell G. Quillen
Contributing Editors:

Steve Huettner,Chuck Prahl, Lenny Rudow,Capt.Mark Sampson,
Tim Sherman, Jim Gronaw,Andy Aughenbaugh, Mike Monteleone

Regional Sales Representatives: 
MD: Capt. Lee Buckel 410-708-1616

Creative Director: Capt. Marc Van Pelt
Advertising Information: driftrock@verizon.net

(410)778-6575
Fishing & Hunting Journal

P. O. Box 399 • Crumpton, MD 21628
www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com

Fishing & Hunting Journal Name and Logo are Registered Trademarks wholly owned 
and operated by Fishing & Hunting Journal c/o Mitch Quillen, P. O. Box 399 
Crumpton, MD 21628. All rights reserved.© 2011, Fishing & Hunting Journal.

Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission of the publisher is strictly prohibited.

Volume 21, Number 7 December 2011/January 2012

In This Issue... Brother 
and Sister 

duo!

On the front cover we 
have Dennis Thomas, Jr, 18 
yrs old and his sister Lind-
say Thomas pose with his 
big 8 point deer taken with 
a bow in Glen Arm, Md on 
October 15, 2011. 

On top we have Lindsay, 
25 yrs old with her first deer 
ever on the first day of hunt-
ing season, a fine 10 pointer 
taken in Glen Arm, Md on 
October 1, 2011

And finally Dennis again 
with his Muzzle Loader 150 
class 8 point buck taken 
from Rock Hall, Md on 
October 21, 2011

Merry 
Christmas

Happy 
New Year
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Continued from Page 3

Rudow …
the upper, then pay out 10’ or so of line and attach 
the bobber. When you let out additional lines, make 
them 15’ deep, then 20’, and so on. Savvy anglers 
will also drift out one eel swimming without weights 
or bobbers, as well as one line weighted down to sit 
at or near bottom. Slip bobbers or balloons can also 
be used, to eliminate the problems associated with 
getting the bobber off your line when a fish is on it.

You can try this form of eeling either at anchor or 
on the drift, but quite often, weather conditions are 
going to dictate which form of fishing is going to be 
both more comfortable and more productive. Gen-
erally speaking, drift fishing lets you cover a much 
larger area. But in a 20-knot wind you’ll often move 
too fast and get rocked too much to fish effectively.

If you want to take home a meal after the Chesa-
peake fishery has closed, you’ll have to head outside 
of the bay/ocean demarcation line (a map showing 
the exact line can be found online, at www.mrc.state.
va.us/regulations/striperregmap.shtm). Luckily, just 
outside the line is often a good area to fish. Some 
anglers will drift eels along the edges of shoals, but 
often, slow-trolling will work even better in these 
open waters. Rig in-line torpedo weights of varying 
sizes to cover the water column, and troll them right 
around those drop-offs. You’ll also want to put out 
some swimming plugs, like Stretch 25’s or Swim 
Whizz plugs. These can be rigged in tandem with 
a Mojo, to get them diving down deep. Just clip a 
three-way swivel to your main line, put the Mojo 
on a six foot leader, and attach it to one of the two 
remaining eyes. Then clip your plug to a nine foot 
leader on the third swivel eye.

Yes, it’s going to be mighty cold. Sure, you’ll get 
blown out as often as not. But considering how we 
fared on the Chesapeake this fall thanks to hurri-
canes and abnormal flooding rains, we should count 
our lucky stars we live here—because extending the 
fishing season is just a few hours’ drive away.

EELING TIPS
1. Stow your eels in a Tupperware container, kept 

on ice. The chillier those eels are the slower they 
move, which makes it much easier to handle them. 
As soon as they enter the water, the eels will spring 

back to life and start wiggling again.
2. Bring a roll of paper towels, and use them 

to pick up the slimy critters. Rags only work until 
they’re layered in eel goo, but a fresh paper towel 
always gets the job done.

3. When traveling from spot to spot, keep eels 
that are already on the lines separated. Never put two 
in the same bucket and never let two rest near each 
other on the deck, or they’ll intertwine and cause 
one heck of a tangle.

4. Whenever you detect a strike while eeling, give 
the fish a full five-count before setting the hook. 

5. Never toss extra eels. Instead, take off the heads 
and skin, marinade them for 12 hours in a half-gallon 
of water mixed with a cup of salt, a cup of brown 
sugar, and some garlic powder and soy sauce, and 
then hickory-smoke them—yummy!

Eels are often the ticket, to get cold stripers 
biting.

First choice of Eastern 
Shore anglers and hunters!
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 • e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com 
In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest Full-Service
Sporting Goods Store

FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS • 

GEESE AND DUCK PICKING • ACCESSORIES • SHOTGUN SHELLS

WE HAVE THE CALLS... Biggest selection in the state of Maryland!

Zink Calls
Buck Gardner
Field Hudnall
Tim Ground’s

Foiles
John Taylor

Come shoot the 
The 2012 Matthews 
Helim: 20 Years in 

the Making
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“Tackle Box Tim”

ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

Newly 
Renovated

Showroom and 
Ranges

Now Open.
Check Us Out!

FIREARMS for Home Protection, Target Shooting & 
Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

High Capacity Magazines are Back!

FREE
Handgun Safety
Course & 1 Hour

of Range Time
with each Purchase.

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00 / Family $250.00 1st year, Renewal $225.00

Active Duty Military $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00
Law Enforcement $150.00 1st year, Renewal $125.00

See Sherman Page 7

 T h e 
g o a l  o f 
many se-

rious bass fishermen is to make it to 
the pinnacle of their sport. The BASS 
Masters Classic is held in the highest 
regard as being the biggest bass fishing 
event in the world. Anglers from the 
BASS Elite Series, Open, and Federa-
tion Nation tournament trails have an 
opportunity to qualify for this grandest 
of events. Many contend that making 
it to the Classic through the amateur 
ranks -- The Federation Nation -- is 
the most difficult way to qualify. To 
reach the Classic as an amateur once 
is a accomplishment in itself. Yet, one 
Maryland angler has accomplished 
this feat for a second time.

Chris Price of Church Hill, Mary-
land, will be competing in his second 
Classic in February -- ten years after 
competing in the grand event the first 
time. Though he lives on Maryland’s 

eastern shore, he competes on the Dela-
ware Federation Nation trail. There are 
no Maryland Federation Nation clubs 
on the shore, thus, he would have to 
travel across the Bay Bridge monthly 
to attend club meetings. Chris chooses 
to fish at the amateur level. In the late 
1990s and early this decade, he com-
peted in BASS Top 150 tournaments 
(top level at the time); but starting a 
family and growing his roofing busi-
ness outweighed his desire to compete 
on the national circuit.

The road to the Classic through the 
federation starts at club level. Most 
clubs have 10 to 20 anglers. Numerous 
tournaments are held during the course 
of the year and anglers collect points 
for their performance. The Delaware 
trail fishes tidal waters such as the 
Pocomoke, Choptank, Nanticoke, 
Wicomico, and Potomac Rivers, and 
the upper Chesapeake. 

The top twelve from each club go 
on to the State Qualifier Tournament 
(SQT): finishers 1 through 6 as boaters, 
7 through 12 as riders. Price finished 
mid-pack in his club and carried 
through to the SQT as a rider. He and 
the other 11 qualifiers would then go 
on to compete against top finishers 

from other clubs from the Delaware 
Federation Nation.

This year’s SQT was held on the 
Pocomoke River. The top 12 places 
would move on to the mid-Atlantic 
Regional Tournament, again 1 through 
6 as boaters, and 7 through 12 as riders. 
While most of his competitors were 
fishing shoreline cover, Price drew 
boaters that were willing to fish a little 
deeper. Knowing his fishing style, it 
comes as no surprise to this journalist 
that Chris cast a 4-inch worm and a 
Bandit crankbait to stumps lying in 4 
to 6 feet of water. He finished in 6th 
place on the Delaware state team and 
moved on to the regional as a boater.

You may remember the massive 
downpours we endured the first half 
of September. Well, the mid-Atlantic 
Regional tournament was held from 
September 7 to 9 in utterly abysmal 
conditions on the Delaware River in 
Burlington, New Jersey. Price and 
his fellow team members, competed 
against teams from Maryland, New 
Jersey, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia. The highest finishing 
angler from each state would prog-
ress to the BASS Federation Nation 
National Championship. Conditions 
were so tough that not one angler was 
able to catch a 5-bass limit during 
the three-day event. The heavy rains 
yielded unusually high river levels, 
so much so that Chris found himself 
fishing high tide patterns at low tide. 
He ran spinnerbaits through flooded 
lily pads to catch his bass. Chris landed 
five over bass weighing 11 pounds over 
the three-day contest for a 3rd place 
finish, the top angler representing the 
Delaware team.

At the National Championship, this 
year held on the Ouachita River in 
Monroe, Louisiana, from November 
3 to 5, six spots for the BASS Masters 
Classic were up for grabs. The top 
finisher from each region -- Northern, 
Southern, Eastern, Central, Mid-At-
lantic, and Western -- would go on to 
the Classic. The Ouachita is a lock and 

dam river system that Price describes 
as having a slow meandering current. 
It is known for good numbers of bass, 
both largemouth and spotted, but large 
ones are in short supply. After scout-
ing the river in practice Chris knew 
a limit wouldn’t be hard to catch, but 
having a kicker in the 3 to 4-pound 
range would set fishermen up for a 
good total at the scale. 

During practice, Price also found 
out that bass were feeding strictly on 
shad. He tried worms and crawfish 
imitators but bass would not bite. 
During the Championship, he tar-
geted main river sand bars to catch 
his limit, then ventured into stump 
laden backwaters in pursuit of larger 
bass. He cast a Strike King Series 1 
crankbait and burned it across the sand 
bars and through the stumps to catch 
a 5-bass limit each day. At the end 
of the three-day tournament, Chris 
amassed a 23 pounds, 11 ounces total. 
He finished 11th overall and was the top 
angler from the mid-Atlantic division, 
thus qualifying for his second BASS 
Masters Classic.

This year’s championship was a 
10-year reunion of sorts. With this 
accomplishment of the Classic berth 
in hand, Chris also humbly acknowl-
edges the National Championship 
winner Jamie Horton. He, too, will 
be competing in his second Classic, 
and like Price, he fished in the 2002 
event. Chris and Jamie first met on the 
Louisiana’s Red River during unof-
ficial practice for the 2001 National 
Championship. They found a common 
bound and eventually roomed together 
during the championship. 

They vowed to do their best to meet 
again at the 2002 Classic -- a premo-
nition that came true. They stayed in 
contact through the years and the very 
same scenario played out in October. 
They met again by happenstance on 

By Tim Sherman

Return to the Classic
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Continued from Page 6

Sherman …
the Ouachita seeking bass prior to 
the championship and both were de-
termined to meet again at the Classic.

Price is already focused on the 
Classic that will be held on the Red 
River in Shreveport-Bossier City, 
Louisiana, from February 24 to 26. 
He knows that the river has changed 
since he fished there in 2001. The 
river is open for unofficial practice 
until December 12 when it becomes 
off limits to Classic contenders. Chris 

R.P. MEHL
TACKLE SALES

1546 EASTERN BLVD. (IN THE REAR)

ESSEX, MD 21221
410-686-1571

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Marylands best 
kept secret 

plans to visit to learn how to run the 
river and its stump laden backwaters 
and oxbow lakes. He will use official 
practice 4 days prior to the Classic to 
hone in on what he perceives to be a 
prespawn bass fishery. 

As an amateur angler competing in 
the BASS Federation Nation, it’s a long 
trail to the Classic. You have to prove 
that you can compete at a high level 
locally, within your state, regionally, 
and against the top national amateurs. 
Chris Price has proved to be the best 
from his region for a second time. 

Congratulations Chris! 
We will be eagerly watching you at 

the 2012 BASS Masters Classic.

