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Richard Lehr caught and released this whopper smallmouth with 
Captain Tom Czajkowski at Prettyboy Reservoir. Photo courtesy 
of Clyde’s Sport Shop

Shannon Blevins with her beautiful 10pt. Buck taken during 
Muzzleloader season. Photo courtesy of Ron’s Bay Pro Shop.
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By Lenny Rudow

Living Large 
with Livies

“Hooked on Fishing”

No matter what type of fish you’re 
after, there’s often no substitute for live 
baitfish.

In its most simple, basic form, fishing 
can be boiled down to this: a fish tries 
to eat breakfast, your hook ends up in 
its mouth, and you reel it in. In real life, 
of course, fishing is rarely this easy. 
Whether or not that fish decides to eat 
your offering depends on countless 
variables, including lure size, shape, 
and color choice. But you can stack 
the odds in your favor—big time—by 
simply using live baitfish.

Yes, using live bait can be a pain in the 
butt. It can be messy, expensive, and/or 
labor-intensive. Many would argue it’s 
not as sporting as using artificials. All 

these things may be true, and yet if your 
bottom-line goal is as simple as getting 
your hook into a fish’s mouth, live bait 
can rarely be beat. Here are three live-
baiting factoids that will make that livie 
even more effective.

1. How You Hook a Baitfish
Baitfish hooked through the jaws or 

nose will swim relatively high in the 
water column. Most fish will live longer 
when hooked through the nose, but they 

also escape off the hook more often and/
or the hook may turn and get stuck in 
the fish’s gill-plate or head (particularly 
when the fish is swimming freely, as 
opposed to being slow-trolled or drifted 
in a strong current). Delicate baits (like 
peanut bunker) are best hooked through 
the upper jaw, only, so their mouth can 
remain fully open and they can breath 
as well as possible. 

Baitfish hooked through the back, 
however, will almost always attempt to 
swim down. In low-current situations 
placing the hook then aft of the dorsal 
fin usually works best, and allows 
the baitfish near-complete freedom to 
swim where it likes. In current or when 
slow-trolling, however, those hooked in 
this way will get dragged backwards 
through the water—which is not exactly 
a natural-looking presentation. Instead, 
place the hook forward of the dorsal fin, 
and the baitfish will more or less swim 
downward like a diving plug, Rat-L-
Trap style.

Chose which method to use depending 
on where in the water column the target 
species is feeding, and on the prevailing 
conditions. Generally speaking you’ll 
do best if you only add weight when 
necessary, and instead use the hooking 
method to allow the baitfish to determine 
the best depth. Most of the time, he’ll 
naturally want to go to the same depth 
range his buddies are at—which is 
usually also where the predators are 
hunting.

2. How You Choose the Hook
Some anglers like trebles for live-

lining, and there’s no questioning their 
effectiveness. But when you’re fishing in 
an area where you’re likely to encounter 
throw-backs, this is a horrible idea. Many 
of the fish you catch will be gut-hooked, 
or hooked deeply enough in the gullet 
that cleanly releasing them will be nearly 
impossible with a treble hook on the line. 

J-hooks and short-shank live-bait 
hooks do a great job with livies, and 
cause a lot less damage to the fish you 
want to release. Even better for the fish, 
however, are circle hooks. And gener-
ally speaking circle hooks are highly-
effective when used with live baits.

Whatever type of hook you choose, 
always go with the thinnest 
possible hook while live-
baiting. The thicker the hook is 
the heavier it is, and the more 
difficulty your livie will have 
swimming and staying alive.

3. How You Sweeten a 
Live Bait

Remember that a key factor 
in live-lining is keeping your 
baits healthy and frisky. In fact, 
you’ll discover that a spunky, 
kicking bait will get hit twice 
as quickly as one that’s gasp-
ing for air and barely wiggling. 
Caution: do not overload your 
livewell! Generally speaking 
you should put no more than 
two fish per gallon of water 
into the well, assuming yours 
has good water flow, and this 

is one of the most common ways of 
stressing out the baits.

When you do put a frisky bait over 
the side, clip off one pectoral fin with a 
pair of scissors. This will cause the fish 
to swim in erratic circles, which calls in 
predators like a dinner bell.

Finally, when you get a strike on a 
bait but miss the bite, it’s usually a good 
move to pitch that baitfish over the side 
and start with a fresh one. For some 
reason de-scaled baitfish don’t draw 
many strikes, especially when live-lining 
spot for striped bass. Maybe the fish 
appear to look diseased to the rockfish, 
or perhaps they just don’t swim as well, 
but for whatever reason, large patches of 
missing scales on a bait can cause it to go 
unmolested, even when you’re around 
large numbers of active fish.

BONUS TIP: When live-lining spot 
for striped bass, never lift the striper’s 
head out of the water before sliding a 
net underneath the fish. Once a rockfish 
gets a spot in its mouth it doesn’t like 
to let go, and quite often, you’ll reel 
a fish up to the boat which isn’t even 
hooked—it’s merely holding on to that 
spot. Lifting its head out of the water 
will cause the striper to drop off, but if 
you hold it in the water next to the boat 
you can often get a net under the fish 
before it ever lets go.
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A word from our Pastor-
The prophet Balaam said in Numbers 23:12, “must I not take heed to 
speak that which the Lord hath put in my mouth?” This Old Testament 
prophet said many good things. It’s too bad his walk didn’t match his 
talk.
Balaam was offered a bribe to come and curse Israel. He took a solid 
stand and said, “If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, 
I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God.” Some talk! Yet the next 
morning he was on his way with the messengers of Balak to cooperate 
with the enemy. God punished him for this. 
You and I had better be sure that our walk measures up to our talk. 
Balaam said one thing, yet he did another. We had better guard our lips. 
One man said, “Loose lips sink ships.” America needs to get back to where 
our walk matches our talk and our word is our bond. 
This was the faith of our fathers and I trust that it is yours. 

MEL BRINDLEY Pastor
Chestertown, Md., Baptist Church
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HUNTING
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Captain Lawrence Tyler on board the 2012 newly built 
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‘Leave your cares of the world behind 
and enjoy a relaxing day of fishing 

with Captain Tyler’

Cover -
WRECKING CREW - YELLOWFIN TUNA by Mark Susinno. Limited edition of 450 

signed and numbered prints. Image size, 14” x 24”. Certificate of Authenticity. 
A Wild Wings exclusive.

  Courtesy of Wild Wings, LLC 
Lake City, MN 55041

Sheldon Flood with his Snakehead that was 30 in. long 9.9 lbs. 
caught out of School House Pond in Upper Marlboro. Photo 
courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop.



5www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comJune 2017

Captain Mitch Quillen / Captain Jerry Judge
410-708-4005

Docked at Ocean City Fishing Center

Sportfishing41’ Custom

When Cobia 
Come Calling   

By Tim Campbell

The end of May is when cobia come 
calling to the lower Chesapeake Bay, 
but June is when most anglers begin 
targeting them. Also known as the man 
in the brown suit, cobia visit the bay 
from southern waters to eat and spawn 
all summer. Cobia resemble a brown 
shark without the sharp teeth. They 
grow fast, get big and have a reputation 
as fierce fighters. Their favorite prey 
is live eels, but cobia will eat almost 
anything including cut bait, blue crabs, 
live spot and small croaker. 

They will readily take artificial 
lures too. Cobia are curious creatures, 
often swim in pairs and compete as 
hunters. If you see cobia swimming 
on the surface, cast a colorful two or 
three ounce bucktail lure ahead of the 
fish and let it sink some before reeling. 
When you feel a tick or see the line 
moving, wait a second before setting 
the hook. On the other hand, circle 
hooks are preferred and work well in 
these fishing situations – no setting 
the hook, simply reel. 

Adding cobia to my species list was 
a priority. Pre-trip planning included 
talking with experienced fishermen, 
and reading every article I could find. 
The trip was a success with the help 
of two fishing buddies, Joe and Mike. 
We anchored on Latimer Shoal (37 
08’N, 076 00’ W) and put out two 
chum buckets - one on the bottom off 
the anchor line and one on top off the 
stern. My plan to fish four rods rigged 
with live eels was overruled by my 
over-eager pals. Joe and Mike put nine 
rods out with assorted baits – crab, cut 
bait and live eels. The boat looked like 
a Russian satellite from back in the 
Space Race days. If we hooked a big 

cobia, I knew it would be tangle city.  
After some time without a bite, my 

friends wanted to move. Since the 
tide had not started moving, I wanted 
to wait it out. Now it was my turn to 
pull rank on them. No point in wasting 
fishing time moving around, and re-
establishing a chum line. In hindsight, 
it was a good call because it wasn’t long 
before we got a bite. Joe’s ultra-light 
rod was baited with a small piece of 
crab on a top and bottom rig. He was 
merely trying to catch a small croaker 
to use for live bait. Fishermen know 
the lightest rod always seems to get bit 
in these situations. The only reason the 
lines didn’t get tangled up is because 
Joe was holding his rod close to the 
boat and swung the fish in quickly. The 
keeper size cobia barely measured 37 
inches, but it was a start. 

Not long after that, I saw the line on 
my rod moving right to left off of the 
stern. Joe and Mike moved quickly to 
clear the lines making room for me to 
play my fish. It was a minor miracle 
the lines didn’t get entangled. Soon 
I reeled in a 42 inch cobia, still my 
personal best. Mike gaffed it, bopped 
it on the head with a bat, and tossed 
it into the box. And so went my first 
cobia trip. 

Anchoring and chumming is a 
common technique most used for early 
season cobia, but sight fishing for cobia 
has gained popularity. Lower bay 
anglers build towers on their center-
consoles to spot cobia from afar, sneak 
up on them, cast artificial lures or lives 
eels and bag a trophy fish. 

