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By Lenny Rudow

The Art of the Retrieve
“Hooked on Fishing”

In the last episode of Got Bait? we put 
live spot up against BKD jigs, while fish-
ing for stripers on the Chesapeake. Spoiler 
alert: the BKDs kicked butt. (What’s Got 
Bait? It’s a new fishing series featuring 
the Rudow boys and their guest anglers, 
who divvy up into “Team Bait” and “Team 
Lures” then have a fish-off. It’s entertain-
ing, it’s educational, and I guarantee it’s 
unlike any fishing show you’ve ever seen 
before – just go to YouTube and type “Got 
Bait?” into the search box, to find it).

Our guest fisherman for this episode 
was Shawn Kimbro, the author of Chesa-
peake Light Tackle, and watching the way 
he retrieves got me thinking about retrieve 
styles in general. Note: Shawn reels in his 
lures with a shockingly violent jigging 
action. In fact, it looks like he’s trying 
to flail the fish into submission with his 
rod tip, and the first time I saw him fish I 
figured I’d catch five times as many rock 
as he would. Wrong! This guy slays ‘em, 
and by my best estimations, I only catch 
four times as many fish as he does (but 
who’s counting?)

How big an effect does the way you 
retrieve have? I’m sure you’ve been on a 
boat where everyone’s casting the same 
type of lure, with the same type of gear, 
and one guy (me) seems to catch way more 
fish than everyone else. Some other guy 
(Shawn) barely gets any bites at all. The 
effect of a regular (or irregular) twitch of 
the rod tip, a faster (or slower) crank of 
the reel handle, or a bottom-bouncing (or 
surface-piercing) retrieve can make the dif-
ference between a full cooler, or an empty 
box. So I thought it would be interesting 
to examine some of the different species 
we chase after in Maryland’s waters, and 
what kind of retrieve(s) send them into 
feeding mode.

Bluefish – If you’re fishing with a soft 

plastic lure, blues will hit it and bite it in 
half no matter how you retrieve it. If you 
tie on a trace of wire and use a metal spoon, 
they won’t hit it no matter how you retrieve 
it. Seriously though, these always-hungry 
fish seem to strike just about anything at 
any time, and if there’s any one species 
for which retrieve style and speed doesn’t 
seem to matter much, this is it. One note: 
if you’re retrieve with a lift-drop style to 
yo-yo a lure as it moves through the water, 
you’ll have a lot more bite-offs than if you 
retrieve quickly and/or steadily because 
blues will attack the lure head-first as it 
sinks, and almost always get your line 
between their teeth.

Flounder – Considering that these fish 
spend a lot of time laying on the bottom, 
they like a surprisingly active retrieve. 
In the bay, rapidly popping lures several 
feet up off the bottom and then allowing 
them to free-fall back down is extremely 
effective. Strangely, in coastal bays they do 
seem to react better to lures that are gently 

lifted off bottom before being allowed to 
sink back down. 

Gray Trout – This is one of the few 
species out there which often likes a slow, 
steady retrieve, particularly when they’re 

staging in deep water. In fact, sometimes 
“dead-sticking” (when you simply allow 
your lure to hang above bottom) is the most 
effective way to catch these fish. 

Red Drum – Reds usually hit best with 
a steady retrieve, but this is a function of 
vibration more than anything else. Savvy 
drum anglers use blade-baits, spoons, 
paddle-tails, and other lures that send out 
vibrations. Reds key in on vibrations quite 
well, so giving this type of lure a steady 
retrieve allows the fish to home in on your 
lure as it moves through the water. 

Spanish Mackerel – Faster is better, 
period. Spanish like a speedy lure, and 
it’s physically impossible to reel one in 
quickly enough that these fish can’t catch 
it. Also, remember that in Chesapeake 
country we generally catch them up top 
on the surface, so waiting for the lure to 
sink before beginning that speedy retrieve 
is unnecessary and probably detrimental. 
This is strange since in many other areas 
the best way to catch Spanish is to troll 
spoons behind planers that take them 10’ 
or 15’ down beneath the surface, but at least 
around here, bites up top account for 80 
or 90 percent of the fish you’ll catch. Tip: 
try small gold spoons; these almost always 
out-catch silver spoons, for some reason.

Speckled Sea Trout – This is one spe-
cies that changes its preference with every 
change of the tide. At times they strike 
best when a lure is retrieved slowly and 
steadily along the bottom, and at other 
times, the craziest, most erratic action 
you can engender will generate the most 
bites. The best way to target specks on 
any given day is to change tactics with 
virtually every cast, until you learn what 
works the best. If the bites slow down, 
particularly if the tide changed recently, 
start experimenting again.

Stripers – Always remember that rock-
fish are temperature-sensitive, and water 
temps will have a dramatic effect on what 
style of retrieve works best. Generally 
speaking, in cold water slower is better 
and in warm water, faster is better. Usu-
ally, a crank-crank-twitch-twitch style of 
retrieve is my choice of action. In extreme 
temperatures and during a dramatic rise 
in barometric pressure, bouncing the lure 
along the bottom is often your best bet. 
And in virtually all situations where you 
have a strong current, retrieving into or 

across the current is more effective than 
retrieving with the current. As I mentioned 
before, Kimbro takes a very different ap-
proach. Did I really catch four times as 
many fish as him,  while we filmed Got 
Bait? You’ll have to watch it, to find out. 

Please don’t watch it.
Remember, all of the above recom-

mendations are meant as rule-of-thumb, 
not as “hard” statement of fact. One of the 
beautiful things about fishing is that you 
never know what will happen next, or 
what will work best. On some days, none 
of the rules seem to apply. The bottom 
line? Start off a day of fishing using the 
tried and true methods, and if they aren’t 
producing, experiment until you discover 
what works.

Consider water temps, when 
retrieving for stripers.

Speckled trout like a fast retrieve 
one day, and a slow one the next.

Flounder are an oddity; which retrieve 
they like the most changes, from the 
Chesapeake to coastal bays.
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REGULARS

CREDITS

As people look around and see the plight of our nation, they often leap to the ques-
tion, “Where is God?”  Is God powerless to do something?  Why does He allow 
certain wrongs to go unchecked?

A great truth for all of us to realize is that God is omnipresent – God is every-
where.  God never has to go anywhere.  Jeremiah 23:24 says, “Can God hide him-
self in secret places that I shall not see him?  Saith the Lord.  Do not I fill heaven 
and earth? Saith the Lord.”

Many think of God just inside the church house, yet God is always with us.  There 
is not a movement God does not see.  There is not a motive He does not know.  
There is not a word he does not understand.  Think of all the words men speak, yet 
God hears all of them.

There is not any power that can separate us from God.  Not even death can sepa-
rate us.  To close our eyes on earth is to open our eyes to God in Heaven.  Distance 
can never separate us from God, because God is everywhere.

God has a plan for this world, and His purpose will never be thwarted.  In the full-
ness of time, God will work His plan.  There are no clocks in Heaven, no calendars 
by which to run the course of this world.  

We Americans are by no means a patient crowd.  However, God cannot and will 
not be hurried.  We have always trusted Him before and we must trust Him now.  
It is time all of us from the White House to the church house to trust God and lean 
not upon our own understanding but acknowledge Him, trust Him, and He will 
direct our paths.

This was the faith of our fathers and I trust that it is yours.  

Pastor - --MEL BRINDLEY

faiTh Of Our faThers

HUNTING

Fishbones bait and tackle inc.
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• Crabbing Supplies
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• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!
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Bay dead zone 
made big comeback 
in August

The dead zone that largely disap-
peared from the Bay earlier this sum-
mer made a dramatic comeback in 
August when oxygen-starved water 
covered a much greater area of the 
Chesapeake than normal.

Typically, the dead zone reaches 
its peak during early summer, when 
large amounts of nutrients flushed 
into the Bay during the spring fuel 
large algae blooms. When the algae 
die, they sink to the bottom where 
they are decomposed by bacteria 
which draw oxygen out of the water, 
creating the deep-water dead zone. 
Normally, those conditions are re-
lieved by late summer storms that 
mix bottom water with oxygen-rich 
water from the surface.

This year, the opposite happened. 
Hurricane Arthur passed near the 
region in early July, stiring up the 
water. That resulted in the smallest 
July dead zone in 30 years of moni-
toring, according to the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources.

But water quality monitoring done 
in early and late August showed an 
area of hypoxic water that covered 
1.32 cubic miles of the mainstem of 
the Chesapeake. That was the fifth 
largest early August dead zone, and 
the eighth largest late August dead 
zone observed during the last 30 
years, according to DNR scientists.

The volume of the mainstem — 
which does not include the tidal 
portions of tributaries — is about 
31 cubic miles. (Hypoxic water has 
less than 2 milligrams of dissolved 
oxygen per liter of water. Fish, like 
striped bass, typically like at least 
5 mg/l.)

That is roughly in line with a 
forecast made in late spring, which 
anticipated slightly worse than aver-
age oxygen conditions this year as 
the result of higher-than-average 
nitrogen loads that entered the Bay 
this spring.

More water quality data can be 
found on the DNR’s Eyes on the 
Bay website.

Maryland Anglers Set New White 
Perch and Cobia State Records

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources Fisheries 
Service has certified a new freshwater division white perch 
record and an Atlantic division cobia record.

On September 5, James Stiars of Baldwin caught a 
1.7-pound white perch in the Loch Raven Reservoir, break-
ing the previous record of 1.62 pounds set by John Williams 

in 2008 also in Loch Raven.
“It was my first cast of the day,” he said. “I was using a 

Shad Rat crank-bait, and I thought I had a largemouth bass 
on the line. When I saw 
it was a perch, I knew it 
could be a record.”

He dropped by the 
Crab Truck & Seafood 
Stop in Fallston on his 
way home to get the 
fish weighed on a certi-
fied scale. The following 
weekend he met DNR bi-
ologist Keith Lockwood 
at the Maryland Fishing 
Challenge Finale at Sandy 
Point State Park to have 

the species certified, completing the process and earning 
him this State record.

Stairs fishes Loch Raven two to three times a week in 
the warmer months. He says, “I’m sure there’s bigger perch 

in there.”
That same day near Ocean City, Jack 

Latimer of Potomac caught a 79-pound cobia 
about a mile and a half east of the inlet while 
fishing with Steve Magassy in a 16-foot skiff.

“We had been out about five miles east 
of Ocean City fishing for flounder and were 
on the way back in when we saw the fish on 
the surface,” Latimer said. He and Magassy 
simply used what they had and cast out a 
couple of bucktail jigs tipped with soft-plastic 
twister tails. “One of the fish took my lure, 
and that was about it,” Latimer added.

They returned to AKE Marina in Ocean 
City where DNR fisheries biologist Steve 
Doctor joined them to confirm the species 
and the weight. The fish was 60 inches long 
with a girth of 30 inches.

DNR maintains State records for sport fish 
in three divisions ─ Atlantic, Chesapeake and 
freshwater ─ and awards plaques to anglers 
who achieve new record catches. To report 
a potential state record catch, call 443-569-
1381 or 410-260-8325. Anglers should keep 
their fish immersed in ice water to preserve 
its weight until it can be checked, which can 
be done at a seafood retailer or a grocery 
store with a certified scale.

Fish caught from privately-owned, fee-
fishing waters are not eligible for record 
consideration.

The Maryland State Record application 
and a list of records are located on the DNR 
Fisheries website.

Jack Latimar and his record cobia

James Stiars and his record white perch
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“Tackle Box Tim”

By Tim Sherman

Gunpowder Bass 
Challenge 2014

One of my favorite outings of 
the year is the Gunpowder Bass 
Challenge. It allows me to ride 
along with an angler in a one-man 
tournament scenario on a body of 
water with designated boundaries. I 
get to witness firsthand the thought 
process of a fisherman as he pits his 
knowledge of bass and the fisheries 
in which it lives.