Chris Price battled his way through the Federation Nation trail to fish in 
his second BASS MASTER Classic. Photo credit B.A.S.S./Adam Harbottle
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“hunting passion”

Not long ago, a long time friend and 
beginner hunter asked me to explain 
to him how to put together a strategy 
for this years gun opener. He wanted 
to know which scents, grunt tube and 
other accessories he should purchase 
so that he would be ready when the 
day arrived. He also questioned me on 
scrapes, rub-lines, bedding areas and 
food sources.

“Sorry to disappoint you,” I replied, 
“but I seldom use those tactics, at least 
not during the state’s firearms season.”

Then I had to clarify what I meant. 
Sure, during the bowhunting season 
when few others are afield, or when gun 
hunting on very private (large tracts of) 
land, deer are indeed subjected to my 
entire bag of tricks. But otherwise, when 
an estimated 78,000 plus redcoats flood 
into the deer-rich woods of Maryland 
to hunt the gun season, it sometimes 
seems like a prudent idea would be to 
randomly hang traffic lights throughout 
the woodlots to keep them from bump-
ing into each other.

“When this occurs,” I pointed out, 
“all bets are off. Now, your chances of 
grunting in a mature buck or picking 
him off while he’s contently dinning 
on acorns, are between slim and none, 
and slim has just left town.”

Under Siege
On the whole, the bailiwick of deer 

is relatively quiet for the most of the 
year. On some occasions the brief in-
trusion of a hiker, mountain biker, or 
farmer feeding his livestock, neither of 
which pose much of a threat; a buck, so 
alerted, merely moves out of the way 
to give a wide birth and then returns 
shortly thereafter.

When the bowhunting season kicks 
into gear, the deer start becoming sen-
sitized to increased human activity; but 
still they continue to adhere to their 
usual behavior patterns.

But then the long-awaited opening 
day of firearms season arrives and it 
seems like everyone who can buy or 
borrow a gun is prowling around, rout-
ing the animals out, shooting at many 
and missing most. This sudden lifestyle 
change causes mature bucks to accept 
the fact that their usual haunts no longer 
safe, so now they begin exiting through 
“doorways” that will give them access 
to other regions where, hopefully, there 
is little or no human disturbance.

The time frame in which all of this 
occurs depends upon a variety of fac-
tors. If the terrain consists of large, 
unbroken tracts of exceptionally thick 
cover, the deer may tirelessly circle 
and dodge hunters without ever leaving 
their home turf. Yet nowadays, such 

types of semi-wilderness are becoming 
increasingly rare. Suburban sprawl, the 
proliferation of business and housing 
developments in rural areas continue to 
carve up whitetail habitat into smaller 
and smaller patchwork configurations.

Not to fret, however, because most 
of these segments of deer habitat are in 
one or another connected to each other. 
That “connection” may be a narrow bot-
tomland funnel, short gully, steep ditch, 
brush filled culvert, or perhaps a sliver 
of timber. In any event, the narrowest 
and most constricted part of this access 
or exit corridor that deer pass through 
to quickly enter or exit a high pressure 
area and slip into a no-pressure area is 
the “choke point.”

Drain Plug
A few years ago my buddy Jeff made 

the trek to the Potomac State Forest for 
the gun opener. His plan was to hunt 
a choke point that always yielded a 
good buck. In going back to his exact 
location Jeff selected to bushwhack 
his buck, it consisted of a point of thin 
timber extending sharply downhill into 
an oak bottomland. Surrounding him 
to his left, right, and straight ahead 
were small woodlots where hunters 
traditionally enter from the opposite 
side to stage drives or climb into stands 
and this had the effect of gently push-
ing the deer out. Where the deer go to 
avoid this commotion is a large chunk 
of jungle like piney woods and brushy 
cover immediately behind Jeff, and the 
only way to reach the safety of that 
cover was to travel the spine of the ridge 
where he was situated. Simply sitting 
down where he had an unobstructed 
shooting lane in two different direc-
tions, all that remained for Jeff to do 
was remain motionless, count the deer 
that periodically filtered passed him and 
pick out the buck he wanted.

Scouting Smarts
In the past, when I wasn’t as com-

puter savvy and the internet wasn’t as 
well developed or populated I would 
go the library or my local county office 
to get aerial photographs or elevation 
maps to determine the roads hunters 
would use when accessing the area I 
also wanted to hunt. Now, in this age 
of the fully developed World Wide Web 
I just go to my favorite browser and 
“google”, Google Earth to find aerial 
views of my hunting ground.

I would drive every road that I 
thought a hunter would use and tried 
to imagine which route the hunter 
would take when entering the woods. 
I would then use the aerial photographs 
combined with the elevation maps to 
predict the escape route of the deer and 
my ambush point.

As deer begin drifting away from 
sources of hunting pressure, you can 
count upon them gravitating toward the 
thickest and most impenetrable cover 
in their home range, and they will use 
those narrow heavy–cover travel cor-
ridors that allow them to maintain a 

low profile.
Your role in this scenario is as simple 

as setting up to watch one of these choke 
points to intercept the animals as they 
are en route.

Of special importance, don’t worry if 
the location of choice seems to be bleak 
of any deer sign because you are not 
expecting to encounter a deer casually 
feeding on acorns or making a scrape 
or doing other normal deer things with-
out a care in the world. Your foremost 
intention is to merely be in position to 
intercept a buck as he attempts to evade 
hunting pressure.

Also keep in mind that although 
classic choke points are most frequently 
associated with hilly and mountainous 
terrain, such as hourglass-shaped fun-
nels in deep bottomlands, they are also 
found in flat land areas. Of course, the 
far western portion of the state has the 
most dramatic of elevation changes 
but as you travel to the eastern part of 
the state the landscape reveals a subtle 
undulating appearance consisting of 
wide flats separated by gentle dips and 
rises. Flatland whitetails use these shal-
low, thin-cover depressions as drains 
just as religiously as their counterparts 
living elsewhere use deep ravines and 
cover-filled cuts.

Earlier this season, I was invited 
to accompany a friend of mine to his 
eastern shore property for a day dur-
ing the early muzzleloader season. As 
we drove the roads surrounding the 

property I pointed out the areas that I 
would be interested in hunting. One of 
the spots that I pick out was two separate 
cover configurations barely touching 
each other surrounded on three sides 
by cut cornfields. Usually where two 
finger like projections extend outward 
to each other in the form of opposing 
wooded points of land creates a choke 
point that may bring deer-in-your-face 
action when daylight arrives. The deer 
may come by your location only a few 
scant yards away. These types of fun-
nels may also be connected in the form 
of a low swampy bog, an isle of thick 
saplings or, perhaps, simply a brushy 
fencerow.

Deer positively love these flatland 
situations because, in using such drains 
to gain access through a long, progres-
sive string of otherwise separate pieces 
of cover they can travel, often for miles, 
without ever once fully exposing them-
selves crossing open ground.

Other types of natural terrain fea-
tures also play a role. In both flatland 
and hilly terrain regions, I particularly 
like to find a lakeshore or riverbank 
that is bordered by a band of thick 
saplings and then a very steep hillside 
only a Billy goat could climb. In the 
case of my early muzzleloader hunt in 
October in Baltimore County this was 
the case but a long swamp replaced the 
river and the saplings were substituted 

See Monteleone Page 9
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with greenbriers. Wherever the cover 
squeezes down to its narrowest is the 
choke point I try to hunt.

One of the biggest bucks I never shot 
at made his appearance in this very 
type of situation; he was so close that 
when I raised my gun all I saw was 
brown and my scope was turned to 2.5x 
and seconds later he was out of sight. 
The next year I took a smaller buck 
in that same location but my gun was 
furnished with open sights. It was not 
unlike shooting a big squirrel at 5 yards.

Getting It All Together
Slipping in to occupy a choke-point 

location doesn’t require the same 
amount of stealth you’d ordinarily 
use when entering the deer woods. 
The reason is because choke points 
are not hubs of normal deer activity, 
so you don’t have to worry about your 
approach spooking animals out.

As an analogy, if you wanted to 
locate 10 people in a large house, 
you might expect to find a few in the 
kitchen, a couple in the living room, a 
few in the bedroom and so on.

This is similar to the way undis-
turbed deer are dispersed in the “many 
rooms” of the large unbroken tract of 
land; it’s also why scouting for sign 
in this situation is imperative if one 

Continued from Page 8

Monteleone …
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Brian Sears with his 194 3/8” 16 point Buck. Brian is a 4 year member 
of the Chester River Qdma coop. Photo Courtesy Chestnut Manor Farm.

is to have close encounters with any 
of the deer on the property. Yet, if 
someone were you yell “FIRE!” you 
know precisely where each individual 
would make an appearance to find 
safety elsewhere.

Same thing with deer; when the 
opening day starts to sound like a 
goose volley, the place to see the great-
est number of deer is not from a well 
placed treestand looking over a bedding 
area, feeding area, tracks, scrapes, and 
other sign; it’s going to be at the access 
corridor the deer will predictably begin 
using to get outta there!

However, this doesn’t mean one can 
carelessly hike to a choke point location 
and sit or stand just anywhere. Again, 
consulting your aerial photo, it should 
be apparent where the bulk of the un-
disturbed deer inhabiting the general 
area probably are, so be sure to skirt 
that deer-rich area as widely as possible 
when hiking to your choke point.

Another thing to think about; a 
treestand in this situation might be a 
hindrance to success. Treestands can 
limit your mobility when hunting one 
particular choke point. You may choose 
a spot only to see deer traveling just out 
of range or through thicker cover than 
expected. Without the use of a stand you 
simply rise to your feet walk a few 25 
yards and wait for the next traffic jam.

And of greatest importance, the wind 
must be in your favor. You can expect 
deer coming through the choke point to 

be traveling at loping speed with their 
ears laid back to keep tabs on whatever 
routed them out behind them, and they’ll 
have their noses and eyes focused upon 
what’s up in front of them. So if you’re 
relatively well concealed, don’t blink 
and are down wind, deer may pass 
within spitting distance.

Of course, hunting choke points 
isn’t the only effective way to pursue 
whitetails during the opener. So look 
upon this strategy as still another tool 

in your toolbox that can be brought out 
when the need arises, yet I’ll bet you’ll 
find yourself using it far more often than 
a lot of other tools you’ve previously 
been relying upon.

Another note that has nothing to do 
with the story; if you choose to climb 
into a stand at any time this season, be 
sure to wear a safety harness. 

Your family and friends are depend-
ing on your safe arrival and hopefully 
with a deer. 
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In August of this year, the Mary-
land Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), The Maryland Leg-
islative Sportsmen’s Foundation and 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion (RMEF) announced the forma-
tion of a partnership to determine 
the viability of elk reintroduction to 
Western Maryland.   Talk of Elk in 
Maryland, sprung several conver-
sations as to whether something so 
grad as Elk in Maryland was even 
possible or were these guys dream-
ing.  Well, Maryland is not the first 
to take on such an endeavor.  Just 
to the north, the Pennsylvania Game 
commission took on the lost Elk 
herd and brought the majestic beast 
back to the east coast.

When the first European settlers 
ar r ived on the Nor th American 
continent, Eastern Elk ranged from 
northern New York to central Geor-
gia.  The mountains and rolling hills 

of Maryland once were the home of 
the Elk.  Hard to believe now, but 
yes Elk once roamed the Maryland 
woods.

Pennsylvania’s largest elk con-
centrations are believed to have 
been in the Allegheny Mountains. 
Elk were aggressively pursued 
wherever they could be found in 
colonial woods. These efforts took 
their toll on the Elk population. 

Elk were ex-
terminated in 
s ou t he a s t e r n 
Pennsylvania, 
a n d  b e c o m -
ing rare in the 
mounta ins  of 
t h e  s t a t e  b y 
the opening of 
the nineteenth 
centur y.   By 
the 1850s, what 
r e m a i n e d  o f 
Pennsylvania’s 
o n c e  m ig h t y 
elk population 
was limited to sections of north cen-
tral Pennsylvania, predominantly in 
Cameron, Elk and McKean coun-
ties.  Stories of the last Elk being 
taken by a hunter are dated to be 

around 1877; however, it appears 
the species was certainly extirpated 
from the state by the late 1870s, and 
more than likely, earlier.