It’s a fun and exciting way to catch 
cobia. The first two times I tried sight 
fishing for cobia was with a local guide. 
He showed me around and I learned a 
lot. There is a long list of good fishing 
guides in the Virginia Beach area.  
Search online resources for Virginia 
Beach Cobia Charters.  

Those seeking to catch a cobia in 
the Maryland portion of the bay must 
wait a tad longer. It varies, but July and/
or August are when reports of cobia 

start coming in from the mid-bay area. 
Most cobia are caught incidentally, 
although some keen anglers target 
them. Jigging and trolling artificial 
lures such as spoons and hoses are 
productive tactics. Sometimes even 
a big red drum or a striped bass will 
take the bait. Many anglers troll for 
bluefish and mackerel this time of 
year. The Maryland State record cobia 
for the Chesapeake Bay was caught 
September 12, 1969 at the Middle 
Grounds by John Scheifele. It weighed 
a staggering 97 lbs., 12 oz.   

Buzz’s Marina located in Ridge, 

MD on St. Jerome’s Creek is a good 
place to launch to get to where middle 
bay cobia can be found. Owners Mike 
and Christy Henderson are friendly 
folks. They are always happy to 
provide current fishing reports and 
share tips. Call 301-872-5887. Point 
Lookout State Park is another good 
place to launch. It is located five miles 
down the road and has four wide 
concrete ramps with plenty of parking. 
Call 301-872-5688 for information. 
Now, when cobia come calling, answer 
with a sharp, baited hook.

Owen Trott with his spring Gobbler taken out front of Ron’s Bay 
Pro Shop.
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“Tackle Box Tim”
Early Summer, 
Inshore OC

Every month, Captain Mark 
Sampson provides us with the Coastal 
Report in the pages of this magazine. If 
you are familiar with Mark you know 
he is one of the foremost authorities on 
shark fishing in the Atlantic. He spends 
his winters in guiding fly fishing and 
light tackle anglers for shallow water 
species in the Florida Keys. Many 
don’t know that he also has a passion 
for light tackle and fly fishing in the 
inshore coastal waters of Ocean City, 
Maryland. 

I, along with my constant fishing 
partner Tom Gittins, have enjoyed 
numerous outings with Captain Mark 
in September and early October. These 
are not the ideal times to fish for stripers, 
bluefish, and flounder. Late spring 
and early summer are the best times 
for bluefish. Quality size flounder are 
biting, but will soon be heading out 
when the back bay and inlet heat up. 
Stripers can be found under the Route 
50 bridge and in the inlet. Plus, there 
is an added bonus of a hickory shad 
catch and release fishery. So, what are 
the lures that these fish favor in early 
summer? Where can you find them?

They are streamlined, toothy, and 
are always on the attack. Bluefish are 
great fun on light tackle. Captain Mark 
says they that in May and June bluefish 
seem to be everywhere. They can be 
caught from the Route 90 Bridge to the 
inlet, at the mouths of marshy creeks to 
the St. Martin River. Because they are 
so aggressive, they will attack nearly 
any lure. 

Sampson feels that bluefish and lures 
with treble hooks are not a good match. 
He says, “A Gotcha plug will catch the 
heck out of bluefish.” However, blues 
thrash endlessly from the time they are 
hooked to the time they are released 
or placed in a cooler. This makes the 
prospect of unhooking them a safety 
issue when dealing with six points and 
barbs of two trebles. Blues snap or chop 
right through most soft plastic lures, 
which makes fishing with them an 
expensive ordeal. Sampson casts light 
bucktails and spoons when bluefish are 
prevalent. He stresses “light” because 
they are usually in the upper reaches 
of the water column.

To all but the locals, the Ocean City 
hickory shad fishery is fairly unknown. 
Shad can be found from just inside the 
inlet to the north of the Route 50 bridge. 
Like bluefish, shad can be found from 
the surface, down a couple of feet. 
Fishing for them is not much different 
than how it’s down in the Susquehanna 
River or Deer Creek. The current in the 
downtown OC region of Sinepuxent 
Bay is much like the Susquehanna 
when a few gates at Conowingo dam 
are open. Sampson casts shad darts 
and spec rigs to catch the hickory shad. 
Combos of white, chartreuse, and pink 

will 
do.

Though not 
as scattered 
as bluefish, 
flounder can 
b e  f o u n d 
t h r o u g h o u t 

Ocean City’s back bays. To narrow 
down the search, look for channel 
edges, and drop offs. Flounder like 
somewhat sandy areas so they can 
cover themselves back beyond the gill 
plate. You can also find them on shell 
bottoms as they have an uncanny ability 
to camouflage themselves with their 
surroundings. Remember, too, that 
flounder fish by sight, although their 
eyesight isn’t the keenest. Look for the 
cleanest/clearest water you can find.

Flounder are bottom dwelling 
predators. They attack other fish species 
as they swim by or are washed by in the 
current. While many anglers use strips 
of squid, shiners, and/or minnows in 
pursuit of the flatties, there is no reason 
why you can’t catch them with lures.

Soft plastics on jig heads are the 
way to go. Some anglers even use 
bucktails. The trick is getting them 
down passed the bluefish. This is the 
first reason to use a heavy lead head. 
Second, you want to keep your lure 
bouncing, swimming, or in some form, 
making contact with the bottom. The 
current in the OC’s tidal waters can be 
strong. If you’re lure isn’t in the zone, 
your hook up rate will be low.

Captain Mark says that the number 
one lure for flounder all season long is 
the GULP! Swimming Mullet. Many 
anglers have moved away from live 
and cut bait, using the lure in its stead. 
The Swimming Mullet is nothing more 
than twister tail grub with a fish shaped 
head. Yet, being soaked in the GULP! 
formula makes all the difference in 
the world. Other soft baits in jerkbait 
and boot tail shapes will work as well. 
Some anglers will sweeten their jig 
with a squid strip. Purist light tackle 
anglers may see this as cheating, while 
others see it as doing what it takes to 
get the bite.

I’ve fished with Sampson numerous 
times in fall. The lures used then for 
stripers are the ones that you will use 
in early summer. Stripers are structure 
and cover oriented species. They find 
the same current breaking haunts at this 
time of year as they do in fall. Captain 
Mark has taken us to the inlet, the rip rap 
banks in West OC, to points and rips, 
and our favorite – the Route 50 bridge.

Soft plastic jigs are a big part of our 
game. We keep a supply of different size 
jig heads on hand. We’ve used weights 
from 3/8 to 1-ounce depending on the 
depth, the speed of the current, or a 
combination thereof. The minimum 
size for a keeper striper along the 
Maryland coast is 28 inches so we use 
soft jerkbaits of 5-inches and up. The 
slender boot tail swimbaits will also 
work, yet the tail can hinder the bait 
getting down in the current. A bonus 
here is that you can also pick up a 
flounder in these same places.

I get a thrill out of working a hard 
jerkbait for stripers. When dealing 
with the current, there isn’t much of 
a difference between floating and 
suspending models. The biggest 

challenge with the hard baits is 
choosing the right color. We’ve cast 
everything from pink belly clown hues, 
to natural shad, to silver/blue.

Finally, no coastal trip would be 
complete without casting topwater 
plugs to the inlet rocks, points, and rips. 
Captain Mark suggests the standard 
poppers and surface walkers. Yet, there 
is no reason why the new Whopper 
Plopper won’t pull a few stripers from 

these areas. There are two issues with 
topwater baits. The first is dealing with 
bluefish. The second is that seagulls 
often mistake topwater lures for injured 
baitfish. 

Late spring through early summer is 
a great timeframe to fish the backwaters 
of Maryland’s coast. With several 
species to fish for, and knowing where 
and how to catch them; there is no 
reason not to give to a try.

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, Gold Tip and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground

Gale Sherman shows a hefty striper from the Route 50 Bridge. 
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2017 Trophy 
Season Recap

“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark Galasso

     

In a nutshell. Most of us are glad it’s 
over! With high expectations based on 
the opening of the 2016 Trophy season 
within a few days most fisherman’s 
hopes were dashed with poor catches. 
The fact is it wasn’t a regional thing 
but a Bay wide disappointment. And to 
make matters worse the second week 
of the trophy season not only saw poor 
catches but weather to match. So what 
happened? 

Well for most of us it’s just an 
educated guess at best. And remember 
this is MY educated guess. Perhaps 
the warm spring hurt us as opposed 
to helping. Many of the larger fish 
migrated to the spawning areas early 
this year. Well before the season 
opened. This was born out by people 
who prefished in March. Remember, 
even though the season opened almost 
a week early we had a warm spell 
coupled with a full moon the first week 
of April. I believe the fish that were 
staging at the mouths of the rivers 
decided to go upriver at that point. 
Based on reports by a few of the light 
tackle guides catch and release fishing 
in those areas where it is permitted 
like the Eastern Bay right around the 
time the season opened a lot of the 
smaller fish staging prespawn in those 
areas disappeared. And it wasn’t until 
a week or so ago that they reemerged.

Water temperatures have been 
hovering between the mid 50s and 
low 60s for over a month now. This 
has probably affected to fishes urge to 
spawn and with the one exception of 
a large upper Bay spawn one evening 
we haven’t heard much about the 
other spawning areas. Only time and 
the Young of the Year Index report in 
October will tell.

We did catch a few 40 inch plus 
fish at the beginning of the season. But 
after a few days most 
of them turned out 
to be post spawn. (A 
good thing overall.) 
After the first week 
it seemed the only 
prespawn fish were 
those in the mid 30 
inch range. That would 
make sense since the 
bigger the fish the 
earlier they spawn and 
leave the Bay. Most 
spawning areas also 
have resident fish. 
Some of which reach 
sexual maturity, even 
the females. Perhaps 
these residents are 

among the last to spawn. Few resident 
fish reach 40 inches however and if 
they do they probably join the coastal 
migrants.