The 2014 challenger is Captain 
Dan Kardash, a retired bass guide, 
tournament angler, and steward of all 
things bass on the upper Chesapeake. 
Over the years, he has concentrated 
on the Susquehanna River and Flats, 
the Northeast, Elk and Sassafras 
Rivers. I asked him how long it 
has been since he has fished on the 
Gunpowder. He replied, “It’s been 
so long I can’t remember.” 

We fished on August 20 with a 
low tide scheduled for 12:09 pm at 
Battery Point. The forecast called 
for a mix of clouds and sun with a 
high temperature of 85 degrees. Yes, 
there was a bit of high pressure, but 
it had been the norm for a few days.  

The boundaries for the event 
remain the same as always: Seneca 
Creek to the south and Rickett’s 
Point in the Gunpowder to the 
north. This expansive area includes, 
Dundee and Saltpeter Creeks, and 
as far into the Gunpowder and her 
creeks and coves as Captain Dan 
wishes to wander.  He has 8 hours 
to catch as many bass as he can, and 
the weight from his 5 biggest bass 
will count.

6:08 a.m. Dan fired up the motor 
at Mariner Point Park’s ramp and we 
started down the canal. His game 
plan was to fish the flat at the mouth 
of the canal, go dock hopping along 
the Baltimore County side, and cast 
to the rocks at Maxwell Point. 

6:18 We reach the mouth of the 
canal. Dan deploys the trolling motor 
and casts a swimming leg frog over 
the grassy flat. We’ve got plenty of 
cloud cover, so the bait is a great 
choice.

6:22 Dan sees the tide starting 
to flow. “The grass is starting to 
lay over.”

6:24 He switches to a Spro pop-
ping frog.

6:28 He sticks his rod tip into the 
river. “Nothing beats a G. Loomis 
depth finder,” he joked.

6:41 Working along the flat, Kar-
dash switches to a Zoom Super Hog 
and pitches it to visible sunken wood.

6:51 He alternates between a pearl 
colored Senko and the Hog. 

6:55 He is a bit bewildered that he 
hasn’t had a bite with all the baitfish 
activity he is seeing on the flat.

6:58 Dan reaches a huge tree 

stuck on the flat and switches to the 
Spro frog. He places his first cast 
perfectly behind the tree. Within 
the first couple of pops a bass takes 
down the frog. Dan sets the hook, 
the rod bends momentarily but the 
bass gets off.

7:08 Dan has fished all angles of 
the tree and switches to the Super 
Hog. 

7:18 Shaking off the thought of 
the missed bass, Kardash works his 
way up into the canal leading to the 
Joppatowne quarry. He casts the 
popping frog to shoreline deadfalls.

7:22 He snags the frog on the 
sunken wood. “How do you get a 
frog stuck on a tree. Take a note 
so I can register a complaint with 
Spro,” he quips.

7:28 Dan pitches the hog lure to 
the grass line in the canal.

7:34 “The grass doesn’t seem to 
be it.” He turns and pitches the hog 
to wood targets as he works farther 
up the canal. 

7:50 A sizable bass feeds along 
at the surface twice in a minute. 
Dan casts a chartreuse/white Xciter 
spinnerbait to areas where the bass 
broke the surface, but the bass wasn’t 
interested.

7:55 Dan works his way back to 
the big tree with the popping frog.

8:00 He dissects the tree from ev-
ery possible angle with the spinner-
bait, but it goes completely ignored.

8:05 We chug across the flat to the 
railroad bridge so Kardash can work 
the piers on the Baltimore County 
side of the river.

8:15 At the first pier, Dan picks up 
a rod with his trusted green pumpkin 
1/4-ounce Bitsy Bug jig adorned 
with a matching Zoom Fat Albert 
double tail grub. He is diligently 
picking apart pilings and posts of 
docks as he works up river. He is 
making mental notes as to which 
of the docks have secondary cover 
under and around them.

8:32 Dan detects a bite and sets 
the hook but does not connect.

9:00 Working the jig under a pier, 
Dan snags the jig and has to break 
it off. He continues along with the 
Super Hog.

9:15 He ties on another Bitsy Bug 
and focuses on “T” piers (those with 
90-degree decking on the ends). Dan 
comments, “The Bitsy Bug is doing 
its Job. It’s found everything under 
the docks -- except bass.”

9:20 Kardash goes back to the 
beginning stretch of docks and works 
over those with secondary cover.

9:36 Other than the one bite, the 
piers haven’t produced. He heads 
across the river to Maxwell Point.

9:40 Dan reaches into his rod 
locker and pulls out a crankbait rod 
with a KVD 1.5 square bill crankbait 
tied on. He lays the rod down on the 
deck for later use. He then picks 
up the spinnerbait and casts to the 
shoreline rocks.

9:45 Dan’s rod loads up and we 

land the first bass of the day: a 
1.12-pound bass. It’s a small one, 
but it gets the skunk off of the boat.

9:48 Noting subtle changes along 
the bank, Kardash switches to the 
crankbait. 

10:02 He switches back to the 
spinnerbait and works wood and 
rocks until he reaches the buoys 
marking restricted waters.

10:19 Dan has worked his way 
back to the point without another 
bite. He pulls the trolling motor and 
we head across the river.

10:24 Kardash works a sunken 
rock pile on the downriver side of the 
Gunpowder Falls State Park. Many 
folks know about it but it has been 

good to him in the past.
 11:03 Dan has circumnavigated 

the rock pile several times. He’s 
cast the spinnerbait, crankbait, and 
pitched the jig to no avail.  (Editor’s 
note: Normally this cove has several 
nice grass beds. This year there are 
none.) He’s convinced that he’s done 
his best here and we head upriver. 

11;13 We reached the piers on the 
Baltimore county side upriver from 
the railroad bridge. The first thing 
that is noticeable is that there is 
some vegetation around them. And, 
the sun is finally breaking through 
the overcast. Dan goes to work with 
the Bitsy Bug. 

11:48 Dan has intently fish docks 
for more than 30 minutes without a 
sniff. He’s had a tough go of it so far.

11: 52 We’ve made a short run 
back to the railroad bridge. The tide 
is in the last few minutes of the ebb. 

12:17 p.m. Kardash has worked 
toward the middle of the bridge. He’s 
thoroughly covered the front and 
sides of every piling platform with 
the jig. He’s seen enough concrete 
and he’s ready for another move.

12:24 We’ve made a run to the 
Edgewood side of the river. The tide 
has turned and we are hoping that the 
fishing will also. Dan starts at the 
pier and works the spinnerbait over 
the grass bed that is only visible with 
the depth finder. (Editor’s note: in 
years past, this cove has been lush 
with milfoil and eelgrass.)

12:33 Dan feels a faint tap on 
the spinnerbait and says, “It hit the 

blades.”
12:44 He’s had enough of the 

sparse grass bed. He ties on a fresh 
hog lure and rigs another rod with 
a beaver style plastic bait, all the 
while collection his thoughts.

12:54 Dan has made a run back to 
the piers downriver from the railroad 
bridge. Because the sun is out, he 
believes he has a better chance for 
bass to be under them.

1:34 Kardash has finished fishing 
the line of docks with the hog and 
beaver baits without a bite. With a 
little more than a half-hour to go, 
he heads to the Harford county side 
of the bridge.

1:39 We start close to the channel. 

Dan works across the faces of the 
columns toward the long sunken tree 
limb where Tom Wewerka caught 
his 5.5-pound bass in last year’s 
challenge. Dan is casting the beaver 
bait parallel to the long side of the 
columns. 

1:45 He reaches the limb and 
pitches the beaver bait. He lure 
quickly becomes snagged. He breaks 
it off and switches to the Bitsy Bug.

1:50 “That tree is hungry. It ate 
my jig, too,” Dan says with a bit of 
frustration.

11:53 With 15 minutes left, Kar-
dash works back toward the channel 
with a crankbait and the hog lure. 

2:08 Time for the challenge is 
up. Dan is grateful for the one bass 
that he was able to get to the boat. 
We are greeted at the bridge by 
Tom Wewerka and Frank McNalty. 
Dan laments that he’s had a truly 
tough day. 

Looking back on the day from 
my prospective, the Gunpowder 
River fishery was not what it has 
been in past years. The only con-
siderable vegetation was upriver 
from the railroad bridge. The lush 
beds on the Edgewood side and on 
the backside of the state park were 
non-existent. Dan fished hard on this 
day to catch the single 1.12-pound 
bass. Captain Dan never lost focus 
or lacked confidence in his game 
plan. Unfortunately the fishery was 
not so kind to him. Hopefully next 
year’s challenger will find better 
conditions. 

Captain Dan Kardash shows the only bass he caught during this year’s 
Gunpowder bass challenge.
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Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com
19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349

Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

McGinnity Marine Art
Taxidermy

CREATING ANGLER MEMORIES FOR 53 YEARS!
THE ONLY TAXIDERMIST DEVOTED STRICTLY TO 

THE ART OF FISH MOUNTING
THOUSANDS OF FISH MOUNTS IN A LIFETIME

GIVE A MOUNT SO THE ANGLER CAN RELIVE THE MOMENT
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR DAD, MOM & CHILDREN 

AND DON’T FORGET THAT GUY WHO TAKES 
YOU FISHING AND WON’T TAKE A DIME!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
AGENT INQUIRIES WELCOME - FREE BROCHURE

Fish lesions, other problems are cause for worry
 Evidence can be found in the unusually wide-

spread frequency of fish lesions, excessive mortal-
ity and intersex fish. Male fish containing eggs in 
their testes have been found nationwide, including 
Pennsylvania's major watersheds, according to 
U.S. Geological Survey research. These problems 
plaguing fish and other aquatic life should be signs 
the water we rely on for drinking is also in trouble.

The likely culprits are endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) that upset 
the endocrine system, which regulates hormones and the reproductive system. 
The sources of these chemicals are complex mixtures from agricultural animal 
wastes, pesticides and herbicides, and human sources from wastewater treat-
ment plant effluent and other sewage discharges, according to Vicki Blazer, fish 
biologist and lead Pennsylvania study author. Low-dose exposure to EDCs at 
sensitive life stages can have long-term effects, including reproductive impair-
ment, reduced disease resistance and early mortality.

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, Gold Tip and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Bill Megason and Mark Wheatley with two of the 18 ‘bruiser Red 
Drum’ they caught aboard the ‘Kingfish ll’ 9-27-14 while fishing 
the middle bay.
Epic day and the right crew to handle these guys.

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

Tuckahoe Sportsman
Hunting • Fishing • Archery • Live Bait • Clothing

GUN SALE!
$150 in Drake Waterfowl 

Gift Card with Benelli - Super 
Black Eagle - Super Vinci - 

Purchase

Stoeger - $50 off rebate

“YOUR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE STORE”
22145 Shore Highway • Denton, Maryland 21629

410-364-9005
Corner of Route 404 & Route 480
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Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381

Come check out our 
new deals!

Avain X Decoys

• All Licenses - All The Time!

Stop in 
and 

see us!

MUZZLELOADING GUNS & SUPPLIES

Now Selling Handguns

               ArchEry SUPPLIES

rt. 260, 1 Block off rt. 4 - Dunkirk, Maryland
301-855-0351 / www.bayproshop.com

crossbows in Stock / 
Parker / Ten Point / 

Excaliber / 
Bow Tech Striker

• come check Out 
Our New Deals!

Black Cloud - Heavy Metal - 
Winchester & Kent

All your 
Hunting supplies 

are ready and 
in stock!

5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A

INTERNATIONAL 
BOW 

TUNING 
INSTRUCTOR

www.macrotecharchery.com

Authorized dealer for...

Special Tooling for 
Professional 

Installation of ALL Drop 
Away Rests!

Macrotech 
Archery Pro Shop

FREE Bow Check-Up 
Bow Tuning & Repairs on Premises 

Complete Laser Tuning System

MACRO KNOW BOWS

One of Maryland’s 
Largest heated & 
Air Conditioned 

INDOOR BOW RANGES

Newest 
Full Line 
dealer in 
Maryland 
for Lone 

Wolf Tree Stands

paddle yOur duCks!
Welcome to 

Kayak Hunting
If you had told me twelve years 

ago that a kayak would be my main 
mode of hunting and more than just 
a decoy hauler to a tight duck spot, 
I’d call you crazy. Well that’s exactly 
what happened since I began getting 
deeper immersed into kayak hunting. 
I started to realize that my motor 

boat was acting as a gear shelf in 
my garage for my kayak stuff more 
often than not. The reason for this 
transition is that hunting out of my 
kayak as opposed to my Jon boat 
has made me hunt more efficiently 
and effectively.