In 1913, Pennsylvania’s f i rst 
shipment of Yellowstone elk arrived 
by train. The 50 elk cost about $30 
each. Half of the Wyoming Elk 
shipment went to Clinton County, 
the other half to Clearfield County. 
An additional 22 elk were bought 
from a Monroe County preserve 
that year. Twelve were released on 
state lands in Monroe County and 
the remainder on a Centre County 
preserve.

In a bold move for the time in 
1912, the Game 
Com mission-
ers and agency 
Executive Sec-
retary Joseph 
Kalbfus began 
talk ing about 
re-introducing 
e l k  i n  Pe n n-
sylvania. The 
idea originated 
from a federal 
government ef-
for t to reduce 
the mushroom-

ing elk herds at Yellowstone Na-
tional Park and the Jackson Hole 
Refuge Area.  The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Bureau of Biologi-
cal Survey and Department of For-
estry, unwilling to sanction a hunt 
for the overabundant animals, opted 
to relocate some and winter feed 
the rest.  Hunting was seen as the 
cause for much of the extermination 
of the wildlife that once roamed the 
American landscape and it would 
many years later before hunting 
would be seen as a positive means 
to control an animal population.

In 1915, two years after the first 
elk were released; the Game Com-
mission bought 95 more from Yel-
lowstone. They were released in six 
counties: Cameron, 24; Carbon, 24; 
Potter, 24; Forest, 10; Blair, 7; and 
Monroe, 6.

The elk herd grew and found 
life east of the Mississippi pleasur-
able and the return of Elk hunting 
in 1923 to PA came none too soon 
to the fa r mers ef fected by the 
crop stealing beasts.  However the 
hunting was short lived due to the 
pressure on the herd, but losses to 
poaching and those relocated or 
shot because of nuisance complaints 
all played a role in the ensuing de-
cline that occurred.

From the early 1930s to the early 
1970s, the PA Game Commission 
did very little with the state’s small 
remaining 20 to 70 elk herd during 
that period.

Then in the 1970’s things got 
interesting on the PA Elk front.  
Farmers wanted the Elk k il led 
for eating their crops.  One study 
showed that one Elk eats the same 
in a day as eight Whitetail deer.  
The local authorities where the Elk 
roamed looked to the Elk as pets 
and enjoyed the added tourism.  
And even the Game Commission 
was divided as to what to do with 
the few, but now growing PA Elk.

Spor tsmen spoke up and got 
involved.  Working together, sports-
men, farmers, local politicians and 
the PA Game Commission, began 
the efforts to rebuild the population 
and maintain it at a level the land 
and people could live with.  This 
was no easy task lead by the sports-
men.  Many public meetings were 
held, with some very hotly debates.  
But in the end, the Elk and the local 
residents won out.  Today the Elk 
of PA are a tourist attraction, and 
a limited Elk season is held each 
year in PA.

Population Survey 
In the winter of 2010 PA elk pro-

gram personnel conducted the mini-
mum number of elk count within 
the Elk Management Area. A total 

By Andy Aughenbaugh

Pennsylvania Elk

“On The Scene”

Renee Larrimore strikes again with this nice Speckled Trout caught with 
Captain Chris Sewell of Fishead Charter service in Swansboro, N.C. 

Captain Mitch Quillen (left) and crew won the Fish for a Cure 2011 tour-
nament out of Annapolis, MD.

Fish for a 
Cure raises 

over $100,000+
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of 636 elk were counted during the 
survey. (350 adult cows, 125 calves, 
110 branched bulls, and 51 spikes). 
This is an increase of from the 2009 
count of 103 elk, the biggest chang-
es in the herd appear to be from cow 
(females >1 year of age) segment of 
the herd.  However the elk program 
personnel were aware of elk that we 
were unable to find during the count 
in the winter of 2009 and therefore 
were uncounted. Because of the 
type of study they use to count the 
herd is a minimum number study, 
only those physically confirmed are 
counted.  Generally, they seem to 
believe that there seemed to be no 
significant increase in the number 
of calves being produced from the 
herd over the last two years of the 
MNA survey, thus indicating that 
some were uncounted the previous 
year or survival was higher in 2009. 

Overall, it appears the increase 
in the herd is mostly coming from 
the Pottersdale subpopulation. This 
herd is mainly elk from the 2000 elk 
trap and transfer project and their 
offspring; therefore, the majority 

Charlie and CJ Fegan, are all smiles last year with this buck. Photo Cour-
tesy of Fegans Taxidermry.
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of the cows in this herd are likely 
in their prime reproductive years. 

HUNTERS HARVEST 53 ELK 
IN 2011 

During this year’s Pennsylvania 
elk season 53 of the 57 licensed elk 
hunters were successful.  Of that 
total, 19 were antlered elk and 34 
were antlerless elk. 

The heaviest antlered elk was 
t a ke n  by  Wi l l i a m G.  Ze e ,  of 
Doylestown, Bucks County. He 
took a 930-pound (estimated live 
weight), 9x8 on Nov. 1, in Goshen 
Township, Clearfield County. It’s 
unofficial Boone & Crockett green 
score was 426 and f ive-eighths 
inches. If this score holds up after 
the required 60-day drying time, it 
would be ranked second on Penn-
sylvania’s Big Game Records for 
non-typical elk. 

Other high-scoring antlered elk 
(all estimated live weights) were: 
Jesse M. Heiple, of Somerset, Som-
erset County, took a 772-pound, 
8x7 on Nov. 1, in Jay Township, 
Elk County, which green-scored at 
399 and three-eighths inches; Ken 
Kastely, of Carroll, Ohio, took a 
780-pound, 9x9 on Nov. 1, in Cov-
ington Township, Clearfield Coun-
ty, which green-scored at 386 and 

five-eighths inches; and Calvin E. 
Wallace, of Kylertown, Clearfield 
County, took a 711-pound, 6x7 
on Oct. 31, in Jay Township, Elk 
County. 

The heaviest antlerless elk was 
taken by Gar ry L. Foreman, of 
Hershey, Dauphin County, who har-
vested a 601-pound (estimated live 
weight) antlerless elk on Nov. 5, in 
Jay Township, Elk County. 

Michael McGinnis, of Lynd-
hurst, Virginia was the successful 
bidder for the Elk Conservation 
Tag.  McGinnis harvested a 7x9 
on Oct. 19, in Jay Township, in Elk 
County. McGinnis purchased the 

Conservation Elk Tag during the 
Safari Club International’s national 
conference in early 2011, and was 
able to hunt from Sept. 1-Nov. 5. 

Under the state law that created 
the Elk Conservation Tag, of the 
$29,000 that McGinnis bid for the 
tag, $23,200 will go to the Game 
Commission’s Game Fund and 
$5,800 will be retained by Safari 
Club International. 

Are Elk in the future for the 
Maryland mountains?  Only time 
and the studies will tell.  But there 
are a few Elk roaming east of the 
Mississippi in the mountains of 
Pennsylvania.  

Send your 
pictures to 
driftrock@
verizon.net
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“Fishin’ Back east”

See Gronaw Page 12

Note: This is the second in a se-
ries of articles focusing on anglers 
with outdoors/fishing related jobs 
and careers.

I think that just about every one 
who reads the outdoor magazines 
of today would love to some how, 
in some way, make a living at either 
hunting or fishing, as long as it 
paid the bills and provided for their 
family. Yes, there are many ways 
to pursue this…guide, retail, tackle 
store owner, conservation officer, 
fisheries biologist, outdoor writer 
and more. With all the folks who 
love the outdoors, it’s a wonder that 
there aren’t more people seeking the 
lifestyle and dreams of an outdoor 
carreer. We can’t all be tournament 
anglers, so we have to do what we 
can.

One such young angler who is 
doing this is 24-year old Andrew 
Ragas who was born and raised in 
Chicago, Illinois. Ragas is a multi-
species, multi-talented fisherman 
who has used his knowledge and 
education of the internet to carry 
out his ultimate dream…to make a 
living at fish-
ing, and to 
literally live 
a lifestyle that 
is in constant 
f l o w  w i t h 
a l l  angl ing 
pursuits. Al-
though t ro-
phy  smal l -
mouths and 
muskies are 
his favor ite 
quarries, Ra-
gas finds time 
to run down 
sm a l l  l a ke 
largemouths, 

river walleye gigs and jumps at the 
shot at those salmonoid runs in the 
Great Lakes areas. Spending 150 
days on the water has done well for 
his angling knowledge. 

Ragas is a 2010 grad-
uate of Loyola Univer-
sity in Chicago with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Communication Stud-
ies, and an associate’s in 
Visual Communication 
and Graphic Design. 
He currently designs 
websites for angling and 
other related business 
as well as mainstream 

orga n i z a t ion s 
and individuals 
of great diver-
sity. As the de-
signer and owner 
of ragasmedia.
com,  he  cu r-
rently operates 
his own website 
called f ishing-
he a dqu a r t e r s .
com and con-
tributes weekly 
fishing reports 
to the Chicago-
Sun Times. He 
is sponsored by 
s eve r a l  c om -
panies such as 

Quantum Fishing, Cor-
tland Line and GoPro 
Camera. Ragas is a young man who is 
jumping into the fishing industry at 
many angles, with the hopes of gain-
ing a carreer in the fishing industry. 

If the Internet and cyberspace has 
done anything at all to the outdoor 
world, it has made it a faster educa-
tional experience for the vast major-
ity of fishermen. We can find out who 
caught what, what the hot bait is and 
where the hot bite is in one evening 
and a little bit of searching. We can 
plan that dream trip or find out if 
the weather will cancel the trip with 
a couple of clicks of the mouse. We 
can order all the carp or trout fishing 
gear we need right from the comfort 
of our home. And we can pinpoint 

specific hotspots on satellite maps 
with a couple more clicks. Clearly, 
the web has changed the way we fish 
and the way we plan to fish…mostly 
for the good. Yes, there are many 

‘discussion boards’ 
out there that pose as a 
cloak of anonymity for 
folks to bad mouth each 
other from hundreds 
of miles apart. But the 
pluses of cyber angling 
far out weigh the bad. 
Ragas has utilized his 
website as a unique 
source to key on broad, 
multi-species topics 
with a heavy focus on 
the simple fact that all 
species are worthy of 
effort. His bloggers 
and topics have run the 
board on species, to in-
clude fish like bowfin, 
alligator gar, carp and 
cats. Mainstream head-
liners always get some 
ink like largemouths, 
smallies, northern pike, 
walleye and muskies…
all big names in the mid 
west angling and Great 
Lakes picture. 

Clearly, to make a 
living at this will be a 
tall order, and Ragas 
is fully aware of the 
effort it will require. 

He is open to media productions, 
publications, promotions television 
or whatever avenues may open up for 
a future in the fishing world. Where 
most up-and-coming anglers believe 
that the professional bass tournament 
trails are the only option in ‘making 
it’, Ragas utilizes his outstanding 
skills in graphic and website design 
to assist emerging tackle compa-
nies like Sims Spinners, Bearpaws 
Handpoured Baits and Stankx Bait 
Company. Maybe not big names Back 
East, but these are truly quality baits 
and products. 

Recipe submitted by Sportsman’s 
Table, the outdoor enthusiast’s 

resource for preparing, cooking and 
serving fish and game, located in 

HellertownPA. For more information 
Visit www.SportsMansTable.com or 

Call 1-866-640-6802.

Seminole Venison Stew
Ingredients: Seminole 

Venison Stew is from Complete 
Fish and Game Cookbook from 
Sportsman’s Table Catalog. 
3 or 4 pounds of venison 
4 medium to large 
potatoes, sliced 4 ribs 
celery with green tops, 
chopped 4 medium 
onions, chopped 
(divided) 3 large green 
tomatoes, chopped 1/4 
cup cooking oil salt red 
pepper flakes water
Prep Time: 25 min.
Cook Time: 3 hours
Ready In: 3 1/2 hours
Yields: 6-8 servings

Directions: Seminole Venison 
Stew is from Complete Fish 
and Game Cookbook from 
Sportsman’s Table Catalog. In 
a crockery or other nonmetallic 
container, mix 2 tbs. of salt into 
5 cups of water. Chop onion 
and add it to the mixture. Trim 
the venison and cut into 2-inch 
chunks. Put the chunks in 
the salt solution, cover, and 
marinate overnight, or at least 
10 hours. Drain the meat. In a 
large pot or Dutch oven, heat 
the cooking oil and 1/4 cup 
of water. Add the meat and 
vegetables, along with some 

salt and red 
pepper flakes. 
(If you are not 
familiar with the 
impact of red 
pepper flakes 
start with 1/8 
tsp.) Bring the 

mixture to a simmer, reduce 
the heat to very low, cover, 
and simmer-do not boil-for 2-3 
hours, adding more water if 
needed.