The one thing that is hard to deny 
is the fact that we just didn’t have as 
many large fish coming into the Bay 
to spawn this year. And speculation 
runs rampant as to why. And I’ll leave 
that hot topic until another time. But 
suffice it to say that the age distribution 
makeup of the Total east coast biomass 
of Striped Bass is changing. 

The numbers of the true trophy 
fish are shrinking even if the TOTAL 
biomass is increasing. And this fact is 
leading to the discussion of what size 
fish are truly the best breeders. And if 
it is the true trophies that are the best 
breeders how do we protect these fish 
while maintaining a trophy fishery?  
Another hot topic for state fisheries 
managers and the AFMFC to debate.

As a Maryland Charterboat operator 
all I can say is I can’t wait until the 
two fish season is here. Hopefully we 
can make up some of the charters we 
lost. So that’s the doom and gloom. 
On to better things. If the total biomass 
of Stripers is up and the amount of 
trophies is way down that can only 
mean that the population of smaller 
fish is way up! The reports I’m hearing 
would confirm that fact. 

Large numbers of 16 to 30 inch fish 
are starting to show in the main Bay 
as well as the mouths of the rivers. We 
have seen breaking fish already around 
Kent Island. Some of the netters have 
been reporting large numbers of fish 
still in the rivers and reports a few 
weeks ago were that massive numbers 
of smaller fish were seen at the mouth 
of the Elk River in the upper Bay. 

We can only hope that this will 
prove to be a Bay wide increase so 
fisherman will be able to catch Stripers 
close to home. Now if we can just get 
a break in the weather everything will 
come up rosy.  My guess is that we 
will have a great year overall in spite 
of the Trophy season.

This rare 8.5 acre property offers ancient oaks and a rustic 
stone cottage.  Enjoy fishing and hunting in your back yard, 

ski at nearby Whisp at Deep Creek, bike, hike, canoe, or 
simply relax on your private lake front.  This retreat offers 

privacy yet is only 30 minutes from I-68 
to Baltimore, Washington, and Pittsburgh.  $74,900

Respond to:  520-780-6510
zellerrpatrick@gmail.com or (301) 616-7266.

RARE 
FIND!

The Turner crew had a great Spring outing with Captain Brian 
Councell aboard the ‘Sea Dux’. Casey's 50 3/4 inch Rockfish was 
the big fish of the day. Todd and son Jacob with a nice 40”rockfish.
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

 Discount for youth hunters!

New Address
Trophy Care 
Taxidermy

2718 B North 
Point Blvd.

Dundalk, MD

410-282-1118

Now Processing Deer 
Check Us Out

Fishbones bait and tackle inc.
• Fresh
Live Bait 
ALEWIVES
SOFT CRABS
PEELERS
RAZOR CLAMS
• Crabbing Supplies
• Rods, Reels, Lures - Lure Making Supplies
• Complete Line of Marine & Boating Supplies
• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!

Mitchell Quillen landed this 75 pound yellowfin fishing out of 
Wanchese NC with Capt Jimmy Hahn aboard the ‘Allison’.

To Advertise 
e-mail 

driftrock@
verizon.net 

or call 
410-708-0376
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• Complete Line of 
Rockfish, Perch Bait and 

Tackle
• Rod & Reel 
Combos
• Fresh Bait

• All Licenses - All The Time!
LOW

PRICES
EVERYDAY!

MUZZLELOADING GUNS & SUPPLIES

Now Selling Handguns

               ARCHERY SUPPLIES

Rt. 260, 1 Block off Rt. 4 - Dunkirk, Maryland
301-855-0351 / www.bayproshop.com

Crossbows in Stock / 
Parker / Ten Point / 

Excaliber / 
Bow Tech Striker

• Come Check Out 
Our New Deals!

Black Cloud - Heavy Metal - 
Winchester and Kent

All 
YOUR hunting 

gear now 
in stock!

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

Record Muskie Caught in 
Washington County

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
confirmed a Washington County woman has set a 
new muskellunge (muskie) nontidal state fishing 
record.

Tessa Cosens, 26, caught a muskie recorded at 
32.5 pounds May 6 along the banks of the upper 
Potomac River in Washington County.

The record fish was 49 inches long with a 24-
inch girth.

A relative newcomer to muskie fishing, Cosens 
– who is several months pregnant and had been 
feeling under the weather – was fishing along the 
riverbank using a 7-foot muskie rod and double-
spinner. She snagged her record catch after a 
15-minute struggle.

“All the guys around me stopped fishing and 
looked at me,” Cosens said. “There is no other fish 
that fights like a muskie.”

Muskie’s are one of the largest freshwater fish 
in the state. Cosens’ catch broke the previous 
Maryland record of 31.75 pounds, set by Kenneth 
Files in 2011.

To help determine the age of the fish, Cosens 
is donating a sample of the muskie’s scales and 
cleithrum – a large bone above the gills – to the 
department for further analysis.

The department maintains state records for 
sport fish in four divisions – Atlantic, Chesapeake, 
Nontidal and Invasive – and awards plaques to 
anglers who achieve record catches. Fish caught 
from privately-owned, fee-fishing waters are not 
eligible for record consideration.

Anglers reporting a potential record catch 
should call 443-569-1381 or 410-260-8325. The 
fish should be immersed in ice water to preserve 
its weight until it can be checked, confirmed and 
certified by the department.
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Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

Now Booking 
2017

Season!

5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A

INTERNATIONAL 
BOW 

TUNING 
INSTRUCTOR

www.macrotecharchery.com

Authorized dealer for...

Special Tooling for 
Professional 

Installation of ALL Drop 
Away Rests!

Macrotech 
Archery Pro Shop

FREE Bow Check-Up 
Bow Tuning & Repairs on Premises 

Complete Laser Tuning System

MACRO KNOW BOWS

One of Maryland’s 
Largest heated & 
Air Conditioned 

INDOOR BOW RANGES

Newest 
Full Line 
dealer in 
Maryland 
for Lone 

Wolf Tree Stands

Lyme disease 
cases could be 
worse than 
ever in 2017
by Sean Yoder 

STATE COLLEGE — The spiral-
shaped bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi, 
in one of its dozens of strains 
prevalent in the U.S., is responsible 
for causing the dreaded Lyme 
disease in hundreds of thousands of 
people each year.
This year could be worse than 
ever, experts say, especially in 
Pennsylvania, the leading state for 
reported cases of Lyme, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control.
Pennsylvania logged 7,351 cases 
of Lyme in 2015, followed by New 
Jersey at 3,932 and New York with 
3,252. The CDC receives about 
30,000 reported cases per year, 
but the true number may be much 
higher. CDC experts estimate as 
many as 300,000 people get Lyme 

each year, the majority of them in 14 
states in the Northeast and Midwest.
A spokeswoman for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
said the 2016 statistics for reported 
cases will likely be released at the 
end of June.
In March, two experts who have 
studied Lyme for the last 20 years 
told the NPR blog Goats and 
Soda that 2017 would likely be a 
particularly risky year for Lyme in 
the northeastern U.S. Their method 
of prediction relies on counting 
mice from the year before, which 
researchers Rick Ostlfeld and 
Felicia Keesing said can infect up to 
95 percent of the ticks that feed on 
them.
The mice outbreak in the Hudson 
River Valley in New York was 
particularly alarming to Ostlfedl 
and Keesing, and they said other 
parts of the Northeast are now also 
primed for a possible jump in cases 
of Lyme.
Deer ticks have plenty of animals 
to parasitize in Pennsylvania. 
Though deer blood is often a 
choice meal for ticks, it is the 
white-footed mice that serve as the 
“reservoirs of infection,” according 
to the American Lyme Disease 
Foundation. A tick will feed on an 
infected mouse, then pass on the 
Lyme disease spirochete to a human.

The disease itself actually lives in 
the gut of the tick, not the mouth, so 
there is a good chance of removing 
the tick before becoming infected, 
as long as the victim of the bite acts 
early.
According to published studies, 
a tick normally cannot begin 
transmitting the spirochete until 
about 36 to 48 hours of feeding have 
passed.
The ratio of infected ticks can 
also vary wildly from region to 
region. In areas with lower rates 
of infection, such as the Pacific 
Northwest, infection rates can be as 
low as 2 percent. In areas of high 
infection, known as hyperendemic 
areas, the rate can be as high as 50 
percent.
As of now, experts say a tick is the 
only way to get Lyme. It cannot be 
sexually transmitted, attempts to 
spread the disease among uninfected 
lab rats by mosquitoes have failed, 
and horse flies and deer flies also 
have not been shown to transmit the 
disease, even though they may carry 
Borrelia burgdorferi. The ALDF 
said those insects have not been 
properly tested to verify the disease, 
and ticks remain the real concern.
The Centers for Disease Control, as 
well as every health practitioner and 

Lyme disease group, advocates for 
daily tick checks. The CDC calls for 
showering as soon as possible when 
coming indoors from any activity, 
even if a person was not in the 
woods and was merely gardening in 
the backyard. A person should use a 
full-length mirror to check all parts 
of the body.
Clothes should be put in the dryer 
for 10 minutes if dry and longer if 
damp.
Ticks are especially attracted to 
dark, damp spaces like behind the 
ear or under the armpit.
Clothing can be pretreated with 
products containing 0.5 percent of 
permethrin, which will be effective 
even after several washings. Skin 
repellents should contain 20 percent 
or more DEET, picardin or IR3535.
Diagnosing Lyme is tricky, as is 
even identifying if a person should 
go in for medical treatment. Many 
who contract Lyme will not have 
the telltale bull’s-eye rash. Medical 
practitioners recommend seeking 
help if flu symptoms persist, or if 
a person experiences swelling and 
joint pain or fatigue.
Russ Rossman Jr., 64, of State 
College, said even with health 
insurance he spent $60,000 trying 
to figure out what was causing his 
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9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

Anthony and Ken Garove with a hickory shad 4-9-2017.

debilitating fatigue.
During an interview May 23, 
Rossman said Lyme cost him his 
job at Penn State. He spent a year 
dealing with ongoing fatigue and 
was burning through sick days and 
vacation days as he searched for 
answers, and eventually had to leave 
his job.
He said he still is not sure when 
exactly he got the disease. He was 
active with the Boy Scouts from 
2001 to 2008, and started to “really 
feel it” in 2006 when the fatigue 
started.
Rossman went to 23 different 
specialists, including psychologists, 
he said. He said the stress from 
not knowing what was causing the 
fatigue only made his symptoms 
worse.
“You don’t have to go hiking in the 
woods,” he said. “It’s all around us. 
It’s not limited to outdoors people. 