A few years back, a couple bud-
dies and I headed across the river 
in search of some black ducks well 
before light. We stuck to our usual 
route and usual plan but soon noticed 
that birds were dropping in about 100 

yards from us in a nice little hole we 
knew was just a bit too shallow for 
the boat. Well, we tried it anyway. 
After sitting on a mud flat for the next 
few hours, disgusted at our attempt 
and continuing to watch birds fall 
in, I thought to myself, “why didn’t 
I bring my kayak, it would float in 
that little bit of water for sure.” As 
we closed the day with well less than 
a limit of birds, I decided to change 
up for the next hunt.

The following weekend I decided 
to forego the early drive to the lo-
cal boat ramp and the jockeying for 
position to put over. I also decided 
to leave the extra gear at home that 
I would typically have to spend a 
good amount of Friday night getting 
together for a boat ride. No, this time I 
just threw the kayak in the truck with 
enough decoys to make a presence 
on the water and hit up a location 
that doesn’t even have a boat ramp. 

Photo credit to Jeff Little.
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Duck Blind and Goose Pit 
Material by the bundle 

or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS

While others were likely still at the 
ramp slinging any number of bags 
and gear in their boat, I was pulling 
up to a guard rail on the road shoulder 
then swiftly making a brief paddle to 
a good spot. As I sat listening to mo-
tors hum in the distance and watched 
spotlights flash for the chance of an 
open piece of marsh, I knew my spot 
was set and ready long before legal 
shooting time. Needless to say, that 
day ended with a full bag. My kayak 
had afforded me a quick entry, easy 
decoy set-up, and an advantage over 
the guys who had a lengthy boat ride 
to the same area.

Before my emersion into the kayak 
world, my duck hunts were either on 
foot or in a Jon boat. Don’t get me 
wrong, my 14’ Jon holds a special 
place in the garage and still gets use 
when I want to bring others. But 
my kayak experience has evolved 
from more than just using one as 
an overgrown decoy sled or skinny 
water transport, to a purposefully 
built and rigged hunting platform. 

Plenty of guys are out there in poke 
boats, canoes, and other paddle craft, 
and have been since aboriginal man 
took to the water in search of fish and 
game. But kayak designs have come a 
long way. Todays’ manufacturers of-

fer a wide variety of special purpose 
vessels designed for just what you 
need. The options are only limited 
by how far you want to take your 
custom rigging. My current go to rig 
is the Wilderness Systems Ride.  It’s 
offered in 11.5’ and 13.5’ lengths, a 
wide pontoon style hull that offers 
more than adequate stability and a 
weight capacity of up to 550 pounds.  
Although I’m a paddle purist, plenty 
of kayak specific options exist to rig 
up with kayak specific motor kits to 
get there faster.

Have you ever driven by a real 
ducky looking spot and thought, 
“Man if I could put over right there!”?  
Well assuming you can get permis-
sion, a kayak can be an easy way to 
get into some of the best locations 
Mother Nature has to offer. Most 
kayaks by their design draw much 
less water than traditional boats.  
The ability to handle your rig by 
hand across land and water is a big 
advantage in certain situations. 

One of my favorite early season 
locations for woodies on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore is a large WMA with a 
puzzle piece network of old mining 
ponds with some of the best being 
a pretty good hike. I used to walk 
it with a backpack of decoys and a 

fishing pole with a treble hook to 
retrieve my birds.  I always wanted 
to get out to the little islands in 
the middle or be able to retrieve a 
downed bird with ease. I don’t hunt 
with a dog, so my kayak affords me 
that ability on such a property and 
many others. 

Speaking of dogs, there are 
plenty of my kayak hunting friends 
that carry their pooch along in the 
tank well area behind the cockpits 
of their kayaks.  With the capacity 
and stability of today’s sportsman’s 
kayak, this is possible.  Once you get 
comfortable in your kayak you’ll re-
alize that they are much more than the 
tipsy rollover-prone toys you might 
be picturing. Furthermore, shooting 
while seated is not a problem if you 
have the right boat under you. You 
can go all out with a blind design of 
your own, simply camo up and stay 
still, or go with a pre-made kit. I 
have recently rigged up a flip-down 
style blind that provides plenty of 
cover while still making shooting a 
breeze, and is easily pushed out of 
the way to paddle.

Of course I recommend getting 
used to your rig before cold weather 
sets in. It’s a good idea (in summer) 
to get in and lean as far as you can 
over to the water to see just were the 
stability breaks. It’s likely that you 
will slide off the seat into the water 
long before the boat actually flips. 
You will no doubt be surprised at 
how hard you need to intentionally 
lean on it to get it to flip.

Hunting from a kayak offers a 
different perspective of the outdoors, 
and in my opinion, a more intimate 

experience. Imagine sitting mere 
inches off the water in a position not 
too far from what a layout blind gives 
you and letting the birds cup and 
commit. Send your dog, wade out, or 
my favorite; grab your paddle, stay 
relaxed in the comfortable seat and 
be back in position for the next group 
in no time. And I’m just scratching 
the surface here. Floating to locate 
turkeys in the spring, slowly making 
your way through Sika deer habitat, 
and any number of hunting situations 
can be done in a kayak. Not to men-
tion if you haven’t had the pleasure 
of kayak fishing, you’ll be hooked 
the first time you get a free tow from 
the fish. It’s awesome.

As with anything, there’s plenty 
of information on the web about this 
sport. Check it out! If you know a 
friend with an extra kayak take him 
up on that invitation this season. 
If you’re in the market, talk with a 
knowledgeable local kayak dealer. 
They have the experience and in-
side information to put you in the 
appropriate boat for what you want 
to do with it.

Come learn from other folks who 
are already into it.  Take a look at 
rigging options, blinds, bag limits, 
and stories to share. You can find 
us on the Facebook Group; “Kayak 
Hunting”.

Good luck and good hunting,
Adam Corry
Wilderness System Kayaks Pro 

Staff
kayaksportsman@yahoo.com

Joseph Hilton bagged this 
beautiful 8-point buck in 
Mechanicsville MD.
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“Fishin’ Back East”

By Jim Gronaw

FISHING BEFORE THE 
FRONTS…DOES WEATHER 

REALLY MATTER?

I saw that the Weather Channel was 
forecasting a major nor’easter and that 
rain would continue for several days. 
We had been in the grips of an early 
fall heat wave with 90 degree weather 
and humidity…a mini drought, if you 
could call it that. Over the next 24 hours 
things were about to change, and do 
so drastically. I made plans.

With temperatures to drop, cloud 
cover to increase and winds to pick 
up, I figured my best chance to make 
a decent catch was to fish ahead of the 
front, before any substantial rain and 
falling temperatures would cause a 
complete washout. I had four hours…
time to make a move. With a couple 
plastic containers of worms and a pair 
of ultra light spinning outfits, I made 
my way to one of my favorite central 
Maryland public fishing lakes inquest 
of panfish action. Just to see if the 
fish might turn on and make it a good 
outing, I pitched out a simple bob-
ber/worm rig and let it bounce along 
naturally with the chop of the wind. I 
was not ready for what would happen. 

The short story went like this…118 
total fish, mostly bluegills, red ear 
sunfish , catfish and crappies. Many 
were small, but along with the pile 
of marginal panfish was a mix of 
14 largemouth bass, seven of which 
exceeded four pounds, and two were 

around five. My top five fish would 
have been around 22 pounds. All were 
caught on diminutive gear and 2 and 4 
pound test. All were caught from the 
shore and everything was released. It 
was one of the most incredible days 
of fishing I had ever had, the kind of 
day you never forget.

My question is this…was the 
weather THAT critical in the ultimate 
outcome of this trip? Had the falling 
barometer had so much effect on these 
fish as to turn everything on in the lake? 
Or, was I just lucky, never to have this 
happen again? 

Clearly, weather influences and 
affects fish behavior in very strong 
ways. There is a ton of inter net read-
ing devoted to the subject, much of 
which deals with barometric pressure 
and its immediate effect on fish life. 
Many scientist believe that even slight 
drops in barometric pressure triggers 
fish into feeding activities, as the swim 
bladders adjust to pressure changes 
within the underwater atmosphere. It 
certainly wasn’t the first time I had 
wild, crazy fishing  just before a major 
front had moved in, and I hope it won’t 
be the last!

An interesting article by fisheries 
biologist Ralph Manns on the In Fish-
erman website, entitled Barometric 
Pressure and Bass, tries to explain 
what major, oncoming fronts do, and 
do not do, to fish behavior. In short, 

Mann’s biological crews conducted 
underwater observations in a series 
of Texas lakes to determine the fish 
behavior during the climatic changes. 
Additionally, Manns felt that the drop 
in barometric pressure was just one 
of several factors that contributed to 
feeding frenzies at the onset of major 
weather changes. His studies observed 
fish close to the shorelines, mid-depth 
and open water (schooling) bass. He 
concluded that a percentage of bass 
from all environs were, in some way af-
fected by the change in barometer. He 
felt that other associated factors with 
frontal passages…cloud cover, wind 
and noticeable temperature drop, were 
at least as much of the puzzle piece as 
the barometric pressure changes. 

Traditionally, dropping barometric 
pressure is associated with deteriorat-
ing weather conditions, much as what 
we experience with the coastal north 
east storm that dumps a bunch of 
rain on us and drops air temperatures 
dramatically. On the East Coat of the 
United States, these ‘coastal lows’ 
tend to put barometric pressures lower 
than in , say, mid-west storm fronts 
that are not associated with tropical 
events like we see here. Coupled with 
increased cloud cover, diminished 

sunlight penetration and surface wave 
action, fish get plenty of signals that a 
major change in the weather is about 
to happen and that environmental 
activity will slow down and all but 
come to a halt during a storm event. 
However, just before the onslaught, it 
is time to party.

Scientists have yet to understand 
completely the total picture here. But 
obviously, there is often a dramatic 
increase in fish feeding behavior just 
prior to major frontal movements, 
nationwide. Most serious anglers have 
experienced it first hand, and can recall 
one, if not several, trips where fish were 
wildly feeding despite the impending 
bad weather that was forecasted. This 
phenomena even occurs with the ice 
fishing crowd in the upper Mid West, as 
one storm front after the other can trig-
ger, then subdue, a walleye or panfish 
bite through 20 inches of ice. Crazy!

So…what does this mean to us 
average guys that just want to take 
advantage of a hot bite? 

Well, if at all possible, get out ahead 
of the storm, and worry about milk, 
bread and toilet paper on the way 
home from one of the greatest fishing 
trips you’ll ever have…just ahead of 
the storm!

Eichler Charter Services
“southpaw”Sailing out 

of Kentmoor 
Marina 

Kent Island, MD 
5 minutes from 

Bay Bridge
Capt. Jeffrey Eichler
USCG Licensed 50 
ton Master Captain Booking now for Fall!

Call for More Information 
410-490-1485 or 410-827-6676
www.fishingsouthpaw.com
info@fishingsouthpaw.com

Mention 

this ad for a 

FREE 
Breakfast

Even with ‘under gunned’ panfish gear, I was fortunate to cash in on 
quality largemouths ahead of a major coastal front.

Many species respond positively to oncoming fronts. Paul Sell’s 
fine channel cat was in the pre-front mix.
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U-CUT SWITCH GRASS

Sold by the Pickup Load
call 410-279-2744
Conveniently located on Rt. 213 

between Church Hill and Chestertown
Hambleton Creek Farms

NRP Charges 
Two with Fishing, 
Crabbing Crimes; 
Penalties Could 
Total $200,000

Maryland Natural Resources Police 
officers charged two Anne Arundel 
County men in separate cases with 
illegal fishing and crabbing activities.