U-CUT SWITCH GRASS

Sold by the Pickup Load
call 410-279-2744
Conveniently located on Rt. 213 

between Church Hill and Chestertown
Hambleton Creek Farms

By Jim Gronaw

ANDREW RAGAS – PERSUING A 

CARREER IN FISHING
Part II
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Andrew Ragas hopes to settle 
down in the Minocqua/Lakeland area 
of Wisconsin, where his favorite spe-
cies, smallmouth bass and muskies, 
are big and in big numbers. He can 
recall as a child fishing off the dock 
and shooting to catch and release a 
hundred sunfish by the days’ end.  
He can also remember the 51 – inch 
muskie he caught and released last 
summer. Two extremes, for sure. 
Taught by his father and grandfather, 
his desire to learn and catch more 
fish just exploded to the point where 
it has almost totally consumed him. 

In this day and age, when so many 
young people are misguided and lost 
in this world with little or no focus, it 
is indeed refreshing to see someone 
who is striving in every way to make 
fishing, and fishing related options, 
a future carreer. Andrew told me “ In 
my mind, fishing is more than just 
an obsessive hobby…it is a lifestyle. 
I am a firm believer that if you treat 
the sport with respect and use your 
God-given talents on the water, you 
will be rewarded with great catches.” 

Check out Andrew Ragas on the 
web at www.ragasmedia.com or at 
www.fishing-headquarters.com 

2011 MSSA - Fall Rockfish Tournament 
Lures Anglers to the Bay

Father and Son Win Tournament – 51.65 lb Rockfish
Tournament Results
 
Final Standings
 
Top Payouts
Andrew Turner/Lee Tippett - 

$43,225
Steve Dodson - $21,875
John Patchett - $15,410
Doug Scott - $8,100
Marty Simounet - $2,440

Main Tournament
1st Place – Steve Dodson – 51.65 

lbs - $21,875
2nd Place – Andrew Turner/Lee 

Tippett - $13,125
3rd Place - John Patchett – 41.5 

lbs – 8,750
TWT’s
$50
1st Place – Andrew Turner/Lee 

Tippett – 42.45 lbs - $2,075
2nd Place 

– John Patch-
ett – 41.5 lbs 
- $1,245

3rd Place 
- Doug Scott 
– 41 lbs - $830

$100
1st Place – Andrew Turner/Lee 

Tippett – 42.45 lbs - $3,850
2nd Place – John Patchett – 41.5 

lbs - $2,310
3rd Place - Doug Scott – 41 lbs - 

$1,540
$150
1st Place – Andrew Turner/Lee Tip-

pett – 42.45 lbs – $5,175
2nd Place – John Patchett – 41.5 

lbs - $3,105
3rd Place - Doug Scott – 41 lbs - 

$2,070
 
$200
1st Place – Andrew Turner/Lee Tip-

pett – 42.45 lbs - $6,100
2nd Place - Doug Scott – 41 lbs - 

$3,660
3rd Place - Marty Simounet – 40.25 

lbs - $2,440
 
$300
1st Place – Andrew Turner/Lee Tip-

pett – 42.45 lbs - $12,900

1st Place - Steve Dodson and son Mike - 51.65 lbs
2nd Place - Andrew Turner/Lee Tippett - 

42.45 lbs
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Producing quality Taxidermy for over 
30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MARK’S MEAT & MORE, LLC
Formerly Mark’s Deer Cutting

Specializing in Custom Deer 
Processing Jerky, Snack 
Sticks, Bologna, Sausage 

and much more!

24910 Hollyville Road, Millsboro, DE. 19966

302-933-0307

$85.00
$95.00

Myron Stoltzfus 
of  Sudlersv i l le 
traveled to South-
ern Iowa and took 
this 235 lb. 14 point 
buck in early No-
vember with a bow.

Tuckahoe Sportsman provides the highest quality outdoor sporting gear to the Eastern Shore area. 
For over 8 years, our family owned and operated shop has specialized in providing 

superior customer service to all our clients in Caroline and the surrounding counties. 
Stop by today to check out our extensive selection of hunting and fishing supplies.

Tuckahoe Sportsman
“Your Outdoor Adventure Store”

BUY LOCAL!
Great Gift 

Ideas 

22145 Shore Highway - Denton, MD. - Corner of Route 404 & Route 480

410-364-9005

Muck Boots 
In Stock!

Large 
Selection 

of Bows In 
Stock!

Decoys • Gift Certificates 
• Fishing Rods & Reels and 

much, much more!
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“THIS SHOW TO FISHERMEN IS THE SAME AS A CANDY STORE IS TO KIDS”

PASADENA SPORTSFISHING
20TH. ANNUAL

FLEA MARKET / SHOW
Saturday February 18th & 

Sunday February 19th. 2012
8 am - 2 pm

Earleigh Heights Fire Hall

161 Ritchie Hwy (Rt. 2) 
Severna Park, MD

Admission: $3.00 each day
Food & Beverage Available

New & Used Boats
Fishing Tackle

Boating Supplies 
Crabbing Supplies

Custom 
Rods & 
Tackle

Fly 
Fishing & 

Crafts

Fishing 
License 
sold by 
DNR

Special Items—Antiques—
Hard to find items and replacement parts 
  Over 150 Tables full of discount items 

  Custom built Rods and custom made lures
  Fly fishing, Spinning, Conventional . 

  Charter Boat Captains—Fishing Clubs

2012 Event 
See You There!

Food Available / Prices Very Reasonable
E.H.F.H Famous Out Side Hot Pit Beef & Ham Sandwiches

  Oysters on the half Shell & Cold Beer 
Info: 410-439-3474 • heyfish@verizon.net

www.pasadenasportfishing.com
“THIS SHOW TO FISHERMEN IS THE SAME AS A CANDY STORE IS TO KIDS”

Bill Short tagged this nice buck during the 3 
day muzzleloader season earlier this year. Photo 
Courtesy of Shore Country Outdoors.
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Pintail Point At

www.theriverplantation.com

410-827-7029

Santa  Recommends: 
• Individual Sporting Clay Membership and priority booking for special events. 
• Individual Upland Hunting Membership
• Individual Deer Membership 
• Individual Waterfowl Membership
• Individual and Corporate Deluxe Membership 
• Gift Certificate in any amount, boxed and perfect for any occasion
• Pintail Point Stocking Stuffers for shooters, hunters, men, women and children

Call for specific information related to each membership. 
December Upland Specials:

30 pheasant $570 plus tax
15 Pheasant and 15 Chukar $485 plus tax     
30 Released Mallard Ducks for $600 plus tax 12 hunters max.  
All hunt packages, 4 hunters maximum include professional guide and trained dog; 
valid through December 2011.
Additional Birds can be added to specials for an additional fee.       
Specials do not include: Per person field fee, Taxes, Licensing Fees, Cleaning of Birds 
or Gratuities to Guides. 
 

UPCOMING SEASONS & EVENTS

Now- March 31, 2012    Upland Hunting 7 days a week

Now – Nov 25                    Deer Archery Season 

Sat, Nov 12 – Nov 25      Duck season; Limit 6 per person/day

Sat, Nov. 19-Nov 25 ..    Goose Season; limit: 2 per day/person

 Thurs, Nov 24                  Thanksgiving..Sporting Clays Course 

Closed
Sat, Nov 26 –   Dec 10    Deer Shotgun Season

Tues, Dec 13- Jan 28       Duck Season; limit 6 per person/day.

Thur, Dec 15 – Jan 28     Goose Season; limit 2 per person/day

Sun, Dec 25                      Christmas..Sporting Clays Course 

Closed 
Sun, Jan 1                         New Year’s Blast, NSCA Tournament; 

100 
Mon, Jan 9-31                  Deer Archery Season

Every Thursday:  Prime Rib & Clays;  100 targets & Queen 

Cut Prime Rib $45 w/reservation;  

Dornoch Pub Open Wed $5 luncheon entrée, Thurs Prime 

Rib, Friday/TGIF , Saturday night & Sunday til 5 pm. 

The River Plantation

The River Plantation Gift Card

All memberships are for sale year round- * 
Most popular- Individual Sporting Clays 

is $175 plus $50 Initiation Fee, Individual 
Upland $945, Individual Deer Hunting 

$1,000,  Individual Waterfowl 
Membership $1,900

Season’s 
Greetings and 

Good Wishes for 
the New Year 

from our house 
to yours!

Maryland DNR certifies new Blueline Tilefish record
Ocean City, Md.  Brendan 

Hoffman, 31, of Seaford, Dela-
ware, caught a 17-pound, seven-
ounce blueline tilefish on Octo-
ber 9, setting the State record. 
The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) con-
firmed the catch, naming Hoff-
man the first blueline tilefish 
record holder since the species 
was added to the State’s angler 
award list this year.

“We had never seen a blue-
line tilefish that big on the boat 
or in photos, so we weighed it 
on the boat scale,” said Hoff-
man. “It was over 17 pounds, 
so we took it back to the certi-
fied scale at Sunset Provisions 
where it tipped the scale at 17 
pounds, seven ounces.”

Hoffman and his party 
launched their 33-foot HydraS-
port from Ocean City to make 
the 60-mile run to the Baltimore 
Canyon in search of tuna, dol-
phin and a white marlin or two. 

After about five hours of troll-
ing without a sign of billfish or 
tunas, they decided they should 
change their strategy and make 
good use of the flat of butterfish 
bait they had brought.

“We weren’t rigged or pre-
pared for bottom fishing,” said 
Hoffman. “So, we scrounged 
around for any sinkers we 
could find to get the baits down 
200 feet to the bottom. We 
found some inline sinkers and 
tied them together to drop the 
baits over a likely spot on the 
western edge of the Canyon.”

On the first drift, Hoffman’s 
friend felt a hit on his line and 
reeled in a nice blueline tilefish. 
On the second drift, the big one 
took Hoffman’s bait.

Weigh master Stan Hansen 
at Sunset Provisions, an offi-
cial DNR Angler Award Cen-
ter, confirmed the weight. DNR 
biologist Keith Lockwood ex-
amined the 33 ¼-inch fish and 

confirmed the species to com-
plete the certification process 
for the record.

“Over the last decade, an-
glers have discovered the po-
tential for great bottom fishing 
for species such as black bel-
lied rose fish, golden tile and 
blueline tile, as a supplement to 
other blue water possibilities,” 
said Steve Doctor, DNR At-
lantic Coast 
Program biol-
ogist and cur-
rent golden 
tilefish state 
record holder. 
“It’s a great 
mid-date al-
ternative to 
pelagic op-
tions that are 
often hard to 
find when the 
sun is high.”

The cur-
rent all-tackle 

blueline tilefish world record 
is 20-pounds, four-ounces for 
a fish caught in 2009 over the 
Norfolk Canyon off of the Vir-
ginia Coast.

For information on Maryland 
fishing records, the Maryland 
Angler Award program and the 
Maryland Fishing Challenge, 
visit dnr.maryland.gov/fisher-
ies/challenge/.
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averysportingdog.com
1.800.333.5119

greenheadgear.com
1.800.333.5119

averyoutdoors.com
1.800.333.5119

This is waterfowl country!

You can find our products at these fine retailers.

Angler’s Sporting Center • Autumn Sky Outfitters • Bay Pro Shop  

Chesapeake Outdoors • Dick’s Sporting Goods • Fred’s Sport Center • Hastings 

Hook’em & Cook’em • Molly’s Place • Salem Boat Exchange • Shore Sportsman  

Tuckahoe Sportman • Walker’s Marine • Wink’s Sporting Goods
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Deer Food Plot Seed Mix, 
Deer Mineral 
Supplements, 

Deer Attractants: Scents 
& Lures for Deer Hunting 
Success!