It’s in this entire area.”
He said he has pulled ticks off of 
himself while mowing his lawn in 
the Park Forest neighborhood.
Now, Rossman said he has a handle 
on the disease, but his current 
doctor in King of Prussia told him 
he will never recover 100 percent, 
and may only get 80 percent of the 
way there.
There are good days with Lyme, he 
said, and bad days.
“You’re a rollercoaster,” Rossman 
said. “You start feeling good and 
overdo it … then eventually crash.”
With some good acting on the bad 
days and careful watching of his 
activity level, he said his life is 
improving.
“It doesn’t mean you have to sit at 
home in bed, but you never know 
when it’s going to be a good day or 
bad day.”
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods

Wink’s would like to thank 
Somerset County Young Farmers 
- Somerset County Farm Bureau 
- Wicomico Young Farmers and 

Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit for 
their Donations to 

Our Big Doe Contest

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

Collyer Jones abord the ‘Northstar’ with a nice Striper

Call Capt. Jonathan @ 410-490-4257 
or email Jonathan@estents.com

Shore Thing Charter Group
Fish aboard 

“Reel Intents” 
38’ Henriques Sport Fisherman

Now booking for
Offshore Tuna/Marlin 

trips out of Ocean City, 
MD June – October

Tim Campbell and Tim Burnum with white perch caught in the 
Susquehanna River out of Lapidum on 4-29-2017.

Zeljko Koretic aka Zeeman with a nice crappie from the 
Gunpowder River 4-9-2017.

Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com

19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349
Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

McGinnity Marine Art
FishTaxidermy at it’s Best!

George mcginnity is a pioneer in the art of creating replicas. George 
has realized that although these resources were renewable, many s

pecies could not keep up with the pressure of modern day technology 
and travel. The replica is a modern art form that transfers the body 

and shape of a real fish into a permanent molded imprint. That 
requires sacrificing one real fish so that others may be returned 
to their natural habitat. The artist then creates the replica fish.

Many tedious hours go into recreating the natural colors. 
Each individual replica is carefully hand painted and characterized.
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Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381
All About Bait and Tackle Shop

Live and Frozen Baits
Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / Razor Clams / 
Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle / Crabbing Suppies / Pots / 

Lines and Much More!  7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

Fishery managers weighing 
cuts in Bay crab harvest
Move prompted by survey finding big drop in juvenile crustaceans
By Rona Kobell

Chesapeake Bay crabbers will likely face some 
harvest restriction this season to protect future 
generations of the iconic crustacean, a move managers 
say is necessary because of the low population of 
juveniles.

Fishery managers for Maryland, Virginia and the 
Potomac River Fisheries Commission all say they 
are considering shortening the season and imposing 
stricter limits on the harvest of female crabs. They are 
not proposing changes in male crab catches.

News of harvest cuts surprised some crabbers at 
Maryland’s Blue Crab Industry Advisory Committee 
last week. The latest winter dredge survey results 
released in April showed the highest number of 
female crabs in the 28-year history of the annual 
count. Female crabs clocked in at 254 million, a 31 
percent increase over last year.

But the Baywide survey, which counts the crabs in 
more than 1,000 locations as they burrow in the mud, 
estimated there were 125 million juvenile crabs in 
the Chesapeake, a 54 percent decrease from the 271 
million found in 2016. That is the lowest tally since 
2013 — a year when crabbers also had their catch 
curtailed — and one of the five lowest estimates since 
1990, managers said.

As a result, managers are expecting a robust 
harvest for the first half of this year, fueled by the 
large number of adults now in the Bay. But catches 
of the Chesapeake’s most valuable seafood will need 
to be curtailed later in the year to protect the smaller 
number of juvenile crabs as they reach market size.

Maryland and Virginia are both expected to decide 
by the end of June on harvest restrictions, which will 
take effect for the remainder of the 2017 season. The 
Potomac River commission will discuss its plan at its 
June 1 meeting, executive secretary Martin Gary said.

Maryland crabbers had expected status quo, at 
least, and possibly some easing of catch limits based 
on news reports quoting a Department of Natural 
Resources press release saying the survey had found 
the Bay’s crab population “resilient and steady,” with 
a record number of spawning females. They came to 
the meeting Thursday night hoping to maintain last 
year’s longer season and perhaps even secure more 
concessions. Last year’s survey results were so good 
that both Maryland and Virginia extended the season 
for about three weeks.

Instead, Mike Luisi, assistant director of fisheries 
and boating services with the Maryland DNR, talked 
about a return to 2013, when the season closed on 
Nov. 10. Last year, the season extended to Nov. 30.

“We had 54 percent less juveniles this year than 
last year. To come into here thinking that we’re going 
to have status quo is unrealistic,” he said.

As with this year’s survey, the 2013 crab canvass 
showed a robust population of females and low 
abundance of juveniles, which are 2.4 inches across 
or smaller yet can be expected to grow to market size 
by next year. Maryland responded then by tightening 
bushel limits and shortening the season, aiming to cut 
the harvest 20– 40 percent. The move worked, Luisi 
said, as the population rebounded enough to relax the 
limits and extend the season for 2015.

If the department were to follow 2013’s lead, the 
season would close Nov. 10 and many crabbers, 
depending on the type of license they held, would take 
between three and seven bushels less; some would 
take no decrease at all. Daily catch limits vary over the 
season, but last September, for example, they ranged 
from 19 bushels for a crabber fishing 300 pots to 35 
bushels for a crabber with up to 900 pots.

The 2013 cuts show what works for a sustainable 
fishery, Luisi said. But he and Fisheries Director 
Dave Blazer told the crabbers they were open to other 

suggestions, such as an even 
earlier season closure paired 
with a smaller reduction in 
the daily bushel limits.

But not every crab 
scientist approves of how 
management has reacted to 
the year-over-year changes 
in the notoriously boom-
and-bust blue crab species. 
Tom Miller, a crab specialist 

who directs the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory at 
the University of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science, said it’s hard to evaluate the population’s 
long-term stability and the harvest it can withstand 
if management reacts seasonally. Crabs live between 
one and three years and can reproduce furiously, or not 
much at all. After being spawned near the mouth of 
the Bay, their offspring hitch a ride on ocean currents 
back into the Chesapeake. Some years, many return; 
some years, many don’t.

“I am not convinced that we need to change 
management,” Miller said. “One of my concerns 
has been that managers have been too responsive to 
individual winter dredge survey results. The reference 
points are meant to be long-term responses of the 
crab population under constant conditions — and as 
a result, frequent changes to the management regime 
makes evaluation of this problematical.”

Robert T. Brown, president of the Maryland 
Watermen’s Association, didn’t like the choices facing 
watermen at the meeting: “You either shoot yourself 
in the head, or you shoot yourself in the foot.”

Though George O’Donnell, DNR’s liaison to the 
watermen’s community, said he’d been traveling 
around the state warning that a cut was coming, Brown 
and most of the watermen were expecting better news.

“Everybody came here tonight thinking we would 
get an increase. There’s more crabs than we’ve seen in 
years,” said Thomas “Bubby” Powley, a Dorchester 
County trotliner. “They’re telling me they’re not 
there? The proof is in the pudding,” he said, holding 
up a cell phone photo of small crabs he’d caught and 
had to throw back.

Added his brother, Larry “Boo” Powley: “The 
boys are coming in with their limit at 10:30, 11 a.m.”

Despite the managers’ admonition that harvest 
restrictions are needed to sustain the crab population, 
the Powleys also asked Luisi and Blazer to let 
watermen in their part of the Bay catch more 5-inch 
male crabs.

Under rules in effect since 2001, the smallest crab 
that can be caught legally increases in mid-July from 
5 inches across to 5.25 
inches. The midseason 
increase was set to give 
male crabs more time in 
the water to mate with 
females and enhance 
reproduction. Miller, the 
UM crab scientist, has 
said that seemingly small 
annual change in catch 
regulations helps sustain 
the Bay’s crab population.

Some Dorchester 
Coun ty  wa te rmen , 
including the Powleys, 
began pushing two years 
ago to delay the increase 
in minimum catchable size. 
They sell those smaller 
crabs to picking houses, and 
complained the crustaceans 
in their part of the Bay don’t 
grow to the larger sizes that 
Baltimore and Southern 
Maryland crabbers see.

The department has 
resisted, and Luisi again 
told the group that such a 
change was not realistic, 
as the winter survey found 
male crabs had decreased 

16 percent since last year and are only about half the 
abundance that scientists observed in the early 1990s.

The fight over the 5-inch crab apparently cost 
DNR’s crab manager, Brenda Davis, her job after 
28 years with the department. Davis did not make 
the decision against relaxing the minimum catchable 
size; she merely delivered it. But several watermen 
met with Gov. Larry Hogan Jr. and his deputy chief 
of staff, Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, to complain 
about the catch restriction and accused Davis of not 
being flexible enough about the rule. The Hogan 
administration fired her shortly after the meeting 
and has refused since to give a reason, saying it is a 
personnel matter.