A Glen Burnie man faces fines of 
nearly $200,000 when he appears in 
Annapolis District Court Nov. 21 on 
charges he poached numerous under-
sized striped bass and white perch from 
the Patapsco River.

Sultan Mahamud Limon, 23, was 
charged on Aug. 31 by NRP officers 
on patrol at Fort Smallwood Park, 
which is owned by Anne Arundel 
County. The officers were checking 
recreational anglers and their catches 
when they saw Limon using a cast net 
to harvest fish.

When they checked his catch, of-
ficers counted 116 undersized white 
perch and 66 undersized striped bass. 
The minimum size for white perch is 
8 inches for anglers using a cast net. 
An angler may possess two striped 
bass between 18-28 inches, or one 
fish between 18-28 inches and one 
fish over 28 inches, daily.

The officers seized the fish and 
returned them to the river.

The maximum fine for undersized 
striped bass or harvesting over the 
daily limit of two fish is $1,500 per 
fish. If found guilty, Limon could be 
fined as much as $99,000 for harvest-
ing undersized striped bass, $96,000 
for exceeding the daily limit of striped 
bass, and $685 for harvesting under-
sized white perch.

On Sept. 16, officers, using NRP’s 
radar network, arrested a Pasadena 
man and charged him with illegal crab-
bing near Bodkin Point after numerous 
complaints from watermen that their 
crab pots were being pilfered.

NRP issued John Allen Schuman, 
37, citations for stealing crabs, pos-
sessing a female crab, failing to have 
a crabbing license and operating a 
vessel that lacked navigational lights.

Officers knew the crab pots were 
being emptied under the cover of dark-
ness, so they focused the Maritime Law 

Enforcement Information Network 
(MLEIN) radar units on the area to 
determine more precisely when the 
illegal activity was occurring.

At 8:30 p.m., two officers inter-
cepted Schuman in a vessel without 
navigational lights. He claimed to be 
removing crabs from a pot that had 
become entangled in his boat’s pro-
peller. However, the side of his boat 
was covered in mud and sediment 
consistent with pulling crab pots.

The crabs were seized and returned 
to the Chesapeake Bay.

Schuman is scheduled to appear in 
Annapolis District Court on Nov. 21. 
If convicted of all charges he could be 
fined as much as $3,500.

Mature Endangered 
Atlantic Sturgeon 
Discovered in 
Marshyhope Creek

First recorded captures in more 
than 40 years

Over the past several weeks Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources fisher-
ies biologists have located, tagged and 

released eight adult Atlantic sturgeon in 
an Eastern Shore tributary of the Chesa-
peake. This is the first time in more than 
40 years that mature female sturgeon 
have been documented in Maryland 
upstream habitats.

“While this is not clear evidence 
this species is successfully spawning 
in Maryland, it does indicate that more 
research in this tributary is warranted,” 
said Chuck Stence, DNR Anadromous 
Restoration project leader. “Now that 
sturgeon have been tagged in Marshy-
hope Creek, we can document informa-
tion about their movements within this 
system and the Bay for years to come. 
This will give us a better understand-
ing of the Atlantic sturgeon’s status in 
Maryland.”

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service listed the Atlantic sturgeon as 
federally endangered in April of 2012. 
All fishing and any other interaction 
with an endangered species is prohibited 
by federal law. DNR surveys historic 
spawning tributaries to determine critical 
sturgeon habitat in Maryland’s portion 
of the Chesapeake Bay under a special 
federal permit.

Since 2012, local fishermen have re-
ported sturgeon jumping in Marshyhope 
Creek, a tributary to the Nanticoke River. 
This behavior is typical for Atlantic 
sturgeon, but scientists do not fully 
understand why these large-bodied 
bottom-dwellers tend to leap. In 2012, 
DNR and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service initiated an annual gill net 
survey in areas where sturgeon have 
been reported. After surveying the area 
for more than three years, this is the 
first time DNR biologists were able to 
catch the elusive fish.

The first catches, made on August 
27, were a 7-foot, 3-inch, 154-pound 
mature female; and a 5-foot, 2-inch, 
70-pound mature male. Both were 
caught in the same net and placed un-
der anesthesia in an oxygenated tank 
to collect data and tissue samples for 
DNA analysis. DNR Biologists im-
planted acoustic transmitters, external 
tags and passive integrated transponder 
tags into the fish and then revived and 
released them back into the river. The 
entire process was completed within 
10 minutes. Since then, six additional 
mature sturgeon have been tagged and 
released.

As part of the ongoing efforts to 
identify suitable habitat for sturgeon, 
DNR in cooperation with University 
of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science, Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries, Virginia Com-
monwealth University, the Virginia 

Institute of Marine Science, and the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Maryland 
Fishery Resource Office have deployed 
acoustic receivers strategically through-
out the Chesapeake Bay and its tributar-
ies. These receivers detect individual 
transmitters that researchers have im-
planted into Atlantic sturgeon along the 
Atlantic coast from Canada to Florida. 
Several tagged Atlantic sturgeon have 
been recorded in the upper Chesapeake 
Bay and Pocomoke River over the past 
year. This project is funded through the 
National Marine Fisheries Service Spe-
cies Recovery Grants to States program.

For more information, contact Chuck 
Stence at chuck.stence@maryland.gov, 
410-643-6788 ext 2114.

DNR Fisheries Biologist Mark 
Bowermaster with recently caught 
Atlantic Sturgeon

Charlotte Girl Reels in 
North Carolina's State 
Record Green Sunfish

CRESTON, N.C. — It was a team 
effort that landed 13-year-old Victo-
ria Navaroli a state record fish from 
a private pond in Creston.

In the early morning hours of 
July 12, the 13-year-old Charlotte 
girl watched as her big brother Jack 
baited his hook with ¼ of a night-
crawler and then handed his fishing 
rod to her.

Two casts later, Victoria reeled in 
the record-breaking green sunfish.

The fish weighed 1 pound, 15 
ounces and measured 12 inches in 
length, breaking the previous state 
record, held since 2008 by Sean 
Vanderburg, by 1 ounce.

W h i l e 
s o m e 
b ro the r s 
might not 
apprec i -
a t e  t h e 
irony of 
h a n d i n g 
over a rod 
and reel 
to watch 
a sibling 
reel in a 
state re-
cord fish, 
Jack was 
very ex-
cited for her, according to Victoria.

“Jack loves fishing and would 
have wanted to catch it, but he was 
happy for me,” she said, adding that 
Jack suspected the fish might be a 
state record after she landed it.

 “We were planning to eat the fish 
and he took one look at it and told me 
‘I wouldn’t eat that fish — it could 
be record breaker,’” Victoria said. 
“Thank goodness we didn’t eat it.”

She and her parents Renate and 
David had the fish weighed on 
certified scales at Berrybrook Farm 
the next day. Lawrence Dorsey, a 
fisheries biologist with the Wildlife 
Commission, examined and certified 
the fish.

To qualify for a N.C. freshwater 
fish state record, anglers must have 
caught the fish by rod and reel or cane 
pole, have the fish weighed on a scale 
certified by the N.C. Department 
of Agriculture, witnessed by one 
observer, have the fish certified by a 
fisheries biologist from the Commis-
sion, and submit an application with 
a full, side-view photo of the fish.

For anglers who catch a green 
sunfish that doesn’t quite measure 
up to this latest record-breaker but 
is 9 inches or longer or weighs 1 
pound or more, the Commission has 
a green sunfish classification for its 
North Carolina Angler Recognition 
Program. 

NCARP officially recognizes 
anglers who catch trophy-sized 
freshwater fish that do not qualify 
for a state record with a certificate 
featuring color reproductions of fish 
art by renowned wildlife artist and 
former Commission fisheries biolo-
gist Duane Raver.
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Welcome to Schrader's Outdoors
    * Thousands of acres of prime Eastern Shore hunting properties
    * Maryland white tail deer hunting
    * Maryland waterfowl hunting
    * Maryland upland hunting
    * Maryland turkey hunting
    * Maryland dove hunting
    * Maryland small game hunting
    * Pond bass fishing
    * Bay and tributary fishing
    * Maryland sporting clays
    * Five Stand and Wobble Trap
    * Maryland 3-D archery
    * Archery Service Center
    * Dart video archery system
    * Professional shooting instruction
    * B & B lodging and meals
    * Corporate events and weddings
    * Youth outdoor camps

3D archery and Sporting Clays course 
that is open 7 days a week!

Schrader's Outdoors
16090 Oakland Road

Henderson, MD. 21640

(410) 758-1824
www.schradersoutdoors.com

“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

HOPKINS HUNTING
MARYLAND’S FINEST

EASTERN SHORE HUNTING
UPLAND GAME HUNTING

PHEASANT & CHUKAR
SEASON - OCT. 1 - MARCH 31
GUIDED & UNGUIDED HUNTS
SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE 

FOR OWN DOG PARTIES

GOOSE HUNTING
KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

DEER HUNTING
ARCHERY • SHOTGUN

MUZZLELOADER

SPORTING CLAYS
Open Year Round

$18 Per 50 Bird Round Member
$23 Non-Member

SHELLED DEER 
CORN

13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645 410-348-5287

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

MSSA Rockfish 
Options......

Coastal Recreational Options

At this time the MSSA believes 
Option B1, a bag limit of one fish at 
the current 28-inch minimum within 
a one year time frame is in the best 
interest of our anglers here in Mary-
land and for the sustainability of our 
striped bass fishery.  This option would 
translate into a 36 inch minimum for 
our Spring Trophy season according 
to DNR.  We would like to note that 
the MSSA has implemented a 36 inch 
minimum within its spring tournament 
for the past three years.

 
Why MSSA is Recommending 

Option B1:
Reducing the individual bag limit 

by one fish on the coast offers a 31% 
reduction in harvest, bringing the fish-
ing mortality in line or above the target

With the 2010 and 2011 recruitment 
years being the most robust of recent, 
it's important to protect those females 
until at least 90% can spawn (age 5-8) 
at least once before harvest.

ASFMC has previously stated that 
reducing fishing mortality on fish aged 
8-12 (32- to 40-inch fish) by half would 
result in "much greater egg production 
in the stock and an age distribution 
in which older fish are much more 
dominant"; as such, any slot option 
(proposed in options B4, B6, B7, B8, 
or B9) which focuses undue harvest 
pressure on more 'fertile' age/size fish 
in the stock could be counterproductive 
to conservation efforts.

Summer/Fall Chesapeake Bay 
Options:

At this time the MSSA believes Op-
tion B11, a two fish bag limit with a 21 
inch minimum, is in the best interest of 
Maryland recreational anglers and rep-
resents a majority of angler sentiment.  
We received a tremendous amount of 
feedback on this fishery with a large 
majority agreeing that a two fish bag 
limit was important to maintain.

 

Additional Recommendations

In addition to Option B1 and 
B11, we believe the Maryland DNR 
should continue its efforts to press the 
ASMFC Technical Committee to agree 
on Chesapeake Bay reference points 
and initiate another draft addendum 
as soon as possible.

Continue the efforts to put in place 
a maximum size limit on the commer-
cial striped bass fishery in Virginia, 
similar to Maryland which is a 36 
inch maximum.

Continue to focus enforcement on 
the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
up and down the Atlantic Coast 
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“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

Jessie’s Buck!

It was opening day of the Mary-
land deer season. I have never 
missed this special day. All of 
my buddies were at their hunting 
camps, getting ready for the hunt. 
Not me, I was planning to miss the 
event this year.

Jessie, our daughter, had been 
born a few days earlier, and she 
and Mrs. Montana Grant had just 
come home from the hospital. As 
a proud new father and husband, I 
was willing to sacrifice the annual 
tradition of a deer hunt. All ofmy  
friends understood and respected 
my decision to stay home.

The only person that wanted 
me to hunt was my wife! “I will 
be fine, go ahead and go. Just be 
home early so you can check on 
us.” Providing food for the family 
is part of being a good father.