Contact
1-866-398-9011 toll-free

410-810-1504 office
410-810-1506 fax
410-708-2420 cell

Location
6408 Church Hill Rd

Chestertown, MD 21620

STOLTZFUS OUTDOOR LIVING

In Stock / Stop In and See One Today!

Howard Fluty blended in well in his camouflage to bag this nice 8 point 
buck taken this year. Photo courtesy of Fegans Taxidermy.

Tidewater Taxidermy

Carlton Vacek

Professional 
Taxidermist

Licensed & Insured

Barclay, MD 
410-438-3737

10% OFF 
Junior Hunters 

Shoulder Mounts 
& Waterfowl for 
2011-12 Season

Annapolis, Md. The Maryland Natu-
ral Resources Police (NRP) would like 
to remind hunters that State and federal 
regulations allow waterfowl hunting 
on agriculture fields only if they have 
been properly harvested or left in their 
natural state.

“This year’s tropical storms and hur-
ricanes have resulted in some agricul-
tural crops not being harvested. These 
fields cannot be hunted legally if the 
un-harvested crops have been manipu-
lated ─ mowed, knocked down, etc.,” 
said Col. George F. Johnson IV. “The 
un-harvested fields can only be hunted 
if the crops remain in their natural state, 

only affected by the weather. Manipu-
lated, un-harvested fields must be disked 
or plowed under, so that the grain is not 
accessible to the waterfowl for a period 
of 10 days prior to hunting.”

It is also unlawful to hunt waterfowl 
in areas where small grains have been 
top sown or broadcast on top of the soil, 
leaving the grain available to feeding 
birds. Before hunting can occur in these 
areas, all seeds must be germinated and 
growing, entirely covered by soil, or com-
pletely removed, at least 10 days prior to 
hunting. These situations are commonly 
referred to as waterfowl baiting.

Baiting also includes distributing 

grain on the land or water to entice wa-
terfowl into hunting situations. It is not 
necessary for a hunter to know that an 
area is baited to be in violation of Mary-
land’s migratory bird baiting regulation, 
which is considered a strict liability of-
fense. It is the hunter’s responsibility to 
take all reasonable steps to ensure that 
the hunting area is not or has not been 
baited. NRP recommends the following:

Hunters should become familiar with 

normal farming practices in the area 
(consult with USDA State Extension 
Specialist);

Hunters should consult the waterfowl 
hunting guide, and farmer or landowner 
regarding the farming practices, and any 
possible baiting on or near the hunting 
area;

Hunter should thoroughly inspect the 
area prior to hunting and leave the site if 
they find grain or feed.

Guidance for waterfowl hunting on agricultural lands
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The fall migration of rockfish is 
“on” and as the fish work their way 
down the coast Ocean City anglers 
are taking advantage of every op-
portunity to get out and fish on days 
when time-off from work or school 
coincides with decent weather. As 
a result, you can bet that on many 
afternoons and weekends the waters 
down around the inlet are sporting a 
slew of boats and fishermen vying to 
get a hook into the coveted 28-inch or 
better striped bass. It’s certainly no 
secret that drifting live eels or spot 
along the bottom of the channels that 
lead in and out of the inlet is about 
the most consistently productive 
technique and perhaps the best way 
to end up with thick, white, striper 
fillets for dinner without first visiting 
the fish market.

But as more and more anglers 
learn to appreciate the joys of our 
late season striped bass f ishery, 
there will certainly be times when 
some will get a bit irked by the busy, 
bumper-to-bumper weekend condi-
tions that occasionally occur down 

at the inlet. A decade ago someone 
fishing the inlet area in December 
would not likely see, let along have 
to fish next to another boat, even on 
a weekend. How times have changed!  
But that’s ok, busy fishing grounds 
indicate a productive fishery and if it 
gets too crowded to fish in one spot 
there are certainly other places to 
catch rockfish. 

That’s one of the nice things about 
having the ocean at our doorstep. 
The fishing may or may not be any 
better, but no matter how congested 
the bay waters may get, anglers 
can almost always slip outside the 
inlet and at least find a little breath-
ing room between themselves and 
other fishermen. Fortunately, when 
it comes to chasing rockfish during 
this fall migration period, anglers 
will often find that the ocean waters 
are far from a second-rate alternative 
to fishing the busy inlet. Instead, the 
waters from the surf on out a mile 
or two can at times actually prove to 
be the best option for tangling with 
monster rockfish.

As striped bass migrate down the 
coast each fall a fair number of them 
find their way, at least temporarily, 
into our inlet and bay waters. But 
by far the lion’s share of these fish 
stay out in the ocean and sustain 
themselves by feeding on schools of 
herring, menhaden, and multitude 
of other natural near-shore prey.  

When these fish are actively feeding 
it’s not uncommon for them to push 
schools of their prey up close to the 
surface. Such activity does not go 
unnoticed by throngs of seabirds, 
particularly large gannets, terns, and 
gulls. When the fish are active the 
birds can be so numerous that even 
from the beach they can be seen as 
a dark undulating cloud over a mile 
away. Therefore, anglers trying to lo-
cate feeding fish can often spot them 
from the shoreline, note what street 
they’re offshore of, then hop in their 
boat and run out to intercept them. 
However, fishermen will more often 
simply run out the inlet and either 
head north or south until they spot 
the flying targets they’re looking for.

When anglers actually reach the 
feeding birds they must take care 
not to spook, or as they say “put 
the fish down” by racing their boats 
into the middle of the action. Instead 
fishermen should slow down a few 
hundred yards away and approach 
with great caution not to get directly 
in the middle of the feeding activity. 
While this may like “no-brainer” 
type advice, running into the middle 
of feeding fish probably one of the 
most common mistakes made by 
novice anglers. To make matters 
worse, a lot of times some bone-head 
will chase down a school of fish that 
other fishermen who were there first, 
were already working.  Such a move 
will not help to make friends in the 
fishing community!

Offshore stripers may be caught 
while trolling, drifting with bait, or 
by casting plugs, poppers, or flies. 
In most cases, trolling will prove 
easiest and most productive because 
by dropping their lines far back and 
making turns outside the birds, an-
glers are able to get their lines in the 
“strike zone” without putting their 
boat into the “spook zone.” 

Bait fishermen will often find that 
by watching the birds and getting a 
feel for the general direction they’re 
moving, they can move ahead of the 
feeding fish, shut down the boat’s 
motor, and (hopefully) the fish will 
move close enough to where their 
baits can be drifted back and inter-
cepted.

Many will agree that casting 
artificial lures or f lies is the most 
exciting and rewarding way to pursue 
offshore stripers. But casting often 

requires that the boat be positioned 
quite close to the action and extra 
care must be given not to blow op-
portunities as they come along. 
Here again, fishermen should note 
the direction of travel of the feeding 
birds and then run ahead and slightly 
to the side of them. This will allow 
the fish to pass beside, rather than di-
rectly under the boat and give anglers 
plenty of occasions to make casts as 
they past by. Being off to the side of 
the school not only lessens the chance 
of the boat spooking the stripers, it 
also allows the anglers lures to stay 
in the strike zone longer during the 
retrieve because they can crank the 
offering through the entire school, 
not just a part of it.

Veteran anglers know that there is 
often more than just rockfish beneath 
the feeding birds. Big bluefish will 
be right in there too, slashing away 
at the baitfish just as hard as they 
can. The bluefish may or may not be 
welcomed by anglers intent on hook-
ing stripers, but sometimes there’s no 
way to avoid bites by the unwanted 
predators. However, often anglers 
will find that the rockfish will be 
feeding down below the blues and if 
they fish their lines deep and a little 
farther behind what appears to be the 
main activity on top, they’ll get the 
bites they’re looking for.

Near-shore rockfishing comes 
with no guarantees. Many times the 
ocean will simply be too rough or 
the birds not able to be found. Other 
times the birds will be feeding but 
there won’t be any stripers under 
them. But when everything clicks 
just right, rockfishing just off the 
beach can be one of the most exciting 
and rewarding fishing opportunities 
of our fall and early winter season.

Now 
Booking 
for Bottom Fishing - 
Flounder / 
Hardheads / Stripers

By Capt. Mark Sampson

Coastal Report

Pressie Bokyin of Baltimore 
Maryland caught this Striper in 
the fall of 2010 aboard the King-
fish II in Cape Charles, Virigina.
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Bud Malone with his impressive 6x6 Elk shot out west with a muzzle-
loader. Photo courtesy of Winks Sporting Goods

TRY IT 
DEER 

LOVE IT!

Dispensable through Automatic Feeders

Voo-Doo
DEER FEED
“Magical Deer Lure”
See video & testmonials for 

yourself at voodoodeerfeed.com

Milford Delaware • 302-422-4565
Walls Farm & Garden Center
ONLY available at... Dealer Inquires Welcomed

www.thewallsgroup.net

Dale Gertz with his unique non-typical Whitetail bagged on Sep-
tember 15th. Photo courtesy of Macrotech

MILLION DOLLAR DEER ???
Images of this whitetail deer have been 

floating around the Internet. The fence in 
the background tells only part of the story.

This buck is claimed to be worth a mil-
lion bucks, or just $7500 per sperm straw. 
It begs the questions such as: what came 
first, megatron, super-deer or folks who 
would pay to shoot them; scientifically we 
have the know how, but why should we; is 
this buck domestic livestock, and if so is 
killing him still considered hunting; what 
does the 73% of those non-hunters who still 
support hunting think; and has the idea of 
trophy for some surpassed the satisfaction 
of the chase?

Whatever your answers are to these 
questions, or your feelings toward this 
growing trend of trophy at any cost, you 
will never see such animals listed in Boone 
and Crockett records.
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See Prahl Page 25

I used to 
love writing 
the Decem-
ber – January 
article for 
the Journal 
because it was 
fun to make 
up a Christmas 
List for fisher-
men.  It was 

really stuff that 
I was hoping 
someone would 

read about and give to me!
Over the years, I’ve accumulated 

about all the tackle and related items 

that I might even remotely ever need.  
There are however, a few things that 
might still turn me on at Christmas.

I have never been fully satisfied 
with any tackle bag or box, although 
I’ve probably had a hundred or so.  
The big bags with all the plastic boxes 
inside do not thrill me.  I still like the 
hard ones with lots of drawers and 
compartments.  Manufacturers never 
seem to run out of ideas and I never 
find the right one.

The main objection I have with 
the bags filled with plastic boxes is that 
small items seem to migrate from one 
section of the tackle box to another 
without my help.

Anyway, I would be happy to see 
a new box under the tree.

Another gift that I still relish, 

though it comes in a very unimpressive 
box, is a folding pocket knife.  I’ve had 
more than a hundred of them too, but 
I’m still impressed by a truly handsome 
folder.

No angler should ever be caught 
without a pocket knife, fishing or not.  
I use mine ten times a day.  I always 
have dirty fingernails and  nothing cuts 
braided line like a sharp blade.

Anything larger than 3 ½ inches 
is too large to carry all the time.  A 
small pen blade for fingernails and a 
larger one for line and heavy cutting is 
fine.  Swiss Army knives are too bulky.

I like real bone or stag handles 
for beauty, but imitation bone is much 
more durable.  Stainless steel is a man-
datory blade for anglers.

You can pay 25 to 80 dollars for 
some American and German knives.  
Names like Schrade, Case, Hen and 
Rooster and Buck cross my mind.  
They  make quality folders in hundreds 
of patterns.  You can be truly proud 
when you pull one of these beauties 
from your pocket.  Other guys are 
impressed with a really good looking 
knife.

Knife sharpening tools come to 
mind as a related item.  Special stones 
and patented sharpening gifts are 
popular.  They give you a quality edge 
without removing much metal.

I used to spend lots of time get-
ting that elusive razor edge, but they do 
not hold up well in hard use.  I now use 
a draw sharpener that gives me a wire 
edge after a few strokes.  It’s easy, but 
does remove a lot of metal.  A sharp 
blade is a must.