The Maryland DNR will decide what, if any, 
changes to make in crabbing regulations in consultation 
with its Tidal Fisheries Advisory Commission. No 
meeting date has been set.  Once the department 
decides, it will put out a notice for the change, to take 
effect 48 hours later.

Virginia’s Crab Management Advisory Committee 
is scheduled to discuss its options May 17, with the 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission likely to 
make a decision at its June 27 meeting. Commissioner 
John M.R. Bull said he expected to take some action, 
and that repeating last year’s late closing on Dec. 15 
and this year’s early opening on March 1 would not 
be possible, given the drop in juvenile numbers.

“This year’s babies are next year’s mamas,” he 
said. “We want less of them to be harvested in the fall, 
so they will be able to be next year’s mamas. There 
was a warning sign and a blinking light that went on 
with the juvenile numbers; that means we have to be 
cautious in how we handle the spring fishery. I’m not 
exactly sure what it will be, but we need to do the 
right thing in light of the low levels of juveniles for 
the health of this fishery.”

One option that is not likely to pass muster at the 
commission is the reopening of the winter dredge 
fishery, where crabbers take pregnant females who 
are burrowed in the mud. Virginia closed the fishery 
in 2008 after that year’s winter survey found the crab 
population had hit a historic low. Every year since, 
crabbers have lobbied to reopen the winter dredge 
fishery to provide a winter income and allocate the 
pain of cuts fairly among all crabbing sectors. But 
the commission has declined. The reopening is on the 
agenda again for the commission’s June meeting, but 
Bull said the low juvenile numbers “seem to preclude 
the re-opening” of that fishery.

About Rona Kobell
Rona Kobell is a former writer for the Baltimore 

Sun. - www.bayjournal.com
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Todd Nicusanti and his son Will at my pond with a pickerel caught and released.

Where the Hunt Never Ends!

A+
New Owner Mike & Kelli, - 3021 Churchville Road 

(Rt. 22) • Churchville, MD 410-734-9554 
www.deercreekarchery.com

Archery Tag 
Is Here!

We welcome all types of events-Team Building 
Groups, Corporate Parties, 

Birthday Parties, Scouting Groups, 
Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties etc.

Specialty Party price of $199 (regular price $400) for groups of 8 
during the introduction promotion - 8 or more call for details !

Attention Rewards 
- Rewards - 
Rewards !!!
Purchase a 

Compound Bow 
from us this year 

and you can choose 
the following two 

Rewards.
1 - Six hand feather 
fletched & crested 

arrows.
2- Six hour range 

pass. 
3 - Color upgrade on 

Bow.
Check website for 

additional  
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 
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OUTPOST 544

Open Early 
Every Morning!
Very Fresh 

Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Hot & Cold Foods
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Michael Kennedy Jr. was crabbing on May 
28th when he spotted this pod of Porpoises 
in Harris Creek near Tilghman Island, MD.
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This is the Hatfield meat company group that limited out on the ‘Northstar’ with Captain 
Lawrence Tyler out of Tilghman Island, MD.

Captain Brady Sweitzer on the ‘Casey Michelle’ has his customers 
with a limit during the Spring 2017 season.

Mike Maness, with his Gobbler taken in 
New Market MD.

Dave Zeigler Sr with a monster 22lb Baltimore County Gobbler 
with a 10 inch beard.

More than 44 million Americans six years of age and older 
enjoy fishing every year.

An average angler spends $1,261 every year on the sport.

33.1 million Americans ages 16+ spent an average of 17 days fishing.

Anglers spent a total of $15.5 billon dollars on fishing gear in 2011, and 
an additional $21.8 billion on trip related items 

such as food and lodging.

Over one quarter of all anglers are female.

Hunters and anglers support more jobs nationwide than 
the number of people employed by Wal-Mart.
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SpannIng ThE globE

12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Largest 
Ammunition 

supplier in 
Kent County, 

MD.

“In a civilized and 
cultivated country, wild 
animals only continue 

to exist at all when 
preserved by sportsmen.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt

64-POUND MASSACHUSETTS 
STRIPED BASS IS TOO BIG FOR 

THE COOLER!

Jeff Fortin tell the story behind this big fish His group 
was already having a really good day on the water in 
Buzzards Bay when this lunker hit.
It’s too bad they couldn’t revive this monster and give it 
the chance to grow even bigger. This bass is only about 9 
pounds off the mark for Massachusetts’ state record of 
77 pounds that’s been reached three times. At least the 
fish won’t go to waste.

US: caught in 
Illinois a record 
size flathead 
catfish

Over the last several weeks 
several rivers, to include the 
Mississippi, are well over their 
banks and flooded out due to 
heavy rains.

Thousands of acres of 
farmland near riverways are 
underwater right now for this 
reason. 

Farmer Louis Glidewell took 
advantage of the situation 
and went fishing in his own 
backyard and caught a 

monster size flathead catfish.

After measurements were taken, 
Glidewell’s near-record flathead 
weighed out to 77.55 pounds, just 
missing the state mark by four 
pounds. 

It also had a 57-inch length and 
an incredible 37-inch girth.

THAILAND: caught an 
impressive 222 lb siamese carp

British fisherman shatters 
previous siamese carp world 
record on a fishing trip in 
Thailand.

No one knows this better than 
the unofficial new world record 
holder for largest carp Tim Webb.
He landed the massive 222 pound 
record-breaking Siamese carp 
while in Ban Pong, Thailand. The 
fish easily shattered the official 
world record of 150 pounds.
It was an hard 90 minute fight 
before he was able to land the 
fish.
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“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

THE BIGGUN!!!!

Fishermen go fishing to catch a 
fish! Sure, we love the sounds of 
nature, the beauty, the stress free 
therapeutic impact that fishing 
provides. But, our main goal is to 
not just catch fish, but to catch a 
“Biggun”!

A “BIGGUN” is simply another 
name for a “Hawg, Pig, Monster, 
Jaws, Lunker, or Whale” of a BIG 
fish! We have all seen them in our 
dreams. On occasion, we have an 
encounter with a “Biggun”!

The other day I was trout fishing 
along a favorite river. After gearing 
up, I walked to a nearby rock and 
started fishing. My polaroid glasses 
allowed me to clearly look into the 
water. I cast into the pool and hooked 
a nice 14 inch rainbow. As I reeled 
him in, I saw him! A “BIGGUN” 
was following his buddy toward my 
net. Of course, he spooked, but now 
I knew where the BIGGUN lived.

I spent the morning fishing other 
spots and caught several other trout. 
Giving the BIGGUN’s pool time to 
calm down was my goal. No one 
else was fishing, so the secret of the 
BIGGUN’s hole was secure. After 
a couple of hours, it was time to 
tackle the BIGGUN.

When I returned to the home of 
the BIGGUN, I could not see him. 
A large boulder offered a perfect 
hiding spot for a large trout. After 
casting some bait, flies, and jigs 
into the spot, without any luck, it 
was time for a new weapon.

I tied on a Panther Martin 
spinner, that I modified by tying 
on yel low Impala  hai r.  You 
have to make every lure, or bait 

different, so you can make them your 
own. I sharpened the treble hooks, 
and made sure that my knot was 
strong. Next I checked my drag and 
inspected my line for any nicks or 
abrasions. There is not much wiggle 
room for mistakes when using 2 lb. 
test monofilament, and a 5 foot long 
Ultra-Light rod, and reel.

“Make your first cast the best 
cast!” That is what my Father had 
always taught me. “Fish every cast 
like you are about to get a bite!” 
My first cast was perfect. It was 
slightly upstream of the big boulder 
and avoided a tangle of snags and 
branches. I closed the bail and began 
the slow retrieve. The spinner’s 
blade spun enticingly, as I directed 
it in front of the huge boulder.

Suddenly, the BIGGUN appeared! 
He could not resist the attractive 
spinner, and attacked it. As I set the 
hook, the BIGGUN leaped 2 feet 
out of the water. The battle was on. 
There were many rocks, snags, and 
tangles in the pool. My reel’s drag 
was screaming as I tried to steer 
the BIGGUN away from them. The 
battle went up and down the pool, 
as I hung on for dear life.

When a fisherman hooks a 
BIGGUN, we become children 
again. The initial excitement of 
an encounter with a BIGGUN, is 
always the same. We are suddenly 
excited, and energized at the same 
time. No drug or chemical has the 
same effect. This “high” is why 
we fish. The memory, and thrill, 
of a caught BIGGUN is only beat 
by the memory of a BIGGUN that 
gets away.

Today, my memory would be 
of a BIGGUN in the creel. I slid 
the huge trout into my small net 
and backed away from the river. It 
was time to catch my breath, slow 

my heart, and calm down, while I 
savored the victory.

This is the part of the story when a 
Purist would say, “and I released the 
beautiful trout back into the rippling 
stream”. Sorry, this BIGGUN was 
going to be dinner! The huge filets 
would be planked and grilled for a 
family meal. Today’s BIGGUN was 
a 20 inch stocked rainbow trout. 
On another day, a BIGGUN could 
be a huge rockfish, bass, flounder, 
or Bluegill. In every species, size 
matters, when qualifying as a 
BIGGUN!

There are many things that we 

may forget with time, our partners 
Birthday, social events, or when to 
do our chores. We never forget the 
encounters with the BIGGUNS in 
our lives. The details are perfectly 
stored in our memories forever. It 
is these memories that help us to 
brag, remember, and take just one 
more cast!

Tight lines, and a bigger net!
Montana Grant

For  more  Montana  Grant , 
v i s i t  h i s  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w.
montanagrantfishing.com.