Keep in mind that this was be-
fore cell phones or decent radios. 
When Jessie was born, I was at the 
hospital for the long haul. After 
her birth, I went home to get some 
sleep. It was around 4:00 pm and I 
couldn’t relax. Maybe I will try a 
quick bow hunt! I grabbed my gear 
and climbed into a tree stand that I 
called “the Lounge”. It was nailed 
to the tree and had two long rails 
for support. When sitting in this 
comfortable tree stand, you could 
swing your legs over the rails and 
really get comfy.

Suddenly, I felt raindrops on my 
face. It was nearly midnight and 
was still in the tree stand loung-
ing in a rainstorm! Trophy Bucks 
could have had a convention under 
my stand and I would have never 
noticed. Montana Grant, the proud 
new father, was asleep at the 
wheel!

Deer limits were much smaller 
back in the day. Now a deer hunter 
can legally harvest dozens of deer 
each season. One deer was pretty 
much it years ago. If you missed 
your chance, you didn’t put meat 
in the freezer.

“Yes Dear, I will be back around 
10:00 AM to check on you and 
Little Jessie!” With the coming 
sunrise, I was in my tree stand 
enjoying the deer opener. I could 
hear the deer moving in my direc-
tion. It seemed like the woods 
came to life with the movement of 
dozens of does. I used the scope 
on my shotgun to check for ant-
lers. After examining most of the 
herd, I saw antler! It didn’t matter 
how big as long as it was legal. 
The buck finally stood alone and 
at 100 yards, I pulled the trigger. 
Deer were running everywhere and 
I could no longer see the buck. I 
carefully marked the spot where I 
had shot and figured there would 
be a buck or a blood trail.

Once I finished shaking, I 
climbed from the tree and made 
my way to the spot where the buck 
had stood. The blood trail began 
where I had shot. I followed the 
trail until I noticed a brown shape 
lying on the ground. There was my 
Buck!

This mature buck was a heavy 
beamed six pointer that would 
weigh in at 180lbs. He was the 
only buck in the harem of nearly 
30 does. He had gone less than 100 
yards before burying the left side 
of his rack into the forest floor. 

After saying thanks to the Great 
Deer Hunter Gods, I dressed the 
buck and began to make my way 

home.
As my wife awoke, I had a hot 

cup of coffee and breakfast ready. 
Jessie’s warm milk bottle was 
ready and the buck was hanging 
in the shed! I nicknamed this great 
deer “Jessie’s Buck” in honor of 
her birth and the great last minute 
hunt. She also has the rack mount-
ed in her new home in Montana. 
The story is written on the back of 
the plaque.

Bringing home a new daughter 
and great buck within 24 hours is 
a wonderful accomplishment. My 
hunting buddies were all skunked 
on opening day. Well, I guess there 
is only so much luck to go around!

Hunt hard and shoot center!

COOKIN’ With 
Montana Grant! 

Wild game is a wonderful way 
to supplement our carnivore diets. 
There are really no new recipe 
ideas. Great cooks just discover 
old recipes or improvise to prepare 
fast feasts for hungry hunters.

Deer, elk, fish, and nature’s 
bounty are healthy and delicious. 
Each year, all of us are search-
ing for a new way to enjoy our 
hard earned meat. I always enjoy 
feeding “picky eaters” a delicious 
dish that makes them believers of 
eating wild game. Here are a few 
new ROLL-UP recipe additions 
from the kitchen of Montana Grant 
that I am sure will become your 
favorites too!

 Montana Grant’s BIG GAME 
BUNDLES!

This big game “rolled meat” 
meal is easy and perfect for hunt-
ing camp. You can use any beef 
or big game steak to create this 
amazing meal. It is particularly 
delicious when using venison. 

1 ½ - 2 lbs. of round steak
1 large onion, diced
1 lb. of smoked bacon
Garlic salt

Oregano
2 cans of mushrooms, 4 oz. 

cans. Fresh mushrooms are also 
great to use.

Quick mixing flour
Cut the steaks into pieces about 

3-4 inches wide Use a tenderizing 
hammer to shape the piece into a 
6x4 inch piece. Layer a piece of 
sliced bacon and diced onion on 
each steak. Sprinkle lightly with 
garlic salt and oregano. Roll each 
steak into a “bundle” and secure 
with a string. I normally use twine 
or cotton cord to wrap the bundles. 
Brown each bundle in a Dutch 
Oven or frying pan using a small 
amount of oil. Add ¾ cup of water 
to the mix and scrape the Dutch 
Oven or frying pan. Spoon the 
liquid over the bundles and sim-
mer covered for about 3 hours. 
Add more water if needed. When 
cooked, remove the bundles to a 
serving dish. Add the mushrooms 
and flour to the liquid remaining in 
the pan and mix. Simmer a bit and 
then pour over top the meat.

Serve with noodles or rice. The 
bacon keeps the meat delicious 
and tender. The first time I had 
this meal was on a mountaintop 
in Montana. The camp cook used 
an axe to tenderize the meat! The 
Dutch Oven was placed on a camp-
fire. He also made fresh biscuits 
and a peach cobbler over the fire 
in two other Dutch Ovens. Once 
the meal was prepared and in the 
ovens, he spent his time relaxing 
until the meal was ready. Needless 
to say, there were no leftovers!

Now booking 2014 deer hunts 
- Trophy buck hunts, 3 days  
- Doe Mgt Hunts  
- Father/Son Hunts  
- Call for Special Rates 

Hunting and Fishing in the 
Heart of Virginia since 1997!

Deer • Turkey • Dove • 
Waterfowl • Smallmouth • Catfish

Scottsville, Virginia

434-923-9305
www.RAZORBACKGUIDESERVICE.com

Like us on Facebook!
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By Capt. Mark Sampson

Coastal 

Report

Last week we had four days of strong 
northeast wind. To people who don’t fish 
the reaction to that statement might be, “So 
what?” But for the rest of us we know darn 
well what that means - and it “ain’t” good! 
For the other group of “unfortunate folks” 
who don’t know why a strong NE wind is 
bad, please let me explain: It’s the wind that 
makes the waves, strong wind make for big 
waves, and big waves makes it tough to get 
out on the water and fish. It’s that simple.

Most folks have very limited time to get 
out and fish; maybe they’re restricted to just 
going on weekends, or on a specific week 
during their summer vacation at the beach, 
or perhaps it can only happen when the kids 
don’t need attending, the lawn doesn’t need 
mowed, and everything at home is in perfect 
working order. So when the timing is right to 
go fishing but a weather system rolls in that 
goofs things up for numerous days in a row, 
it can be huge letdown for someone who has 
been so looking forward to it for a long time. 
But on days like we had last week when the 

wind is blows 20 or more knots and the open 
waters become a total mess with the ocean 
brandishing huge breaking seas and the bay 
waters turning white with a driving wind chop, 
fishing plans can quickly be blown apart like 
the waves crashing on inlet’s stone jetties. 

The good news is that, except for tropical 
storm conditions when people just have to 
stay off the water “period,” if it’s just a “hard 
blow” there are always places where anglers 
go if they just can’t say “no” to fishing that 
day, and it’s all about finding the “leeward” 
side of something.

The leeward side of something is the down-
wind side, or the side that is sheltered from 
the wind. On the water the leeward side of 
a land mass or large object such as a bridge, 
jetty, pier, or even a very large anchored vessel 
can provide enough protection from the wind 
that the water might not just be “fishable” 
but actually quite calm. No matter which 
way the wind is blowing, anglers wishing to 
fish the inshore waters around Ocean City 
always have leeward places where they can 
tuck in an hide from strong winds. Granted, 
these places may or may not be loaded with 
fish at that particular time, but for those who 
really-really want to fish, at least they can 
give them an option other than sitting at home 
and grumbling about the weather!

Those who aren’t familiar with a particular 
area might find that the easiest way to locate 
sheltered places to fish is to grab a chart of 
the local waters and lay a pencil on it in the 
direction the wind is blowing. This will help 
one to visualize where the calm areas are and 
then identify places that might also hold fish. 
Just as important is 

deciding whether or not the calm areas are 
accessible or not, because if anglers must 
cross a large expanse of rough open water in 
a small boat just to get there, the place might 
not be a viable option.

Just like last week, some of the strongest 
winds we get a around here often come from 
the northeast, which will make the ocean-side 
of the beach virtually unfishable but still leave 
plenty of places in the bay to hide. On a NE 
blow the inside of the inlet will remain calm 
as will the east channel from 13th street all 
the way down to the inlet. The Rt.50 Bridge 
and the shoal to the north of it also offer some 
shelter form a NE wind so the south side of 
the bridge can be a decent place to fish as 
well as the waters in front of and just below 
the mouth to the commercial harbor in West 
Ocean City. The channel running south behind 
Assateague Island also offers many places 
of sanctuary when the wind is from the NE. 
These are all places where anglers routinely 
catch flounder croaker, tautog, rockfish, and 
bluefish. A scouting drive across the Rt.50 
Bridge will reveal where the calmest down-
town waters are and give anglers some idea 
how to gear up for success and what to expect 
when they get there.

A decent size boat can certainly make it 
more comfortable for those trying to fish in 
choppy waters, but those with small, shallow-
draft boats will sometimes have an advantage 
on windy days. Not limited to traveling only 
in the deep, open, channels, small boats can 
often run close to the lee side of a shoreline 
and avoid rough water altogether. Small boats 

are also easy to trailer and launch at ramps that 
are closest to the fish, thereby eliminating the 
need to make a long run up or down a choppy 
bay. Even on windy days those who launch 
at the public ram in the West OC harbor or 
down at the Assateague Bridge can sometimes 
idle from their trailer to good fishing in just 
a few minutes and never encounter so much 
as a single whitecap!

Often in the fall we’ll get strong west or 
northwest winds which will result in the 
calmest part of the bay being its west side. 
Such winds will also allow anglers to get out 
in the ocean as long as they don’t go too far. 
I remember comfortably fishing the ocean 
one day when the wind was blowing from the 
west about 30-knots. We anchored up about 
a quarter-mile offshore and caught seatrout, 
croaker, bluefish, and sharks all day. Any 
farther offshore would have been way too 
rough fish, but tucked in close we were offered 
plenty protection from not only the landmass 
but also the buildings along the beach. That 
day we had to tie our hats on our heads but 
we enjoyed great fishing and calm seas.

The end of the summer often brings with it 
a lot of breezy days, knowing where to go as 
the wind works its way around the compass 
can be the difference between spending time 
on the boat - or on the sofa.
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Florida Teen 
Catches 
693-pound 
Swordfish, 
Potential State 
Record

spanninG The GlOBe....

North Palm Beach, Florida is still 
buzzing after a 17-year-old landed a 
massive 693-pound swordfish early 
last month. 

According to WPTV, Adam Sattar 
fought the swordfish for more than four 
hours off the coast of Jupiter before 
he finally brought the fish in with the 
help of his father. At 14 feet in length, 
the Sattar family had to tow the beast 
20 miles back to shore before it could 
be weighed.

“He came up twice. All we saw was 
a big shadow. Thought it might have 
been a shark. The third time he came 
up we ended up seeing the fish, stuck 
him with the gaffe and tied him,” the 
teen angler said.

It was no shark, but it may be a new 
state record. According to the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission, the current swordfish record 
is held by a 612-pound, 12-ounce 
specimen caught by Stephen Stanford 

in Key Largo back in 1978. On paper, 
Sattar’s catch would be a shoe-in for 
the record, but a technicality may bar 
the angler from the record books.

 Sattar used an electric reel to cap-
ture his nearly 700-pound swordfish, 
the same kind of equipment which 
prevented a 683-pound swordfish from 
claiming the record in 2012. Regard-
less, the fish has made an impression 
on the local angling community.

“Biggest fish I ever measured in 
here was probably about 220 pounds,” 
Edmund Alves, a manager at Sailfish 
Marina, told KWGN.

The Sattars kept the bill from the 
swordfish after it was weighed, but 

shared the meat 
with a crowd that 
had gathered. 
Family fr iend 
Tore Waagen said 
that sharing the 
meat after a large 
catch is almost 
like a tradition, 
and a fantasy for 
all saltwater an-
glers.