A knife I have found to be quite 
durable, well made, handsome, but still 
inexpensive is made by Frost Cutlery.

My wife gives me a hard time 
when I buy tackle boxes, knives, and 
rods and reels.  I simply cannot resist 
the temptation even though there are 
plenty of things I need more, like cloth-

ing.
When I think of clothing, I think 

of things that keep me warm and dry or 
cool.  I never think ties.

An angler’s coat should be warm 
and waterproof.  Spring and fall morn-
ings can be cold, but the days can be 
warm so you need a coat that is large 
enough to house lighter gear that might 
be adequate when things warm up.  
Spray and rain can be handled without 
resorting to full-fledged  rain gear, 
though nothing beats it in a downpour.  
I hate rain gear, and consequently, I’ve 
been soaked on many occasions.  My 
problem with rain gear is that it seldom 
is big enough to go over cold weather 
clothing.

Rods and reels for Christmas 
would be great if they are exactly what 
I want, but then it wouldn’t be a sur-
prise.  Still, I could handle that if some-
one wanted to really make me happy.

My 24-year old boat is coming 
apart at the seams, but that would be 
too much to ask.

Our striper season winds down in 
December.  Big boats with warm cabins 
are following them down the Bay.  
Good luck!

December and January are for 
freshwater fishing or going to Florida.  
Crappies are always willing, no matter 
how cold the water.

One place that can always 
be counted on for a few is the Air-
ies Bridge on  the Transquaking in 
Dorchester County.  Most of the crap-
pies and bluegill are small, but they are 
willing, which is all a bridge fisherman 
needs.

This is bobber fishing in its most 
delicate form.  The float much react to 
the slightest nibble.  I use slender but 
brightly colored floats.  I weight them 

By Chuck Prahl

Mid-Bay Report
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Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942

STRIPER
TACKLE!

Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing
Freshwater Tackle

Lead Molds, All Sizes
Waders & Hip Boots for

ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS 
        OUR SPECIALTY

E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@aol.com

ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE
Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock

Over 600 Different Reels In Stock
Complete Selection of 

FLY FISHING TACKLE
Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 

• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distintive Fly 
Fishing Room

Wink’s Sporting Goods

410-621-0400 • gwink222@aol.com
Princess Anne, MD 

Continued from Page 24

Prahl …
so they barely float.  On the terminal 
end, I use a tiny jig head or dart with a 
1-inch twister.

Sometimes a ripple will supply 
all the action necessary.  Otherwise, a 
slight twitch and slow retrieve usually 
draws a hit.  This formula works in 

most crappie water.  A wax worm in 
place of an artificial is also very effec-
tive.

Another cold  weather location 
where perch, crappie, bluegill, bass 
and pickerel are available all winter 
is the Pocomoke River at Snow Hill.  
Live minnows and grass shrimp catch 
everything in these waters.  Low tide 
gets most of the fish out of the wood 
and into the river where you can get at 
them.

All the Eastern Shore ponds and 
spillways are productive locations, but 
as winter wears on, many become iced 
over and inaccessible.  That’s when an-
glers turn their attention to the Outdoor 
and Boat Shows that begin in January.  
You get to talk and listen to the experts 
as most shows include seminars that 
cover all aspects of your favorite sport.

If you have a specific boat or 
tackle item in mind, you may find one 
on display and a knowledgeable sales-
person to close the deal.

Usually, vendors offer the year’s 
best prices as dealers try to generate 
cash flow during the off-season.

Quality Seed, Exceptional Service
As your local seed company, we offer more than just a wide variety 

of high yielding products: we provide personalized service.
Our number-one trait as a seed company 

is our commitment to our customers.

Freeman & Sons Seed Company
324 Hackett Corner Rd., Sudlersville, MD

Phone: 410-928-3641 Cell: 410-739-7797
email: freemanseed@hughes.net

Delivery Available                                           Steve Freeman - Owner

Boonie Erwin has the gloves and hat on for this cold water Striper. Photo 
Courtesy of Trophy Bait and Tackle.
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Dove Season
Opens September 1st
Now Booking for Best Dates
Fast Action over Standing Sunflowers
Single Hunters to Large Groups

Deer Hunting
Private Land Hunting • Limited Availability
Bow • Muzzleloader • Firearms • QDM Rules
(Cecil County; Rifles Permitted)

Overnight Accommodations Can Be Arranged

TRADITIONS OUTFITTER
410-913-5013

P.O. Box 212 • Chestertown, MD  21620
www.traditionsoutfitter.com

Waterfowl
Field & Water Blinds

Quality Decoys 
Excellent Retrievers

Chuck’s

 Butcher

Shop
Kline Building
Indian Head Hwy.,

Route 210
Bryans Road, MD 20616

www.chucksbutchershop.com

301-283-0743 • 301-375-8371

DEER PROCESSING 2011-2012 SEASON
Cut & Wrapped Deer - Call for Pricing

Cured & Smoked Hindquarters
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Minimum 10 pound order
JERKY

Minimum 10 pound order
Seasoned in 4 

Flavors
Soy/Garlic 
Kangaroo 

Cajun • Hot

Hot & Mild Half Smokes • Deer BBQ
Regular Sausage • Summer Sausage

Regular or Itailian Sausage Links
Bologna • BBQ & Regular Sticks

Now Offering Wild Goose Processing 10 lb. min.
Buffalo & Elk Meat Available

Honey Glazed Smoked Deer Hind $40.00 ea.
Southern Maryland Stuffed Deer Ham $50.00 ea.

Boned, Cured, Suffed & Cooked

McGinnity Marine Art

19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349
Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

Fish Mounts for Christmas! 
Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com

Grandmother shoots moose with 63" spread
LA CROSSE, Wis. -- The autumn weather is probably getting some people 

in the mood to hunt.
Joyce Herlitzke, an 82-year-old grandmother from La Crosse, shot a moose 

in mid-September in the Yukon Territory.
The rack is 63-inches across, or more than five feet. Herlitzke dropped it with 

a rifle from 250 yards away.
It's rare that an 82 year old would even be on this hunt, much less drop a 

trophy like this one. But Herlitzke says the guys she was hunting with made her 
feel right at home.

"When I got up there I thought, oh boy here are all these guys, and I told 
Keith [her son] if I'm really quiet, it's not that I'm tired or bored, I'm just not go-
ing to say too much (or) embarrass myself. Every single hunter gave me a hug, 

you know, and a kiss on the cheek and say you can do this," said Herlitzke.
Joyce starting hunting four years ago as a way to spend time with family.
The moose won't even fit in her home. Her son is building a new trophy room 

for it.

Wade Harris was 
in Queen Anne’s 
County, MD. when he 
shot his first whitetail 
with a bow. 
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WATERFOWL &
DEER HUNTING

JOHN F.

PRICE III

410•778•4655
410•708•6076

Club Memberships Available
Day Hunts & Package Deals

QDM Program -
Trophy Whitetails

• Flexible Hunts can be
Arranged

• Sole Use of the Field for 
Your Hunting Party

• Superior Flighted Birds
• Guided Hunts with Fine

Pointers or Ask About
Using Your Own Dog

• Comfortable, Relaxing
Clubhouse; a Great Place
to Unwind After the Day’s
Hunt

• Lodging on Premises
• Meals Options
• Kennels, Training and 

Started Upland Dogs

1719 North Little Creek Road 
Dover, DE 19901

(Just off Rt. 1, Little Creek Exit 98)

CALL ABOUT DOVE HUNTING

Bobby Burris, General Manager
302-528-1977

www.marshtown.net A Quality Experience…

PHEASANT
CHUKAR • QUAIL

Book of the Month
Untold Stories of Old Currituck Duck Clubs (NC)
By Travis Morris

In this fourth installment of stories about the tradition of duck hunting 
on Currituck Sound, local resident Travis Morris delves into the history 
of the Currituck, Pine Island and Narrows Island private hunting clubs. 
These fascinating untold stories of the clubs weave together documents 
from old files with a variety of firsthand interviews and accounts. From 

stories of the clubs’ prestigious 
members and guests--such 
as J.P. Morgan and William 
Vanderbilt--to tales from local 
guides of some of the old float 
box rigs, fans of Morris’s Cur-
rituck books won’t be disap-
pointed by this latest volume, 
and first-time readers will find 
themselves transported out to 
the marshland, drifting along 
to the sound of duck calls.

About the Author
Travis is a lifelong Cur-

rituck resident, a respected 
gunner and fisherman, and 
the author of Duck Hunting on 
Currituck Sound. He also runs 
Currituck Realty.

Buy from Amazon.
Kree Engel with her first deer back in September with a bow. 

Photo Courtesy of Macrotech.
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New report forces council to reconsider summer Flounder recommendations
2012 stock size lower than previously estimated

A Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) report released last 
month (http:/www.nefsc.noaa.gov/publications/crd/crd1120/) indicates 
that the summer f lounder stock was rebuilt in 2010. However, the updated 
assessment predicts that the threshold fishing mortality 
rate will be exceeded in 2011 and that overfishing is oc-
curring. The new information also suggests that the com-
mercial quota and recreational harvest limit recommended 
by the Council for 2012 are too high and may need to be 
reduced substantially.

The new information became available only now because 
NEFSC scientists were unable to provide a comprehensive 
update earlier in the year. The Scientific and Statistical 
Committee, Monitoring Committee, and Council had de-
veloped 2012 recommendations in July and August, which 
were based on a projection from a 2010 assessment update.

"The timing of this report from the Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
highlights the importance of making more resources available to conduct 
Mid-Atlantic species assessments when we need them," said Executive 
Director, Chris Moore. "More often than not, we find ourselves in a 
situation where Mid-Atlantic species are not a top priority and we're left 
with little or no information for our stocks. It is unfortunate that instead 
of focusing on the success we've had rebuilding summer f lounder, we 

are now in situation where we have to address and explain reductions 
in harvest limits."

"The current situation is an unfortunate consequence resulting from 
the redirection of Science Center resources to New Eng-
land groundfish," said Rick Robins, Council Chairman." 
We appreciate the difficulty of beginning a new speci-
fication process for summer f lounder but are committed 
to working with our management partners to provide a 
recommendation to the National Marine Fisheries Service 
as soon as possible."

The Council is scheduling meetings of the Scientific 
and Statistical Committee and Monitoring Committee to 
review the new information on summer f lounder and pro-
vide recommendations at the December Council meeting.

Andrew Houck with his 9.5 lb., 
24” long Sheepshead caught in Ocean 
City. Photo Courtesy of Clyde’s Sports 
Shop

Allen Elkins 1st buck during 
Youth Day - Photo  Courtesy of Shore 
Country Outdoors.

Kiser Commercial Agency, 
an Elite Agency for McNeil & Company's AdvenSure

Insurance Program for Outdoor and Recreational risks invites 
inquiries from the following eligible business classes: KCA
• Now insuring hunting trips for travel, firearm and medical.
• Rod & Gun Clubs
• Outfitters & Guides
• Hunting Leases
• Hunting Preserves
• Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays
• Bed & Breakfasts

To learn more about 
this program, please 

contact the 
Kiser 

Commercial 
Agency…

P.O. Box 647, Riviera Beach, MD 21123
Ph.: 410.255.8100 • 800.433.5473

edkiser4463@yahoo.com
www.outdoorinsurancespecialist.com

next generation!

Reese Johnson 14, was on target 
during Muzzleloder season earlier 
this year.