Montana Grant fished the "Susky" with “nephew and niece” 
Jackson and Elle for a fun evening of fishing. Everyone caught 
fish. We netted 9 species of fish including this 15+pound "Bugle 
Mouth Bass". This was a lot of carp for a 6 foot rod with 6 pound 
test line. Plenty of big "Blackbacks" went into the bucket for 
dinner. White perch are bountiful and tasty!

Casey Michelle Charters
Captain Brady Sweitzer

Full and Half day trips for Rockfish - Bluefish - 
Spanish Mackeral - Leaving from Kentmoor Marina - 

Kent Island, MD. / Cell - 410-829-9816 - 
caseymcharters@gmail.com - www.caseymichellecharters.com 

USCG Licensed & Insured for up to 6 passangers
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In order to provide better conservation to overfished 
populations of dusky sharks, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) recently finalized some pretty 
dramatic changes to the regulations for recreational shark 
fishing that will take effect in 2018 and are going to 
change the way a lot of anglers do what they do when 
they try to catch a shark. 

The new regulations will require all anglers who 
intend to fish for sharks to obtain a “shark endorsement” 
on their HMS Permit and to use circle hooks whenever 
they are fishing with bait intended for sharks. It’s 
predicted that these two regulations will provide an 
adequate amount of additional conservation to dusky 
sharks that will allow their populations to return to 
acceptable levels.

For anglers who have already acquainted themselves 
with the use of circle hooks for sharks, next season will 
just be business as usual. But for those who have stuck 
to the old ways of using single or double-hook rigs 
with j-hooks, some changes in their rigging and fishing 
techniques will need to be made to stay effective at both 
hooking and landing sharks.

There’s probably not too many fishermen these days 
who haven’t had at least some experience using circle 
hooks for certain fish under certain situations. Whether 
chunking for tuna, wreck fishing for sea bass, live 
baiting for stripers, or tournament fishing for billfish, 
we all know how effective the unconventional looking 
hooks can be when used properly. A lot of fishermen 
have come to know that when they use circle hooks 
they have a better bite to hook-up ratio and there is 
less chance that the fish will throw the hook during the 
fight. Add to it the fact that the circle hook is less likely 
to gut-hook a fish, thus providing released fish a better 
chance for survival, and it’s obvious that circle hooks 
are a win-win for fish and fishermen.

 To effectively use circle hooks for sharks anglers must 
first get past a few misconceptions about the hooks. A 
few years ago when circle hooks were first required to 
be used in the Ocean City Shark Tournament a number 
of local tackle shops stocked up with big mega-size 
circle hooks that also carried a mega-size price of $5-
$8 a piece! Unfortunately, from that some anglers were 
lead to believe that in order to catch a BIG shark you 
needed a BIG expensive hook that would get around 
a BIG jaw. But the fact is, when a circle hook plants 
properly in the corner of the mouth of a shark it does 
not set around the jaw itself but in the fleshy fold of skin 
in the front of the cheek area. This part of the mouth is 
made up of both thick skin and tough mussel, so when 
a hook loges itself there it’s not likely to pull out. It’s 
also not as broad as the jaw is so it does not require a 
hook with an extra large gap to find a good hold.

After experimenting with a number of different size 
and type of circle hook for sharks we settled on the 

basic Mustad 39960D in the size of 16/0 for the larger 
offshore sharks (including makos) and the same hook in 
size 13/0 when we’re fishing nearshore and anticipating 
smaller sharks. The 39960D has the classic full curl 
design and is made from heavy enough wire that it is 
not likely to straighten under normal fishing pressure. 
Best of all, usually priced at less than a buck each, these 
are not expensive hooks!

The way a circle hook wedges itself into the corner 
of the mouth does not require a super sharp hook so 
that another advantage to using the 39960D is that even 
though it is not considered to be a “pre-sharpened” hook, 
it’s definitely sharp enough to be fished right out of the 
box. As long as the point is just a little bit sticky it will 
grab and hold on to the corner of the sharks mouth. The 
only adjustment we make to the hooks before using them 
is to smash the barb down. Circle hooks do not need a 
barb to stay in place, the only advantage to a barb on a 
circle hook is that it helps to hold the bait in place. On 
choppy days if we find that our softer baits are working 
their way off the hook we’ll use small rubber bands to 
hold it all together. Removing the barb makes it easier 
for us rotate out the hook with our pliers or push it out 
with a de-hooking tool.

Another misconception is that when baiting a hook 
for sharks that the hook must be concealed in the bait. 
By concealing a circle hook in a bait the anger reduces 
chances of a good hookup because the bait clumps-up 
in the gap of the hook and prevents it from setting. 
For best results circle hooks should be as exposed as 
possible, don’t worry about the shark seeing the hook 
and spooking away, he’s not worried about the hook 
he wants the bait! 

To properly impale a bait on a circle hook requires 
that the hook go through a thin but tough part of the 
bait. Obviously if the bait is a fillet the hook needs 
to through the skin. If it is a fish head or a whole fish 
anglers will just have to get creative and find a way to 
either hook it through the back of the head, the lips, 
or the eyes. We’ve have very good luck by securing 
a plastic cable-tie either through the eye sockets or 
through the top lip and out of the bottom lip and then 
simply passing the hook through the loop in the cable 
tie. This leaves the hook totally exposed with the bait 
held very firmly by the cable tie.

For a lot of years my standard shark rig was two-
hook j-hook rig. As it was, the second hook was there 
because we often fished with very large or long baits 
and I wanted to make sure that wherever the shark bit 
the bait he’d get a hook. The problem we sometimes 
saw was that a shark would grab a big bait and shake the 
heck out of it to rip out a bite size piece and sometimes 
dislodging both hooks in the process. We also began 
to notice that when a shark rolled into the slick, if it 
was all fired up and ready to eat it would bite anything 
we had out there. If, on the other hand, it was a more 
“normal” shark, it would swim around and look at all 
the baits before eventually settling on one, and that one 
bait was usually the smallest bait we had out. 

The moral of that story is that a shark will either 
come in hungry or finicky, and a finicky shark will be 
more inclined to eat a small bait, while a hungry shark 
will eat whatever you serve to it. So if all you have 

out is modest size baits 
you’ll still catch just as 
many sharks. Which gets 
me back to the subject of 

single or double hook rigs. With a small bait a shark has 
no reason to shake it down to bite size pieces because 
it’s already bite size. Open mouth, take in bait, close 
mouth - it’s that simple. Once the bait is inside the 
mouth the line only needs to come tight and the circle 
hook will do its job.  Fish on!

I know, I know - some shark fishermen have a love 
affair with fishing big jinormous baits, but I’m saying 
that regardless of the type of hook you use, you’ll me 
more successful - more often if you scale your baits 
down to bite size pieces. How big is that? I would say 
that nothing larger than the size of an average Boston 
Mackerel or 1-2 pound snapper bluefish. Half that size 
is OK too. The only reason I’d consider using a really 
large bait is if I was not chumming and I needed the 
bait itself to provide the scent trail.

With J-hooks the standard procedure is to fish with 
the reels set close to free-spool so that when a shark 
picks up the bait you can give it a drop-back to make 
sure the offering is well inside the mouth before putting 
the reel in gear and setting the (well sharpened) hook 
very hard a bunch of times. So now that we have a 
single circle hook lightly embedded in a bite size bait, 
we can fish our reels in the “strike” position because 
when the shark picks up a bait it’s going to take that 
bait (and hook) entirely into its mouth in one slurp. 
As soon as the line comes tight and the shark feels 
resistance form the line it will likely take off and the 
hook will be set from the rod holder. If a shark picks 
up a bait and keeps coming at the boat the angler will 
want to crank up the slack quickly and come tight on 
the fish so it doesn’t get under the boat and foul up on 
the running gear.

One more benefit of using circle hooks for sharks is 
that, because hooking a shark does not require coming 
tight on the line and hauling back on the rod to drive the 
hook home, there is no longer an advantage to using a 
stretch-free line such as Dacron or braid. Monofilament 
line works just fine for sharks on circle hooks. In fact, I 
prefer using mono with circle hooks as I feel that a little 
stretch in the line helps to ease the hook into place rather 
than snatching it there, and of course mono is cheaper 
and more forgiving than braid or Dacron.

Even though the circle hook regulation won’t take 
effect until next year it would probably be wise for 
shark anglers to start getting comfortable with using 
them this season so that they can work out any kinks 
in their techniques before the 2018 tournaments roll 
around and they find themselves forced to learn when 
there is money on the line and a monster in their slick. 
And while I don’t like to use the term “guarantee” for 
anything related to fishing, I can “almost” guarantee 
that once anglers get over the learning curve of using 
circle hooks for sharks, they won’t miss their old rusty 
J-hooks one bit!

Mark Sampson
Fish Finder Adventures LLC

Ocean City, MD

410-726-7946

www.BigSharks.com

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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Great day on the Chesapeake with the folks from Perdue aboard the Kingfish II.

Sue DeLazaro with her first big Striper aboard the Kingfish II.

Survey Finds 
Resilient 
Chesapeake 
Bay Blue Crab 
Population

Number of Spawning-Age 
Female Crabs up 31 Percent 

to Historic High

The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources today released the 
results of the 2017 Blue Crab Winter 

Dredge Survey, which shows that the 
population of crabs remains resilient 
and steady.

While the survey indicates the 
population has slightly decreased due 
to lackluster recruitment, it showed a 
surge in spawning-age female crabs 
to the highest level recorded in the 
28-year history of the baywide survey.