“I think we’re 
all dreamers, and 
we all hope any-
time we go out to 
fish it’s a record or 
a really big fish so 
you can share all 
the meat with your 

friends,” said Waagen, who was sup-
posed to go fishing with the Sattars on 
the day of the catch but later canceled.

Adam Sattar and his dad said they 
will be submitting paperwork for the 
state record to see whether they are 
eligible. 

While theirs may be a big fish, it is 
still a far cry from the reigning world 
record, which has stood unbroken 
for 61 years. According to the Inter-
national Game Fish Association, that 

honor goes to a 1,182-pound swordfish 
harvested in Chile by Louis Marron 
in 1953.

CASH  BASH
400 S. Fifth Ave. - Denton, MD.

October 18, 2014
 DONATION $50.00 

 FOOD, BEER, AND SODA PROVIDED  
              WITH TICKET PURCHASE
          Cash bar available

TO PURCHASE TICKETS: 
www.dentonvfc.com, cashbash@dentonvfc.com, 

call Doug Higgs at 410-310-1216 or see any member
TICKET STUB AND I.D. REQUIRED TO ENTER,   NAME ON TICKET CLAIMS PRIZE.  

ANYONE UNDER 18 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.   NO OUTSIDE COOLERS.
All prizes must be claimed within 30 days or become property of the Denton Volunteer Fire Company, Inc.

Winners are responsible for any and all State and Federal taxes that may apply.
The DVFC is a 501(c)(3) Organization, your donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by federal law.

CASH PRIZES

DENTON VOLUNTEER
FIRE COMPANY

1st ANNUAL

1:00 ............. $1,000
1:05 .................$200
1:10 .................$200
1:15 .................$200
1:20 .................$200
1:25 .................$200
1:30 ............. $1,000
1:35 .................$200
1:40 .................$200
1:45 .................$200
1:50 .................$200
1:55 .................$200
2:00 ............. $1,000
2:05 .................$200
2:10 .................$200
2:15 .................$200
2:20 .................$200
2:25 .................$200
2:30 ............. $1,000
2:35 .................$200
2:40 .................$200

2:45 .................$200
2:50 .................$200
2:55 .................$200
3:00 ............. $1,000
3:05 .................$200
3:10 .................$200
3:15 .................$200
3:20 .................$200
3:25 .................$200
3:30 ............. $1,000
3:35 .................$200
3:40 .................$200
3:45 .................$200
3:50 .................$200
3:55 .................$200
4:00 ............. $1,000
4:05 .................$200
4:10 .................$200
4:15 .................$200
4:20 .................$200
4:25 .................$200

4:30 ............. $1,000
4:35 .................$200
4:40 .................$200
4:45 .................$200
4:50 .................$200
4:55 .................$200
5:00 ............. $1,000
5:05 .................$200
5:10 .................$200
5:15 .................$200
5:20 .................$200
5:25 .................$200
5:30 ............. $1,000
5:35 .................$200
5:40 .................$200
5:45 .................$200
5:50 .................$200
5:55 .................$200
6:00 ............. $3,000
 
 
 

Good news in 
Delaware River 
hauls

Total catch from 311 seining opera-
tions was 74,277 fish with the five top 
catches Atlantic menhaden, American 
shad, bay anchovy, banded killifish 
and white perch.

 These are the good old days com-
pared to 1980.

Back then the first Delaware River 
Seine survey by the Bureau of Marine 
Fisheries only turned up seven young 
of the year striped bass in the hauls. 
Those were times of severe species 
depletion for the popular gamefish.

The 2013 survey, from June 18 to 
November 22, caught 846 striped bass 
and 802 were less than a year old, a 
very positive sign of spawning success.

Stripers were the tenth most 
caught species in the survey, taken in 
tidal waters from Salem to Burlington 
counties.

Total catch from 311 seining opera-
tions was 74,277 fish with the five top 
catches Atlantic menhaden, American 
shad, bay anchovy, banded killifish 
and white perch.

In one monster haul in June, 2013, 
30,727 menhaden (bunker) were net-
ted. They do travel in large schools. 
That was 91 percent of all of this most 
important forage fish caught in the 
six-months of seining and 46 percent 
of all fish caught.

The oily menhaden is also a 
mega-important commercial fishery, 
Omega-3 and all that. 

American shad totaled 10,799; 
white perch, 2,896 and one brown 
trout.

Other fish turning up in the 100-foot 
long by 6-foot deep and a quarter-inch 
thick seine included bluefish, large-
mouth bass, croaker, channel cats, 
yellow perch, bluegills and sunnies. 
You can find the complete species list 
at www.njfishandwildlife.com.

NOAA, UNC-Wilmington study 
finds warming Atlantic ocean 
temperatures could increase 
expansion of invasive, native 
species

Warming water temperatures due to 
climate change could expand the range 
of many native species of tropical fish, 
including the invasive and poisonous 
lionfish, according to a study of 40 
species along rocky and artificial reefs 
off North Carolina by researchers from 
NOAA and the University of North 
Carolina-Wilmington.

 The findings, reported for the first 
time, were published in the September 
issue of Marine Ecology Progress 
Series.

“The results will allow us to better 
understand how the fish communities 
might shift under different climate 
change scenarios and provide the type 
of environmental data to inform future 
decisions relating to the management 
and siting of protected areas,” said 
Paula Whitfield, a research ecologist at 
NOAA’s National Centers for Coastal 
Ocean Science (NCCOS) and lead 
author of the study.

Cast and Blast 
out of 

Tilghman 
Island Md. 

with 
‘Jim Dandy 

Charters’
410-708-9851
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Book of the Month
GOOd Call: refleCTiOns On 

faiTh, family, and fOwl
The closer we look at the Robertson fam-

ily, the more we discover the substance and 
authenticity below the surface of these well-
known TV characters. In this enlightening 
book, Jase Robertson gives us a deep look 
behind his funnyman exterior. In addition to 
stories of life in the Robertson family and 
epic tales of hunting of all kinds, readers 
will get an inside look at Jase’s personal 
faith in the Creator of the outdoors he so 
dearly loves: 

“My first thoughts about God came in 
a duck blind as I gazed upon the diversity 
and beauty of creation. There is nothing in 
nature that can be reproduced or equaled 
by humans. None of our computers, micro-
chips, or cell phones can duplicate what God 
has put forth. Viewing the details of this magnificent earth is better than any 
sermon from any preacher I have heard about the evidence of God.” 

About the Author

Jase Robertson is the second oldest Robertson son and one of the favorite 
stars of A&E®’s Duck Dynasty®. Jase has been involved in the family business 
making duck calls since he was a boy. He graduated from Bible college after 
high school and worked part-time in ministry for two years before becoming 
Duck Commander’s first paid employee in the mid ‘90s. Now, family, hunting, 
and helping the family business succeed consume most of Jase’s time. Jase 
runs the manufacturing part of Duck Commander, making sure that every call 
is hand-tuned to be the best possible call. He and his wife, Missy, live in West 
Monroe, Louisiana, with their children and the rest of the Robertson clan.

Mark Schlabach is the coauthor of the New York Times bestselling books, 
Happy, Happy, Happy, Si-cology 1, and The Duck Commander Family. He 
is one of the most respected and popular college football columnists in the 
country. He and his wife live 
in Madison, Georgia, with their 
three children.

Cheesy ZuCChini pie 
wiTh VenisOn

The Outdoor Enthusiast's 
Resource for 

Preparing and Serving
 Fish & Game with Style

http://recipes.
sportsmanstable.com

Ingredients
1 lb. ground venison
1/2 cup chopped onions
1 medium zucchini sliced, eggplant works 
well too!
1/4 cup green bell peppers chopped
1/4 cup red bell peppers chopped
1 can diced tomatoes or 1 large fresh 
tomato
1 1/2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese
2 pie crusts- 1 tsp. garlic
1 tsp. dill -1 tsp. oregano
1 tsp. basil - 1 tbs. olive oil
Instructions
Brown ground venison over medium-low 
heat and set aside. Be sure not to overcook 
and remove promptly from heat. Saute on-
ions and peppers for three min. over medium-high heat. Add zucchini slices. 
Saute another 3-4 min. In the meantime, grease a 9 in. pie plate and add the 
pie crust. Add canned tomatoes (drain at least half of the juice) and fresh or 
dried dill, basil, oregano and garlic to zucchini mixture. Add browned ground 
venison. Once heated through, remove and pour into pie plate. Add shredded 
cheese. Add the top crust. Make four two inch slits in the top of the pie crust. 
Bake for about 30 min. on 375 degrees.

9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors

Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
7 Days Per Week

Rain or Shine
24 Covered Benches

$20 Shoot All Day
Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military
Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge

NEW 
500 YARD 
RANGE!

Eric Price, Zach-
ary Quillen and 
Mitchell Quillen 
had a good out of 
Tilghman Island 
with Captain Dave 
Shultie aboard the 
‘KDJ’.



October 2014www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com22

Kiser Commercial Agency, 
an Elite Agency for McNeil & Company's AdvenSure

Insurance Program for Outdoor and Recreational risks invites 
inquiries from the following eligible business classes: KCA
• Now insuring hunting trips for travel, firearm and medical.
• Rod & Gun Clubs
• Outfitters & Guides
• Hunting Leases
• Hunting Preserves
• Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays
• Bed & Breakfasts

To learn more 
about this pro-

gram, please con-
tact the 
Kiser 

Commercial 
Agency…

P.O. Box 647, Riviera Beach, MD 21123
Ph.: 410.439.8110 • 800.433.5473

edkiser4463@yahoo.com
www.outdoorinsurancespecialist.com

10 year old Ryan 
Whittington trained 
all summer long 
to be ready for his 
first bow season. 
On his second night 
on stand this doe 
walked in to 20 
yards and he made 
the shot count. All 
those hours shoot-
ing 3D really paid 
off.
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160
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JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa • Hot Dogs
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks 
• Pepperjack & Cheddar Cheese

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

Fishing for a special deal?
We’ve got a Sportsman Special!

$69.95 Per Night - Plus Tax
FREE Continental Breakfast 

Pets Welcomed (Pet Fee Applies)
Walking distance to great seafood 

restaurants & dock bars!

3101 Main St. • Grasonville, MD
410-827-6767 or 800-828-3361

KENT 
NARROWS 

INN
We

Our 
Guests!

PRESENT THIS AD AT CHECK-IN
Offer good Sunday-Thursday 2014

Call for weekend availability and rates.
Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
May be required to present valid hunting or 

fishing license to receive discount.

Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 

Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open
   Early 
     Every 
       Morning!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Check Cashing

Dump Tickets, 
QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Race Trax, Lottery, 
Keno, ATM, 

Fishing Bait, Air Pumps
Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

Very Fresh Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Jordan Bilodeau 
from Elkton Md 
with his first keeper 
sea trout he caught 
over Labor Day 
weekend on the 
‘Kingfish ll’ in 
Tangier Sound . The 
trout seem to be 
filling in fairly well 
with plenty of big 
spot, croaker and 
kingfish also.
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“The last word”

By Steve Huettner

In Support of Ponds

I drove up and saw the for sale, and even 
though my friend had told me a few weeks prior 
he was putting it up for sale (downsizing in his 
life) it was still a bit of shock.  As I took my rod 
and from the truck and started walking, I began 
to think about the pond. It’s located in a spot that 
I can’t divulge, is relatively close to my home, 
and has always left me feeling better after I left.

Ponds always seem to get the short end of the 
stick. Your favorite outdoor author never waxes 
poetically about ponds, and most references to 
ponds in stories refer to something bad happen-
ing near them. It seems people like to dispose of 
things in ponds or things are always being pulled 
out of them.