Kyleigh Hessian with her first 
deer on youth day. The 6 point 
weighed 110 lbs. and was taken on 
the “Littleworth” farm in Caroline 
County.
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Tommy’s Decoys
Specializing in

Custom Handmade Silhouette Decoys
Canadas & Snows

• Decoys made of lightweight, durable masonite. 
Will not BREAK apart.
• Bolted metal stakes secure firmly in the ground.
• Many patterns available or use yours.
• Economical - $70.00 per dozen 
$60 doz/10 doz. or more - Commericial Discounts - Call
• Preferred decoy of many Delmarva guides and outfitters.
• 30% deposit required to start order - New V-Boars available

Also available:
Repaint & Repair old Stick ups/V-Boards

410-639-7138 • 410-708-2107

HOPKINS HUNTING
MARYLAND’S FINEST

EASTERN SHORE HUNTING
UPLAND GAME HUNTING

PHEASANT & CHUKAR
SEASON - OCT. 1 - MARCH 31
GUIDED & UNGUIDED HUNTS
SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE 

FOR OWN DOG PARTIES

GOOSE HUNTING
KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

DEER HUNTING
ARCHERY • SHOTGUN

MUZZLELOADER

SPORTING CLAYS
Open Year Round

$18 Per 50 Bird Round Member
$21 Non-Member

SHELLED DEER 
CORN

13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645 410-348-5287

NSCA Holiday Classic
Sunday, December 04, 2011

Hunting for a Good Quality Truck?
Call Rich Bramble Today! 

410-778-2484 - Cell 410-708-3167
We are ready to DEAL!

Ramsey Pontiac 
GMC Truck

Chestertown, MD

DNR and partners stock Largemouth 
Bass in Middle River

Middle River, Md. - The Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) Inland 
Fisheries Biologists along with volunteers from 
the Maryland Bass Federation Nation released 
250 largemouth bass on October 21, into several 
high-quality locations in Middle River as part 
of DNR’s bass fishing enhancement program.

“This partnership between DNR and avid 
largemouth bass anglers will hopefully teach 
us something about the behavior of the fish. 
We hope that these bass will stay in Middle 
River for a long time,” said DNR Tidal Bass Program Manager Joe Love. “We 
encourage anglers to release their largemouth bass catch to help with the efforts 
to restore a sustainable population in Middle River.”

DNR staff inserted red identification tags into 200 of the fish as part of a 
study to find out if the bass remain in the river. Any angler who catches a tagged 
fish and provides the date and location along with the tag number to DNR will 
earn a collectable Largemouth Bass Program Volunteer hat. The DNR Bass 
Program return address is printed on the tag along with the four-digit code. 
Anglers may also call Joe Love with the information at 410-260-8257.

This is the third consecutive year that DNR has released adult, 4- to 12-inch 
largemouth bass in Middle River. This year, approximately twenty percent of 
the fish came from the State’s Joseph Manning Hatchery in the Cedarville State 
Forest near Brandywine. The rest of the fish came from a Maryland-certified 
commercial hatchery in Arkansas using funds provided by the Maryland Bass 
Federation Nation, M.R. Bass, and local businesses, including Domino Foods, 
Inc. of Baltimore.

For more information on the program, visit dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/bass/.
To learn more about the Maryland Bass Federation Nation, go to MDBASS.

com.

Scott Walters with his Harford County Buck taken with a Matthews 
Reezen bow back in October. Photo Courtesy Deer Creek Archery.

TRAVIS TAXIDERMY
Quality You Can Trust

Stop By and See Our 
Showroom

410-778-4107

Certified Scoreer for the 
Maryland Trophy Deer Contest

Specializing In... Deer Heads 
Waterfowl - Rug Work 

Life Size Mounts - 
Large Selection of Styles & Positions

East Coast Dealer for 
Desert Steel Cactus 

Ornamental Sculptures

24153 Chestertown, Rd., Route 20 - 
Chesapeake Estates - Chestertown, MD 21620

Visit us on the web - www.travistaxidermy.com
Over 30 Years Experience 
State & Federally Licensed

Price Rollback 
to 2008 
Prices
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NATIVE SWITCHGRASS
Duck Blind and Goose Pit 

Material by the bundle 
or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

Greg Myerson poses with his world record Striped Bass.

All-Tackle IGFA striped bass approved
Greg Myerson’s 37.1 kg (81 lb 14 oz) 

striped bass record was approved last 
month after the IGFA’s Record Com-
mittee came to a consensus on the catch 
and its supporting documentation. 
Myerson’s catch created a whirlwind of 
excitement in early August for striper 
anglers everywhere, but especially in 
the northeastern USA.

"After a 15 minute fight on my St. 
Croix rod and Quantum reel, I got 
the striped bass close enough to the 
boat for netting,” Myerson shared 
in the testimony accompanying his 
world record application. “The fish 
was bigger than I thought. 

I slipped on eel slime and banged 
my ribs against the gunwhale of the 
boat. But it didn’t matter. The monster 
fish was mine. At this point it was 
about 8 pm, I put the fish into the 
hold and fished the rest of the tide. 

As I fished, I repeatedly peered into 
the hold and asked myself ‘is this 
striper really that big?’ The following 
morning, I brought the striped bass 
to Jack’s Shoreline Bait and Tackle 
to be weighed. The fish measured 54 
inches in length and tipped Jack’s 
digital scale at 81.88 pounds. It really 
was that big."

The IGFA’s approval of Myerson’s 
catch marks the end of Albert McReyn-
olds’ 29-year reign as All-Tackle record 
holder for this prestigious saltwater 
species. In addition to now holding the 
All-Tackle record, Meyerson’s catch 
also landed him the new men’s 37 kg 
(80 lb) line class record, which previ-
ously stood at 70 lb. Congratulations 
to Greg Myerson on this historical 
record catch – and good luck to you 
striper fishermen aiming to best it in 
the future!
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SEA DUCK 
HUNTING!

Fast & Exciting Shooting
Working out of Kent Narrows, Maryland

38’ Work Boat with Heated Cabin

410-827-9533
4 Paid 

Adults... 
2 KIDS 

Hunt Free!Tom Quimby, USGC Licensed Captain

our Guests

Our own Capt. 
Lee Buckel was out 
hunting for Sika deer 
on the lower shore 
when this magnifi-
cent whitetail made 
a wrong turn.

The fall 2011 rock-
fish season kicks off 
with the Steele family 
aboard Kingfish II with 
Captain Harry Nield 
out of Tangier Sound

Parker Steele with 
his first Rockfish on 
right.

The new Helim 
masters more than 20 
years of Mathews’ en-
gineering to deliver 
the smoothest, quietest, 
most technologically 
advanced lightweight 
bow ever offered.

The Helim features 
the new advanced 
GeoGrid™ riser, Har-
monic Stabilizer Lite, 
and a lightweight Re-
verse Assist Roller 

Guard which results in a super smooth 
draw. The Helim also packs two decades’ 
worth of single-cam advancements into the 
all-new Helim Cam which produces speeds 
up to 332 feet per second with a generous 
7” brace height.

Every archer knows that words cannot 
express the feelings of a perfectly executed 
shot. Likewise, we can’t find the words to 
describe this perfectly designed bow. So go 
shoot the new Helim today at your Autho-
rized Mathews Retailer to experience for 
yourself why this is the finest hunting bow 
ever offered!

New Matthews Helim
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Open 7 Days A Week - 9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors

Instruction Available • 300 Yard Rifle & Pistol Range

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Dealer for 
Ten Point 
Crossbows

4x4 Panel of Fast Grass 
$16.95

Distributor for 
ZEKE’S 200 PROOF DEER LURE
Available at Fine Sporting Goods Stores

NONE BETTER! FRESHEST AVAILABLE!
Big 2oz. Size - More Bucks for Your Bucks!

(Most Deer Lures Come in 1oz. Size)
Dealer Inquiries Invited

410-742-2023 • 800-310-2023

2011 a banner year for young Striped Bass in Virginia
Source: Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

(VIMS),College of William and Mary
Preliminary results from a 2011 survey conducted 

by researchers at the Virginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence (VIMS) suggest the production of a strong class 
of young-of-year striped bass in the Virginia portion 
of Chesapeake Bay. The 2011 year class represents 
the group of fish hatched this spring.

The results are good news for the recreational and 
commercial anglers who pursue this popular game 
fish because this year class is expected to grow to 
fishable size in 3 to 4 years. The results are also good 
news for Chesapeake Bay, 
where striped bass play an 
important ecological role as 
top predators.

The 2011 study, for-
mally known as the Juvenile 
Striped Bass Seine Survey, 
recorded more than 27 fish 
per seine haul, significantly 
higher than the historic aver-
age of 7.5 fish per seine haul. 
This is a significant increase 
from recent years, during 
which catches of young fish were average.

Although survey results show that numbers of 
young-of-year striped bass in Virginia have been 
average to above-average since 2003, results from 
a similar survey in Maryland indicate that numbers 
of juvenile striped bass there were below average in 
2008, 2009, and 2010. Striped bass populations and 
the fisheries they support depend on the availability 
of strong year classes to mitigate the effect of less 
productive years.

Professor Mary Fabrizio, who directs the Juvenile 
Striped Bass Seine Survey at VIMS, notes that the 
economic and ecological value of striped bass lends 

significant interest to the year-to-year status of their 
population. "By estimating the relative number of 
young-of-year striped bass," she says, "our survey 
provides an important measure of annual and long-
term trends in the Bay's striped bass population."

The VIMS Juvenile Striped Bass Seine Survey, 
managed by Leonard Machut, currently samples 18 
stations in the Rappahannock, York, and James River 
watersheds, tributaries of Chesapeake Bay. Each 
year, biologists sample each site 5 times from early 
July through mid-September, deploying a 30.5 m-
long (100-foot) seine net from the shore. They count 

each netted fish, measure 
its fork length (the distance 
from snout to the fork in 
the tail), and return it to the 
water. These young striped 
bass generally measure 
between 40 and 100 mm 
(1.5-4 inches). 

Survey scientists mea-
sured nearly 4,200 juvenile 
striped bass at these stations 
in 2011. VIMS has been 
conducting the survey an-

nually since 1967 for the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC).

The Bay's striped bass population has rebounded 
from historic lows in the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
following fishing bans enacted by Delaware, Mary-
land, and Virginia in the mid- to late-1980s. Since 
then, the Bay's striped bass population has increased 
to the point that striped bass are now considered 
recovered.

For more information about the Virginia Juvenile 
Striped Bass survey visit the survey's webpage at 
http://www.vims.edu/research/departments/fisher-
ies/programs/juvenile_striped_bass/index.php

(Right) - PJ Kilchenstein, 15, of Westminster 
with his Grandfather, Jay Beigel, PJ shot this 6 
pt Buck in Preston County, West Virginia,  on 
opening day, of rifle season, Nov. 22, 2010

(Below) - PJ Kilchenstein, 15, of Westmin-
ster, shot this 125 lb, 7 pt Buck, in Baltimore 
County, on Youth Day, November 13, 2010, 
while hunting with his Granfather Jay Beigel”

Priceless!

Ricky Gustafason was working the magic with 
his crossbow when he bagged this nice 10 point 
whitetail.
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Ever since Maryland 
reopened black bear hunt-
ing in 2004, I dutifully 
mailed my application and 
$10 check, in the hopes of 
being able to hunt bears 

in my home state. Every 
September I would log 
onto the DNR website 
to see if my number had 

been chosen, only to have my hopes crushed.
I was in my office working in early October 

(yes I have real full time job) when I saw a phone 
call from Oakland Maryland. Thinking quickly if 
I had owed anyone money up in that neck of the 
woods, I answered the phone. It was Maryland DNR 
informing me that a chosen hunter was unable to 
use his tag and I was on the alternate list. I began 
to think, 3 weeks before the season, a busy work 
and home schedule, and no idea where to hunt; 
sure I’ll take the tag.

Once I got a pass from my wife, I then had to 
think about whom I would take as my hunting 
partner. I have several friends who have hunted 
bears throughout North America and were willing 
to go. After much thought I decided the ideal person 
for this hunt would be someone much younger, 
stronger, in better shape, and had a newer truck 
then myself. The person to who fit this bill was 
my friend Dan who enjoys taking a week off and 
hiking into the mountains out west to hunt with 
everything he needs to survive on his back.

Once I had talked Dan into going, next came 
where to hunt. Bear season was in less than 3 
weeks and due to previous engagements, I would 
need to focus my scouting. Thankfully I had a cell 
phone full of people who had told me that if I ever 
drew a tag they would “take care of me”. After ten 
days of being avoided like an insurance salesman, 
I realized I’d better switch to plan B, public land.