Blue crab reproduction is naturally 
highly variable due to the complex life 
cycle of the animal. Tiny, larval blue 
crabs spend the first part of their lives 
in the Atlantic Ocean and rely heavily 
on favorable currents, temperatures 
and winds to bring them into the 
Chesapeake Bay, where they grow. 
Optimal conditions do not occur every 
year, so a decrease in the number of 
young crabs this year was neither 
unexpected nor unprecedented.

“Despite the modest number of 

young crabs, the total population 
remains stable and the number of 
spawning age females – a major 
scientific benchmark for the health 
of the species – rose,” Fishing and 
Boating Services Director David 
Blazer said. “This is testament to 
the state’s adaptive and effective 
management of the fishery.”

The overall population of crabs 
was estimated at 455 million, the 11th 
highest level recorded by the survey. 
The spawning female stock increased 
31 percent, from 194 million to 254 
million, exceeding the healthy target 
level of 215 million for the first time 
since 2010. While the adult female 
segment increased, the adult male 
stock decreased 16 percent. 

The healthy abundance of adult 
crabs in the Chesapeake Bay bodes 
well for crabbers in the first half of the 

2017 crabbing 
season (April-
July).  When 
the young crabs 
begin to enter 
the fishery in 
m i d s u m m e r, 
their scarcity 
m a y  r e s u l t 
i n  m o r e 
c h a l l e n g i n g 
conditions later 
this year and 
next.

The  2016 
b a y w i d e 
crab harvest 
i n c r e a s e d 
for the third 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
year for a total 
harvest of just 

under 60 million pounds. The 
Maryland harvest was a bit over 30 
million pounds; it continues to operate 
at sustainable levels. Adhering to 
the current management strategy of 
maintaining a steady harvest rate 
should keep a measure of resiliency 
in the population and allow for good 
recruitment when environmental 
conditions are more favorable.

“We will now discuss the survey 
results with the Blue Crab Industry 
Advisory Committee and Tidal 
Fisheries Advisory Commission to 
determine next steps,” Blazer said. 
“Any adjustment, be it catch limit or 
season length, will only be considered 
after we receive input from all parties 
involved.”

The Winter Dredge Survey has been 
conducted annually by the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
since 1990 to provide the primary 
assessment of the Chesapeake Bay’s 
blue crab population. The fishery is 
managed cooperatively by Maryland, 
Virginia and the Potomac River 
Fisheries Commission.

In the survey, biologists use dredge 
equipment to capture, measure, record 
and release blue crabs at 1,500 sites 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay from 
December through March. Crabs 
tend to bury in the mud in the winter, 
which makes it possible for scientists 
to develop accurate estimates.

The Chesapeake Bay Stock 
Assessment Committee is currently 
reviewing the survey results and 
plans to release a full analysis later 
this summer.
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“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

Napping

“I know 
you don’t 
w a n t  t o 
hear this 
but if you 

want a shot at killing that tom 
you need to be up by 4am, and in 
the woods by no later than 5am 
my hunting my hunting partner 
informed me.”

I looked down at my watch and 
counted with my limited mail skills. 
If I immediately went to sleep that 
would give me a total of about 4 
½ hours till the alarm went off. 
After 30 seconds of consideration 
I thought to myself, I’m not going 
to kill that tom sleeping in bed, so 
I guess 4am it is.

By about 9am, the tom nor any 
turkey had graced me with his 
presence despite my best imitation 
of a single lonely hen at a wedding 
during last call.  My eyes started to 
remind me that 4 hours of sleep was 
not really sufficient for my middle 
aged body. I leaned up against the 
back of the chair and proceeded to 
drift off into a slumber dreaming of 
strutting toms attacking my decoy.  
Twenty minutes later I awoke with 
a crick in my neck and an unused 
turkey tag in my vest.

Let’s face it, when you hunt, it 
involves lot of getting up at zero 
dark thirty.  Rising at an hour 
when your body wants more REM 
sleep is made even more difficult 
with what life constantly throws 
in your way.  Having to work, 
small children crying in the middle 
of the night, an amorous partner, 
dogs barking, rummaging through 
the house looking for your license, 
watching the end of the ballgame, 
and the common hanging out with 
the boys for just one more adult 
beverage.  With all of these factors 

conspiring to against hunters, it’s no 
wonder we sometimes find ourselves 
needing a nap. 

Over the years I have come to 
realize that are certain places for 
napping and some that are off limits.  
The first place that hunters should 
avoid napping at all costs is in an 
elevated tree stand.  The idea of 
gravity waking you up from your 
slumber should be enough to make 
you reach into your pack for drink 
of the Red Bull/Five Hour Energy 
combination drink that your 18 year 
old nephew swears by.  

The second place a hunter 
should never attempt to nap is in a 
duck blind or goose pit.  There is 
something about someone falling 
asleep in a blind that turns everyone 
else into an instant ten year old.  I 
must admit the amount of gags, 
signs, and pictures with fowl and 
said napper in unique positions is 
enough to force me chug mountains 
dew and pop chocolate flavored 
coffee beans. With cell phones, 
nappers should be forewarned that 
their image will be seen by no less 
than thirty thousand people by the 
time they wake up from their nap.

Where to nap is akin to what kind 
of hotel you like to stay in.

The five star lodging and one 
of my favorite places to grab an 
afternoon siesta is in a box blind.  
They might as well rename them 
afternoon mini hotels for hunters.  
After a few days of hard hunting 
and late nights finds many of hunters 
at my club doing rock, paper and 
scissors to see who will get the hotel 
for the afternoon.  Protected from the 
elements in the plastic hermitically 
sealed box, and large enough to fit 
a leather captain’s chairs, ensures 
sweet dreams.

A three star hotel is a pop up blind. 

They come in various sizes but lack 
the floor and aren’t all that warm 
(unless you have your Mr. Heater) 
which then elevates the pop up blind 
to three and half stars.  I remember 
setting up in a blind one afternoon 
in some timber. I curled up on the 
floor I awoke after 20 minutes to 
see a doe in standing the lane 20 
yards away. I wiped the sleep from 
my eyes and let fly with my bow. 
After the shot I was going to give 
it 30 minutes so I drifted back off 
into slumber and awoke to the same 
scenario. I once again took aim and 
15 minutes later got out of the blind 
and found 2 does within 30 yards of 
each other. This was accomplished 

while not being awake for more than 
20 minutes.

Leaning up against a tree is the 
last option for napping and is best 
equated to the hotel you don’t tell 
anyone you stayed at as you pull in 
past the crime scene tape.  In my 
younger days, a tree with a large 
truck and a bit of shade was enough 
to induce me into a coma during the 
afternoon. There was something 
simple about waking up as the sun’s 
rays hit your face as it was lowering 
in the sky. Alas the backs of middle 
aged men is no longer made to 
become one with the trees.

So as you get ready to hit the 
woods this fall, enjoy your nap. 

410-708-1616
Now Booking for 
Chesapeake Bay 

Fishing!
410-708-1616

Russell Dadds Sr., caught this Crappie last month. 
The fish was 19 3/4" long, and over 3 1/2 pounds on 
the digital scale on the boat. The fish was caught on a 
square bill crankbait in the Susquehanna and promptly 
released.
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Book of the Month
ThE loDgE aT blaCK pEarl 

CooKbooK
raISIng anD 

FEEDIng a 
hunTIng FamIly

by vICKy 
mullanEy

Black Pearl Rockfish Chowder 

The Lodge at Black Pearl on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
has become as renowned for its 
extraordinary food as for its 
legendary waterfowl hunting. The 
chef delighting hunters, family, 
and friends is Vicky Mullaney, 
lodge manager and hunter herself, 
who can also cast a fly rod and butcher a deer. Along with her husband, she 
embraced the healthful benefits of raising five children in the sporting life 
in one of the country’s most beautiful and bountiful wilds. The momentum 
of the farm to table movement in the U.S. continues to entice people into the 
field and stream in search of their own wild meals. Encouraged by reducing 
food costs and eating lean meats that lack growth hormones and antibiotics, 
these new adventurers are enjoying fresh air and the abundance of nature. 
The Lodge at Black Pearl Cookbook offers an array of recipes and tips for 
both fresh game and seafood, along with plentiful and essential culinary 
creations for those who hunt in the grocery store. As Vicky writes in her 
introduction, “At the Black Pearl we celebrate life in the way we live, in 
what we teach, through the meals we share,” and the Mullaney family is 
grateful to share this celebration with you.

To buy the book - http://lodgeatblackpearlcookbook.com/purchase-the-
lodge-at-black-pearl-cookbook/

serves 6 to 8 
From Vicky Mullaney - 

The key to good fish stock and, thereby, 
good chowder is fresh fish frames. I am 
lucky to have a good fish market in town 
and can usually purchase whole rockfish 
the day they are caught. I buy two or three 
large rockfish (twenty-four to thirty-six 
inches long) and have the filets removed. 
They remove the gills and entrails from the 
frames and I use these frames for the stock. 
(The gills impart an off flavor to the broth.) 
The best stock is made from the rockfish 
we catch ourselves. There is something 
very rewarding about growing, catching, 
or shooting your own food. We’ve caught 
some beauties over the years in the Bay 
and off the coast of North Carolina. Now, living on Woolford Creek, we enjoy 
the spring season catching rockfish off the dock or at the mouth of the Little 
Choptank River. 