As I tied on a lure and began to cast, I thought 
just how great ponds are. Ponds are not fancy or 
pretentious, they are like a comfortable pair of 
shoes and those faded jeans that your wife has 
been after you to get rid of.  There’s nothing 
stressful about fishing a pond.   The pond doesn’t 
care what type of gear you have. Leave the latest 
space age rod and reel at home, a push button 
snoopy rod or that old spin casting combo you’ve 
had for 20 years will get the job done.  No matter 
the weather, if one desires the pond can be fished 
and it will produce some type of catch regardless 
the conditions.  Ponds are seldom crowded and 
don’t take a lot of effort to fish. My personal rule 
is one should fish a pond about the time it takes 
to finish a good cigar.

I wonder how many kids are introduced to 
fishing at ponds.  I remember how my daughter 
went on her first fishing trip at this pond.  The 

pink Barbie fishing rod rigged with a worm 
and a bobber, not to mention a cooler filled with 
snacks and juice boxes.  The pond provided an 
hour or two of sensory entertainment.  The pond 
offered sunfish and blue gills willing to kamikaze 

themselves onto a hook that make any kid 
squeal.  Wildlife to keep her entertained and full 
of questions; turtles, frogs, snakes, grasshoppers, 
geese, ducks, swallows and herons.  I will never 

forget one day as she will reeling in a sunfish, 
as it neared the bank an enormous bass swam 
up and ate the fish right in front of us.  Her eyes 
were the size of silver dollars. She looked at me 
and said, “Dad did you see what just happened, 
that big fish came in and ate my little fish”.  That 
was my daughter’s introduction to how Mother 
Nature worked.

 As my daughter grew she learned how to tie on 
a lure, bait a hook (sometimes) and how to cast. On 
some of the trips I brought 
nieces and nephews along 
with me who always left 
with smiles and picture of 
the fish they caught with 
uncle hutty at the pond.

Rest assured that the 
pond is not for the kids 
only, because this pond 
has something that adults 
enjoy also, big largemouth 
bass.  While I am not a bass 
fanatic like some of my 
friends, I will say hooking 
into a large lunker in the 
pond always got my got 
my heart pumping.  One 
summer weekend my sister 
and brother in law were 
visiting, and being from 
Florida my brother in law 
is a fanatic for big large-
mouth bass.  As we drove 

over I promised that he would have an opportunity 
to catch fish, (despite the fact is was sunny and 
90 degrees). As we pulled up and he viewed the 
pond for the first time I could see the look on his 
face as he wondered if I was crazy for dragging 
him out this pond with the promise of big bass. 
After two hours of fishing, my brother in law was 
left flabbergasted as here caught and released 
4 largemouths that would make any fisherman 
smile, not to mention the monster that broke the 
line after a 10 minute battle. All this at a pond 
that many would dismiss at first glance.

I truly hope that the future owners of this pond 
realize what they have when then take ownership. 
The pond is more than a hole that holds water. 
The pond is a home to all manners of critters from 
fish to fowl.  It is a place where kids can be kids 
and are introduced to the pleasure of fishing. It’s 
a place that provides 
countless laughs and 
memories. I hope 
they understand that 
and appreciate it.

 1st Week of Dove Season 
Booking Fast! 

Still have 
openings in 
September

Now Booking 
2014-2015 Season

Still have openings for 
Snow Geese in Feb & March!

They will book fast!

A hot start to the 2014-15 season. Billy Bollhorst III and Bill Boll-
horst Jr. labored on the opener filling resident goose limits in an 
hour and dove limits in the first 4 hrs of the season. 
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Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

75 Acre Waterfront
Hunters Paradise!

3 Bedroom Rancher with Unmatched Views! - 
Only 20 minutes from downtown Cambridge and its wonderful new 

restaurants, shopping and waterfront attractions this private waterfront 
retreat offers the best of the Eastern Shore. Tree lined private drive opens up 

to spectacular views of the Little Choptank , endless opportunities for 
fishing, recreational crabbing, boating and bird watching. 

Hour from the Bay Bridge or the Atlantic Ocean.

PRICED REDUCED TO $625,000

Chesapeake Bay Real Estate Plus, LLC
Contact John McGlannan

108 N. Talbot Street - St. Michaels, MD 
410-714-9166 Cell

410-745-6702 Office
410-886-1135 Home

jmcglannan@mris.com MRIS - #DO8117341
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Sport, commercial 
fishermen differ over 
striped bass options

By Karl Blankenship

For years, striped bass were a text-
book example of successful fishery 
management.

After a dramatic population crash 
in the early 1980s, a painful harvest 
moratorium was put in place. As 
hoped, the population rebounded. By 
1995, it was declared “recovered” — 
and even then the population continued 
to climb.

By the early 2000s, commercial 
fishermen and recreational anglers 
were seeing more large striped bass 
than at any time in recent memory.

Fast forward another decade, to 
2014, and the picture is starkly dif-
ferent. The spawning population is at 
about the same level it was in 1995, 
when it was declared recovered, but 
instead of trending upward, it’s been 
declining for a decade.

It is expected to drop below the 
“recovered” threshold level next year.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission, which regulates the 
management of migratory fish species 
and includes representatives from all 
East Coast states, is weighing options 
that range from a 25 percent harvest 
reduction next year to phasing in a 
smaller, 7 percent annual reduction 
over three years — or even doing 
nothing at all.

“This is the premier fisheries 
management success story,” said 
John M. R. Bull, commissioner of the 
Virginia Marine Resources Commis-
sion. “I don’t think anybody wants to 
jeopardize that success.”

But, views about what the ASMFC 
should do to maintain that success 
when it meets in late October — and 
even the seriousness of the current 
situation — vary widely.

Some groups representing recre-
ational anglers are leading the charge 
for aggressive, and quick, action.

Tony Friedrich, executive director 
of the Coastal Conservation Associa-
tion in Maryland, said he supports a 
25 percent reduction, but only because 
the ASMFC’s options don’t include a 
greater cut.

The fish “are in a lot of trouble,” 
he said, citing angler surveys showing 
that interactions with fish — basically 
how often they catch a striped bass 
— have fallen 75 percent since 2006.

“If you talk to a lot of people on 
the East Coast, they are up in arms,” 
Friedrich said. ”They want to go a step 
beyond 25 percent.”

In comments to the ASMFC, the 
group Stripers Forever contends “the 
signs of diminishing abundance have 
been ignored for years.” It calls for a 
25 percent harvest reduction effective 
next year, but said even that is “too 
little too late.”

On the other hand, Billy Rice, 
a commercial fisherman who has 
worked 46 years on the Potomac 
River and Maryland tributaries, said 
striped bass will soon become more 
abundant in the Bay as a result of a 
strong reproduction in 2011. Fish born 

that year will soon reach legal size in 
the Chesapeake, and shortly thereafter 
along the coast.

“We need to keep a close eye on 
it, but I wouldn’t even come close to 
calling it a crisis,” said Rice, who is 
a member of both the Potomac River 
Fishery Commission and an advisory 
panel to the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources.

Absorbing a 25 percent reduction 
in a single year, he said, “would vir-
tually cripple our commercial fishing 
industry.”

Rice contends that, given time, 
striped bass will bounce back, and 
that it’s not realistic to think that any 
stock can be consistently maintained 
at record-high levels. “Fish naturally 
go through cycles, no matter how well 
you manage them,” he said. “We are 
not going to stop the natural cycle that 
has been going on since the beginning 
of time.”

The different perspectives reflect, 
in part, longstanding tension between 
recreational and commercial interests, 
which compete for the same fish.

Commercial fishermen, equipped 
with large boats, nets and often decades 
of individual and community knowl-
edge, are efficient. They typically can 
catch their given quota despite com-
petition from recreational anglers, as 
long as the stock is at a healthy level.

Recreational fishermen do best 
when fish are very abundant. The fish 
are more easily found, and the com-
mercial quota typically takes a smaller 
portion of the available population. As 
the population declines, recreational 
anglers with fishing lines are less ef-
ficient than watermen with nets, and 
have a harder time finding fish — even 
if the stock is still considered to be at 
a sustainable level.

“When abundance is down, the 
recreational anglers are the ones whose 
catch is going to go down the most,” 
said Bill Goldsborough, director of 
fisheries for the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation. “By the same token, when 
abundance is up, their catch goes up 
the most. The recreational catch is tied 
very closely to abundance.”

That’s reflected in ASMFC figures 
which show spikes in recreational har-
vests when the striped bass population 
hit its peak in the early 2000s. In fact, 
the estimated dead discards from the 
recreational fishery along the coast — 
those fish that are caught and released, 
but die anyway (about 9 percent of the 
released fish) — exceeded the entire 
commercial catch as recently as 2006.

As abundance has declined, though, 
the commercial catch — which is 
based on a quota and therefore fluc-
tuates less from year to year — has 
overtaken the recreational catch in 
the Bay and in some other states that 
have a commercial striped bass fishery.

So, for recreational fisheries, the 
situation can look bleak — but the 
stock itself is not in peril, Goldsbor-
ough said.

“From a biology standpoint, I think 
we are OK,” he said. “We do need to 
tighten the belt and ensure that we 
turn that trajectory back up for the 
spawning stock biomass. I don’t think 
it is a crisis, but there definitely is a 
need to act..”

The more difficult question, said 
Goldsborough, who is also a member 

of the ASMFC, is weighing manage-
ment impacts on commercial and 
recreational sectors.

“It is really the age-old issue for 
fisheries management, and that is re-
solving the difference between manag-
ing for commercial fishing objectives 
and managing for recreational fishing 
objectives in a shared stock,” he said.

The reason for the decline in striped 
bass abundance over the last decade, 
scientists say, has been a series of years 
with poor reproduction.

In the 13-year span from 1993 
through 2005, reproduction was at 
or above the long-term average 10 
times, including the three best years 
on record in 1993, 1996 and 2001, as 
measured by the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources Young-of-Year 
index. The Chesapeake Bay is where 
the vast majority of striped bass found 
along the East Coast are spawned.

But reproduction has been below 
average in six of eight years since 
then, including some of the poorest 
years since the 1980s.

Successful reproduction typically 
requires two things: lots of eggs pro-
duced by females and weather con-
ditions that promote the survival of 
their young.

Because they can’t control the 
weather, fishery managers try to 
keep the abundance of adult female 
fish high with the hope that when the 
spawning fish mesh with the right 
conditions, they will produce a large 
“year class” of young fish. With striped 
bass, above-average year classes have 
been particularly important for overall 
abundance.

The spawning stock biomass peaked 
at around 170 million pounds a decade 
ago, and dropped to an estimated 128 
million pounds last year, just 1 million 
pounds above the minimum threshold 
of 127 million pounds set by ASMFC. 
It is on a trajectory to fall below that 
threshold next year.

But the significance of crossing 
that threshold is less clear. In fishery 
management, such thresholds are 
typically a biologically established 
minimum. Falling below that number 
risks a stock crash.

In the case of striped bass, the 
spawning stock biomass is not set at a 
danger level. Rather, it is set at its 1995 
level, when the stock was declared 
recovered by ASMFC. It is about 12 
times higher than the population’s low 
point in the early 1980s.

“We don’t feel the population is at a 
biological risk,” said Tom O’Connell, 
fisheries director with the Maryland 
DNR. “Yes, it is lower than stakehold-
ers want, and lower than managers 
want. But it is not at a biological risk.”

The higher threshold, fishery man-
agers say, reflects the fact that striped 
bass are considered a marquee species 
both in the Bay and along the coast.

As a result, O’Connell and some 
other fishery managers say, the ques-
tion is not whether something should 
be done, but rather how much — and 
how quickly.

While reproduction in most recent 
years has been low, the 2011 year 
class was the fourth strongest since 
Maryland’s Young-of-Year index 
began in 1956. Those fish will soon 
reach catchable size — 18 inches — 
in the Bay, and will shortly thereafter 

migrate to coastal waters where they 
typically need to be larger before they 
can be caught.

“If we did nothing, but we kept 
fishing mortality at the current level, 
we would probably see that population 
come back up, but it may take three, 
four, five, six years,” O’Connell said.

“We should react, because the 
management plan and the stakeholders 
prefer that this species be at a higher 
abundance level,” he said. But, he 
added, “we don’t have to react in one 
year.”