After talking with Maryland’s black bear guru 
Harry Spiker, I was able to “narrow” my focus to 
a few thousand acres of land to scout in one day.  
The Sunday before the season found Dan and 
I arriving in Garrett County armed with maps, 
GPS, and charts. Twelve hours and several miles 

of walking had us thinking we had 
perhaps found a spot to hunt bears. 

Opening morning had us hunt-
ing the edge of our bear area.   We 
saw plenty of deer, turkey and 

grouse, but nary a bear did we see. We decided to 
hike more into the heart of our spot. Descending 
into the valley we entered a nasty, wet, smelly bog; 
surrounded by dense stands of hardwoods, lau-
rel thickets, and 
berry bushes. It 
was a place you 
would wish you 
worst enemy to 
get lost in, and 
thus was prime 
bear habitat. The 
area was ful l 
of bear drop-
pings (yes a bear 
does really poop 
in the woods), 
trees with claws 
marks, and plen-
ty of food. 

T h e  n e x t 
morning began 
our 2 mile trek 
in the dark to our spot (thank you GPS). I must 
admit hiking into a bear swamp in the dark with 
nothing but a headlamp makes one question their 
sanity. Somehow we managed to find the clearing 
we would be hunting and we set up 50 yards apart 
on the ground.

Three hours into our morning sit, Dan texted me 
and suggested we try blowing on some predator 
calls, in which I replied it couldn’t hurt any. Fifteen 
minutes later after doing my best impersonation of 
a dying rabbit I heard a sound in the thicket behind 
me. As I looked over my shoulder and in the thicket 
12 yards away staring at me was a black bear.  I 
soon realized that sounding like a free meal while 
sitting on the ground was perhaps not the smartest 
idea. After about 2 minutes the bear thankfully 
caught my scent, realized I wasn’t too easy of a 
meal, and blasted out the thicket. I let Dan know 
about my close encounter and to be ready. 

Ten minutes later I heard the report of Dan’s 
.338 bark. I could see Dan’s face was completely 
white and he began to stammer that he had just 

finished reading an article on this phone about 
hunting bears with predator calls. As he finished 
the article it said not to use predator calls while 
sitting on the ground. After finishing the article 
he heard a splash and looked to his right where a 
black bear was staring at him from 6 yards. The 
bear realized Dan was not a rabbit, and Dan re-
alized the bear was what we were hunting.  The 
bear decided to get a meal somewhere else and 
Dan did his best impersonation of close quarter 
shooting. The bear never made it ten yards after 
one shot from the .338.

After tagging, field dressing and taking photos 
we began our trek back to the truck. 500 yards of 
bog separated us from terra firma.  Every third 
step found us sinking up to our knee and pulling 
each out of soft spots, all while dragging a bear. 2 
½ hours later we finally made it back to the truck 
with trophy in tow. 

It was a great, inexpensive, DIY adventure in 
our home state.  The final lesson we learned was 
that before heading afield ensure you have quick 
download speed on your phone. It might just pre-
vent you from becoming a bear snack.

Now Booking 
2011-2012 Season

Still have openings for 
Snow Geese in Feb & March!

They will book fast!

“The last word”

By Steve Huettner

Hunting Ursus Americanus

It took Dan and Steve two and half hours to get 
this trophy black bear back to the truck
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2005 40’ 4 slide out’s 5th 
wheel montana - Sleeps 6-8 - 
Only used it two seasons - new carpet 
- $28,500 OBO - 240-237-0311 or 410-
231-9941

NWTF 2008 Gun of the year 
- Weatherby 300 Mag. - new in box - 
$995.00 also - NWTF Silver Reserve 
- 12 ga. Over and Under - new in box 
$495.00 Call Bill 41--242-6108

Brand new, never fired weatherby 
vanguard bolt action 30/06. Synthetic 
stock, blued barrel. Comes with case, 
sling, and scope. $500

Call Steve at 410 593 9587
2001 38 ft. Deckleman Aluminum 

Work Boat – Furono NavNet and depth 
finder. V.H.F., 8V92TTI 650 HP Detroit, 
recent rebuild. Trolling valve, 30 kt 
cruise, $90,000. 410-708-3416.

25 acres woodland – Western Kent 
Co. Delaware. Good hunting – deer, 
turkey. Septic approved. Call John 302-
242-5768. $160,000.00.

Benelli Montfeltro Silver 12 
ga. wood stock. $1,200 240-338-1605

LEAD FOR SALE – Recovered from 
rifle range. Excellent for fishing and de-
coy weights. Any quantity. Tons avail-
able. 410-742-2023. 

For Sale - German Short Hair Pup-
pies. www.masondixonoutfitters.com

Switch Grass
Already cut just need to load up
Tideland Gardens, Inc.
$40 for a pick up load
Work 410.778.5787
Cell 410.708.5123

12 Ft. Barnegat Bay featheredge 
sneakbox,built 2010 cedar, on oak ribs 
for more info. call 410-886-9891 or E-
mail mjones8243@ verizon.net 

elimitrax - Don’t let the deer smell 
were you walk - check out Elimitrax 
leaves no ground scent. www.elimitrax.
com - 302-697-1752

INSURANCE-Yates 
Sportsmen’s Ins. 
The leader in providing insurance 

for Hunting & Shooting clubs, G&O, 
Ranges, land lease and reenactment 
groups. Buy direct and save. 866-505-
2663, sportsmens@yates-usa.com 

DEER HUNTING – Cecil County 
Farms, 558 Ac. $900/yr per hunter for 
all seasons. Good hunting. Call 302-
462-1505.

Hunting Property for lease –  
Dorchester County - Waterfront farms 
and inland farms with ponds. Water-
fowl, Turkey, Sika, Whitetail and small 
game - 410-228-6965.

Hunting farms for rent – Call 410-
708-9715.

Illinois deer & turkey hunting  in 
Adams County. Meals and lodging 
incl. www.McKeeCreekWhitetails.com.

Waterfowl Hunting – Farms and 
blinds available for lease or by the day 
hunting on the Eastern Shore. Call 410-
708-1276.

Private hunt-
ing club Member-
ships available. 
1200 acres Talbot, 
QA Counties. Deer, 
turkey & waterfowl. 
Impoundments, 
ponds, offshore 
and shore blinds, 
and flooded tim-
ber. 410-708-9851.

Outfitters, 
guides, gun 
clubs, and hunt 
clubs – looking for 
affordable and ac-
curate insurance? 

Call Kiser Commercial Agency for a 
quick quote at 410-255-8100.

Waterfowl Kent County, MD For 
rent - 1 pit - 2 blinds - 80 acres with 8 
acre pond $7,000 410-725-6482

Waterfowl hunting club in Kent Co, 
MD is looking for new members. Visit 
our website www.rockhallgunningclub.
com or Call Phil @ 410-708-2831.

Sea Duck Hunting - Working 
out of Kent narrows. www.mdseaduck-
hunting.com, captaintomq@yahoo.
com. 410-827-9533

Dorchester County - 110 
acres waterfront - 130 acres with 2 
ponds - Sika - Whitetail - Waterfowl - 
Turkey - Dove - Small game - 410-228-
6965

Hunting Club Membership 
– Equity membership for 10 person 
hunt club available on Asquith Island, 
Dorchester County. Great duck, white-
tail, sika hunting. 250+ acres, lodge, 
impoundments, woods, marsh, 6 deer 
towers, deer stands, shore blinds, boat 
ramp. $79,500. deckrod@yahoo.com, 
703-462-2360

Sead duck and diver duck 
hunting - Large spreads - great suc-
cess rate - Choptank River  / Chesa-
peake Bay- call today - 410-708-9851

FOR SALE MISC.

Have Something to Sell? Looking to buy?

Sportsman’s Classifieds
$15.00 per month • 20 words or less

Sell your boat, gun dog, truck or equipment
Fishing & Hunting Journal is published monthly 10 times a year 
and reaches thousands of sportsmen in Maryland and Delaware

Send Check to: 
Fishing & Hunting Journal 

P.O. Box 399 • Crumpton, MD 21628

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Please print one (1) word per box and mail this form with check to Fishing & Hunting Journal - P.O. Box 399, Crumpton, MD 21628

E-MAIL YOUR AD TO driftrock@verizon.net - Deadline is the 20th of every month.

Councell Charters
410-708-4241

Book Now for Spring 2012 
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com
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Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
• GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2011 “54 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

2011 
HUNTING 
LICENSES

BROWNING 
KNIVES & 
CLOTHING

X-Bolt Browning Rifle - 
Satin Finish Walnut Stock

Citori 625
Sporting Clays & Field Models in Stock

Citori
Everything YOU Ever Dreamed of....

XS, Sporting Clays and Hunting Models

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns
Available in 10. 12, 20 and 28 Gauge

Mossy Oak Camo, Stalker Composite or Classic, 
Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

40 lb. 
SHELLED 

DEER CORN 
P.O.R.

Maxus All-Purpose
Mossy Oak Duck Blind Infinity

In Stock...

DEER HUNTING HEADQUARTERS

The Rifles & Shotguns 
You’re Hunting for...

at Clyde’s Sport Shop, 
YOUR FULL LINE Dealer

Why are we the best? It’s simple. We make no compromises and expect none from you. You want it all - So do we. Do you want 
a highly refined “fine” firearm with superior fit and finish that points and handles like a dream? Or do you want a gun that can 

stand up to years and years of service in the field - one you can pass down from generation to generation? Do you want the 
newest calibers, features and technology? Or do you want a gun with heritage, a history? Well, good news, you don’t have to 

choose one over the other. You get all this in every gun we make... That’s why we are The Best There Is.

Check out 
x-bolt 
extras, 
citori 

sign-on 
bonus and 

the 
cynergy 
club at 

browning.com 
click on 

promotions
All Firearms 

P.O.R. Priced on 
Request

DEER PROCESSING
• Skin
• Wrap

• Custom Cut
• Freeze • Jerky

• Sausage
• Bologna
• Kielbasa

Have Your Deer Made into...

Freezer Orders, Beef Pork, 
Lamb, Veal, Poultry

Try Our - Aged Black Angus • Meat & Game Rubs • Marinade
FHFH Deer Processor

11 Allegheny Avenue Towson, MD 21204 

410-823-2030
Hours: Mon-Sat 8 am - 5 pm

Sunday 10 am - 12 pm

Billy Ho will no doubt have the Liberty Reservior 
population down again this year with this nice 10 
pointer. Photo Courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop

MASON-DIXON
GAME OUTFITTERS

Bird Hunting 
At It’s Best!

MORE ACTION 
PER ACRE!

• Guided Hunts
• Champion Labrador 
Puppies
• Gun Dog Training
• Gun Dog Training 
Memberships Available
• NAGDA Events Hosted Here

Jim & Kim Lewis
2200 Channel Road • Pylesville, MD 21132

410-452-8472 • 410-836-1800
Visit our website www.masondixonoutfitters.com

Annapolis, Md. ─ Maryland deer hunters wrapped up 
the early portions of the bow and muzzleloader seasons 
by harvesting an estimated 24,324 deer during September 
and October, down 4 percent from last year’s harvest of 
25,324 deer for the same period.

The antlered harvest decreased 4 percent from 9,079 
deer to 8,753 deer, while the antlerless harvest also de-
creased 4 percent from 16,245 to 15,571 deer. Included in 
the totals were 532 antlered and 337 antlerless sika deer. 
The two month harvest total was comprised of 7,813 deer 
taken with vertical bows, 3,732 taken with crossbows 
and 12,600 harvested with muzzleloaders. An additional 
179 deer were reported during managed firearm hunts.

Turkey hunters reported harvesting 167 wild turkeys 
during the one week fall season that ended on November 
5. The harvest is similar to the 171 turkeys taken in 2010 
and to the average harvest over the last 10 years. Fall 
turkey hunting is only permitted in the three westernmost 
counties. Allegany County reported the highest harvest 
(72), followed by Garrett (64) and Washington (31).

MD DNR announces early deer season 
and fall turkey harvest results



 36 www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com December / January 11/12

12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Exclusive
Avian X Decoys Have Arrived at Molly’s

Specials Every 
Weekend Friday 

– Sunday through 
Christmas