Fish Stock 
2 to 3 rockfish frames (cut in half with kitchen shears to fit in stockpot) 
1 large onion, peeled and quartered 
5 stalks celery 
1 teaspoon dried thyme 
1 quart dry vermouth or white wine 
Chowder 
8 ounces applewood or hickory smoked bacon 
4 cups chopped onions 
1 cup chopped leeks, white and light green parts only 
1 cup chopped celery 
5 cups large diced Yukon Gold potatoes 
6 cups fish stock 
2 Knorr chicken bouillon cubes 
1 bay leaf 
1⁄2 teaspoon dried thyme or 4 sprigs of fresh thyme 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
3 tablespoons butter, at room temperature 
3 tablespoons flour 
3 cups milk or half-and-half 
3 pounds rockfish cut into 2- to 3-inch chunks 
Chopped parsley 
Chowder crackers

fish stock: Wash the frames thoroughly to remove any bloody bits or entrails. 
Place all the ingredients in a large stockpot and add enough water to cover the 
frames (about 31⁄2 quarts). Bring to a boil, skim off foam, reduce the heat, and 
simmer for 30 minutes. Strain through a sieve or colander into a large pan or 
bowl, pressing the frames against the sieve to release all the juices from the 
frames. Simmer the strained stock for 15 minutes more to reduce it slightly and 
intensify the flavor. Cool and place in storage containers. Refrigerate or freeze. 

chowder: Cut bacon into pieces and brown in a stockpot. Remove bacon bits 
to a plate lined with paper towels. Discard all but 3 tablespoons bacon grease 
in pan. Add the onion, leeks, and celery to the fat and cook, stirring, until the 
vegetables are soft, approximately 8 minutes. Add the potatoes, fish stock, 
bouillon, bay leaf, 1⁄2 the cooked bacon, thyme, and freshly ground pepper. 
Bring to a boil, reduce the heat, and simmer, partially covered, until the potatoes 
are tender, about 15 minutes. 

Mix the softened butter with the flour to form a smooth paste. Whisk this 
into the simmering broth. 

 If you are not serving the chowder immediately, remove from heat and allow 
to cool. Cover and refrigerate until just before serving. Otherwise, add the milk 
or half- and-half, butter, salt, and freshly ground pepper. Bring to a simmer 
and add the rockfish. Cook gently until fish turns opaque, about 5 minutes. 
Add chopped fresh parsley and serve sprinkled with the remaining bacon bits. 

Note: You may substitute other white fish for the rockfish or use a combination 
of cod, pollock, or monkfish. 
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LAB PUPPIES- Purebred, AKC,
OFA, Eyes & EIC CLEAR
$1200 Cambridge, MD 
443-477-2162

Holding property 47 plus or minus 
Acres in Snow Hill Maryland off of 
Public Landing Road one perk all 
wooded excellent deer and turkey 
hunting $139,000 410-310-9191

Will trade 28” Win SX 2
barrel for 26” barrel. 
Contact  Joe at 443-244-7828 

Savage Model 99 Near Mint
.300 cal. $750
410-790-5336

Hornady 44cal xtp 180 gr 100 - 
New bought by mistake can’t return. 
$25 OBO or trade .40 850-902-7226

Steel targets for rifle and pistol 
shooting,  Also large mag rifle gong 
targets.  Round and square cut to 
size.
410-259-4143

For Sale: TC Omega 50 caliber 
muzzleloader with Nikon Pro Staff 
2x7x32 scope. Call 410-236-6350. 
Asking $400.00.

2006 Harley Davidson Road King 
Classic pristine condition over 3000 
and Extras all black and chrome 
$9,995 410-310-9191 garage kept.

ARE camper cap 4/8 foot pickup 
bright red lined on the inside slid-
ing windows and screens skylight 

interior light excellent condition $975 
410-310-9191

Two retired teachers that are hon-
est, safe, and ethical sportsmen 
looking for a nearby deer hunting 
spot. Allows bow, black powder, and 
gun hunting harvest. Prefer Balti-
more, Harford, or Carroll Counties. 
Will pay a fee or supply services 
such as wood cutting, tree planting, 
etc. Willing to share our harvest.
Contact montanagrant08@gmail.
com. 406-539-2701

Wanted: membership in exclusive 
deer hunting club with 3-4 members. 
Will pay top dollar! 609-661-9873

WANTED
Deer Hunting property to buy in 
Maryland - Please call 717-355-2008

350 acres of prime waterfowl and 
deer hunting property for lease in 
Queen Anne MD.  Contact 443-262-
5076 

I am looking for a shore or booby 
blind for the 2016-2017 waterfowl 
season.  Land or boat accessible.  
Kent, Queen Anne’s, or Talbot 
county. 
 Kirk 443-790-2015 or fkw6949@
aim.com

Deer Hunting lease
Needed for 2-3-4 (Family) hunters.  
MD Eastern Shore, or Central VA.  
Call Rich 443-223-2340

Trophy Whitetail Deer & Waterfowl 
Hunting by the day available on 
Maryland Eastern Shore 410-482-
6641
 

For lease hunting property in 
Dorchester county Maryland. Great 
hunting for waterfowl sika whitetail 
turkey and dove. Waterfront and 
inland farms with ponds. 443-521-
0221

Hunting lease available-Eastern 
Shore Virginia, Northampton County, 
seaside, 300 acres, waterfowl, 
deer, turkey, dock access to Barrier 
Islands. 202-359-5818. 

Waterfowl Hunt Club Membership 
available in 10 member Kent County 
club. 5 blinds and 5 pits, Guest privi-
leges, Lodging and more. Contact 
George@chescoat.com  410-703-
3018

DEER CORN - 50 lb bags for sale - 
call 410-758-1824

Premier Waterfowl Club with ac-
cess to prime established flyway 
properties on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore. Limited membership avail-
able 410-482-6643

Native Eastern shoreman look-
ing for hunting property to lease for 
upcoming 2017 2018 season short-
term or preferably long-term lease. 
for waterfowl / Pond’s- impound-
ments Shoreline or fields. deer- 
Whitetail or Sika - turkey- Upland 
- dove ... very responsible and has 

own insurance will pay top dollar 
call today at - 410-714-2200

Selective Trophy Whitetail Hunt-
ing Club with multiple large prop-
erties in Kent, Queen Anne’s, and 
Caroline Counties.  Serious inquiries 
410-482-6641

Wanted hunting property to lease 
call ray 410-370-9885

Wanted To Lease - Shore Blind or 
Blind Site,accessible without boat.  
443-388-0449

5 Secluded Acres with House
3 BR Many  Upgrades
Deer- Turkey- Stocked Pond
Cal Valarie @ 410-463-3627

Rare opportunity  to join a East-
ern Shore Waterfowl Hunting Club 
Limited Memberships if interested 
please call 410-708-0890

For Sale, Dorchester County, 54 
acres. Woods, cabin, storage shed 
near Vienna & Nanticoke River. 
$139,000. Nabb Real Estate, Inc. 
410-228-2014, Carlton Nabb 410-
463-0563

99+ acres Hunting property 
for Waterfowl and Sika Deer. 
Three duck blinds. One mile + 
shoreline on Slaughter Creek, 
Dorchester County Md.

27 Foot camper, Near Blackwa-
ter refuge and less than a mile 
from the public boat ramp.Long 
and Foster 410-221-8000.  Call 
Eddie @ 410-829-2600.

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2017 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2017 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
(410) 

984-3614
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Maryland 
Selects 
Migratory 
Game Bird 
Seasons
After receiving and reviewing 
public input, the Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources has selected the 
2017-2018 migratory game 
bird hunting seasons.

As the last step in the process, 
these recommendations are 
now pending final approval 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

“The department conducted 
an extensive public outreach 
effort, and consulted closely 
with members of the Wildlife 
Advisory Commission and 
Migratory Game Bird 
Advisory Committee,” 
Wildlife and Heritage Service 
Director Paul Peditto said. 
”We are confident the selected 
migratory game bird seasons 
offer a management approach 
that balances the input of our 
citizens and the sustainability 
of this valuable resource.”

Highlights of the department’s 
recommendations include:

Youth waterfowl hunting days 
Nov. 4, 2017, and Feb. 10, 2018;
Regular duck hunting season 
segments from Oct. 14-21, Nov. 
11-24 and Dec. 12 – Jan. 27, 
2018, with a daily bag limit 
of six ducks, including two 
canvasbacks;
The black duck daily bag has 
increased to two per day the 
season;
Migratory Atlantic Population 
Canada goose hunting 
segments from Nov. 18-24 and 
from Dec. 15 – Feb. 3, 2018, 
with a daily bag limit of two 
geese;
Mourning dove season 
segments from Sept. 1 – Oct. 
14; Oct. 26 – Nov. 18; and Dec. 
16 -Jan. 6, 2018.

BE A CHUMMER THIS SUMMER!
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel

All Sizes of Circle Hooks!

CRABBIN’!
LET’S GO

Foxy-Mate Topless
Crab Traps

Model 120T $11.99 each 
- $129.95 Doz.
Foxy-Mate Crab Traps
          Model 66 $9.99 Each         
 $84.95 Doz.

COTTON Crab Rings...
$2.99 Each • $29.95 Dozen

CRAB NETS, All Types & Sizes
Economy Model... Starting at $11.95

New Baskets $9.95
1000’ Snood Trotline $179.95

Snood 25 count - $19.95

1000 Foot Trotline... Nylon...$36.95
500 Foot Tarred Trotline... $21.95Pasadena 4-Door 

Crab Traps
$7.99 Each
$84.95 Doz.

CRAB BAIT IN 
STOCK!

CHICKEN NECKS 
AND EELS

20 Quart and 
up to 

50 Quart Crab Steamers

Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows NOW IN STOCK!

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
•GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES
1957-2017 “60 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

CHUMMING 
OUTFIT

BWS1100, 6’ 6” or 7’ UGLY STIK ROD
Ball Bearing SS Spinning Reel,

4 ball Bearings 17# or 20# Line... $69.95
Rod & Reel Chumming Combos as low as $39.95

Black Saltys, 
Minnows, 
Bloodworms, 
Earthworms, 
Shrimp & Chicken 
Necks
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All sizes of CIRCLE HOOKS

Bear X 
Crossbows 

 New in stock 
Torrix FFL 
Bruzer FFL



June 2017www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com24