Some recreational anglers, like 
Friedrich, worry that delaying or 
spreading out cuts only delays the 
potential comeback. Friedrich also 
contended that managers are putting 
too much stock on the 2011 year class 
which, he said “are about to go into the 
meat grinder” as they hit legal catch 
sizes in the Bay and along the coast.

“That 2011 class is where all the 
fishing pressure is going to fall,” he 
said. “It may be the most pressured 
year class in history.”

But sharp, single-year cutbacks 
would hit the commercial fishery hard, 
particularly in the Bay: Maryland and 
Virginia have the highest commercial 
quotas of East Coast states.

“In one year, that would be dev-
astating,” said Bull, the VMRC 
commissioner. “I believe that it is 
very important, for the commercial 
fishery here in Virginia, to phase in 
the impact.”

Fishery managers from the Bay 
states also contend that new regula-
tions could unfairly hit the Chesa-
peake.

After spawning, the Bay serves as 
a nursery for striped bass before they 
migrate to the coast. Fishery manag-
ers say females — which make up 
the spawning stock — leave the Bay 
earlier than males, so most of the Bay 
catch consists of male fish. Sharply 
reducing the catch on those males 
does little to boost spawning stock 
biomass, they say.

For years, harvest levels for striped 
bass in the Chesapeake were set 
separately from those along the coast. 
That was reflected in 2013, fishery 
managers said, when catch limits in 
the Bay were 14 percent below those 
in 2012, reflecting a decline in larger 
fish in the Bay.

But after a recent stock assessment, 
the ASMFC failed to set a Bay spe-
cific target, citing a lack of adequate 
information, even as it acknowledged 
differences between the Bay and 
coastal stocks.

If the Chesapeake is subjected to 
the same across-the-board reduction 
as the rest of the coast, managers 
say, it will not only hurt the fishing 
industry, but provide little benefit to 
the spawning stock.

“It is really misleading to the public 
to think that this level of reduction in 
the Chesapeake Bay is going to rebuild 
the female spawning stock biomass, 
because our fishery is predominantly 
males outside the spring trophy sea-
son,” O’Connell said.

About Karl Blankenship
Karl Blankenship is editor of the 

Bay Journal and Executive Director 
of Chesapeake Media Service. He has 
served as editor of the Bay Journal 
since its inception in 1991.
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2008 CAROLINA SKIFF 198 DLX 
PRE-RIGGED. Boat, motor and trailer. 
2008 Boat with a 2009 Suzuki 90hp. 
Boat comes with Bimini top, livewell, 
18 gal fuel tank, vhf radio and depth 
finder. Front and rear deck, center 
console with cooler seat. Venture 
aluminum trailer. Asking $11,000. Call 
757-894-9862 or 757-894-0771. 

2 pair Waders—neoprene size 11, 
$85. Super insulated size 13/14 -- 
$125. (little used)  410-490-7322

DU Cameo flotation jacket $75.  
Camo Filson wool coat, XXL $150
410-490-7322
 
Walkie talkies w earpiece, $50 per 
pair. Alaskan pack & frame $100,
2 doz. Snow goose water decoys $50  
410-490-7322 

“6hp Evinrude outboard - short 
shaft. Runs like new - original owner. 
$550....Call 301-643-1615.
 
“Pick-up Camper - Alaskan slide-in, 
8 foot.  Raises & lowers.  Gas stove...
Call 301-643-1615.”
 
“2 Mallard Decoys - 1940s - Stuffed 
canvas, excellent condition. $150/
pair...Call 301-643-1615.”
 
Free Wellcraft 25 ft. - Chevy power, 
Merc cruiser out drive. With 30 ft. alu-
minum I-beam bunk trailer...$700 for 
everything...Call 301-643-1615 

Commercial Freezer 4doors 4 
shelves all stainless steel. 115v. 2009 
compressor. Great for hunting camp. 
$2,000.00 OBO.  Mark 410-960-0328 

S.S. prop never used 14 1/4x22 left 
rotation fits any 15 spline O.B. $250. 
814-386-4404 

1993   18ft    Basstracker  Deep V 
Bottom Aluminum   ex.  condition 40 
hp Yamaha outboard Motor clean and 
runs great with low hours
Galv trailer with new tires.,  New 
Fishfinder , Binimi Top  and new Seats 
boat is ready to go fishing .... must  
see  
$3800.00  cash   Pasadena Md    call 
443-623-1381 

A Frame Goose Blinds 8 ft with bench 
seat $125 call or txt for more info 410-
708-9876 

Virginia Commercial Hook & 
Line License and registration Card.    
$8,000.00 Total for both.
Sell what you catch and make money.  
Serious Inquires Only
Call – 757-695-1044

Crab/Fishing Guide License Call 
Captain Bill (410)479-9362 LvMsg. 

Benelli super black eagle - 
almost new in box - $999.00 - 410-

761-6381

GHG Lesser Canadas - 1 dozen new 
- with Field Bag $280 - 860-262-4055

LAB Puppies:  High end, Bred for 
Hunting, AKC, OFA, Eastern Shore’s 
Finest / Cambridge, MD $1200 karn-
lar@comcast.net or 443-477-2162

2003 Carolina Classic 28ft Volvo 
300s Diesel 900hrs, Tower, 5KW 
Generator, Air Conditioning, $100,000 
contact Ronnie Hall 443-510-0792 

99 Legacy Sea-Era 23 ft. W/A, 150 
H. P. Johnson, Fully Equiped and 
trailer.$11,300.00....... Call Frank for 
more information 443-223-0156

1994 Gradywhite Sailfish 272 sport-
bridge Twin Yamaha 200hp low com-
pression in 1 motor rebuild or repower 
$10500 OBO John 410-827-8722

1986 Trophy Bayliner CC 110 John-
son $2300.00 obo (240)-298-7504

2102 War Eagle Boat
25 HP Yamaha
Check Craigslist  Maryland  Eastern 
Shore for more info
Excellent Condition
$9000.00
Call 410-708-1827

Looking to lease land for DEER 
HUNTING
have hunter safety card
Queens Anne, Caroline, Kent, Talbot 
call Tom 410-375-3726 

TRAPPING
Old retired guy looking for ponds, 
marshland, woods for trapping.  If you 
have problems with Beaver, Muskrats, 
Raccoons: Call 443-988-8810 

For Sale    15.4 acre wooded 
lot     Caroline co. md   updated perk    
Great turkey and deer hunting   asking 
119,900.00  443-962-7416 

Goose Pit in Kennedyville, MD - for 
lease 2014-15 hunt season. Call for 
details - 301-325-5500

120 ac. established Trophy Deer 
Farm in Tolchester, Chestertown- 
Kent county,Md.  Cabin w/electric & 
40 ft. storage container; Food plots, 
enclosed-box stands & ladder stands, 
with feeders; Under QDM for 8 yrs.; $ 
800,000.00 Call 410-245-7578

For lease hunting property in 
Dorchester county Maryland. Great 
hunting for waterfowl sika whitetail 
turkey and dove. Waterfront and in-
land farms with ponds. 443-521-0221

Hunting lease available-Eastern 
Shore Virginia, Northampton County, 
seaside, 300 acres, waterfowl, deer, 
turkey, dock access to Barrier Islands. 
202-359-5818. 

Hunting camp bordering Oswayo 
Creek for lease.    Excellent trout 
fishing, turkey, bear, deer.   ATV trails 
nearby, minutes from state park    
410-357-5458   kprice794@gmail.com 

Mountain Retreat/Hunting Lodge - 
Top of mountain in Western Maryland 
(Cumberland).  
Approx 5.5 acres, Main house sleeps 
11 comfortably also several out 
buildings including a “man cave”.   
$169,900 - Call 410-760-2474

24 acres on Mattawoman Creek and 
Old Federal Railroad. Woods fields 
and water $80,000.00 or OBO. - 301 
643 1615 

Waterfront home for sale
3 bedroom 2 bath rancher with canal 
access to the Big Choptank river. Call 
Edward 410.330.1600 

Six acres with mobile home, great 
for hunting and fishing near Green 
Ridge St. Forest, Flintstone, MD call 
410-375-3552 
15 acre mountain getaway in morgan 
county WVA. Borders Sleepy Creek 
Forest and Meadow Creek.$35000 
Contact me @ dmp21228@comcast.
net

Waterfowl hunting club is seeking 
new members. Properties include 
blind sites on the Choptank River and  
Barclays MD.  Call 443-745-3558 or 
email at jlong7774@gmail.com

Outfitters, guides, gun clubs, and hunt 
clubs – looking for affordable and ac-
curate insurance? Call Kiser Com-
mercial Agency for a quick quote at 
410-439-8110 or 800-433-5473.

Waterfowl Hunt Club Member-
ship available in 10 member Kent 

County club. 5 blinds and 5 pits, Guest 
privileges, Lodging and more. Contact 
George@chescoat.com  410-703-
3018

Hunting Club Membership – Equity 
membership for 10 person hunt club 
available on Asquith Island, Dorches-
ter County. Great duck, whitetail, sika 
hunting. 250+ acres, lodge, impound-
ments, woods, marsh, 6 deer towers, 
deer stands, shore blinds, boat ramp. 
$74,500. Reduced to $69,950 deck-
rod@yahoo.com, 703-462-2360

Farm For Sale 303 acres Chaptico, 
MD 5 bedroom main house, 2 ten-
ant houses, pond, 3 tobacco barns. 
$1,250,000 Chris Holland, Addison 
Herring, Inc. 301-627-4655

Eastern Shore,Virginia; building lot 
along Occonannock creek,Exmore. 5 
miutes to public boat ramp.35k; pos-
sible owner financing. (717)632-3864

Dorchester county on tedious creek 
29 acres great sika and waterfowl. 
Two story house can be renovated. 
$149,900.00      410-490-0084

FOR LEASE EXCLUSIVE DEER 
HUNTING RIGHTS 77ac. farm in 
Northern Caroline Co.MD  3 hunters 
max.  call Jim 410-482-6716

Waterfront Farm for Sale by Owner
Eastern Shore,Dorchester County 
MD, 330 acres, great deer, turkey, 
waterfowl hunting. Call 410-943-
4620.

For Rent Dorchester County Mary-
land Waterfront and inland farms with 
ponds, 10 to 110 acres. Waterfowl, 
sika, whitetail, turkey, dove, and small 
game. 443-521-0221

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2014 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2014 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Now Offering Towing & Roll Back Service
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Don Travis’s
TRAVIS TAXIDERMY

Exceeding Your Expectations for 38 Years

Visit Our Showroom

AWARD 
WINNING 
MOUNTS

Don@travistaxidermy.com

410-778-4107
www.TravisTaxidermy.com

24153 Chestertown Road
Chestertown, MD

QUALITY YOU 
CAN TRUST!

Exceeding Your Expectations for 40 Years!

Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

The Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) has promulgated final rules for 
2014-15 waterfowl hunting seasons in states that deferred selection. 
FWS announced the rules in the Federal Register of Friday, Sept. 26, 
2014, a day after it finalized the rules for the next migratory bird hunt-
ing seasons. The rules take effect on Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014.

If you have any questions, contact Ron W. Kokel, Division of Migra-
tory Bird Management at FWS, (703) 358-1714. FWS says the latest 
declaration amounts to its last announcement in the long process of 
proposing rules for the upcoming season. FWS first proposed rules on 
April 30 and gave opportunities for public comment.

The latest announcement lists the seasons in addition to ones earlier 
proposed. The daily bag limit for sora and Virginia rails total 25 and 

75 respectively in the aggregate. For clapper and king rails, the lim-
its amount to 15 and 45, with exceptions in Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maryland, and New Jersey; where limits total 10 daily and 30 overall.

The rules include a chart listing dates and limits for everything from 
light geese to brant, mersangers, Canada geese, light geese, coots, etc. 
in various states and zones within states. In Wyoming, for example, 
you can shoot three Canada geese, white fronted geese and brant total 
per day and a total of nine between Sept. 27 and Jan. 1.

In Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, and Virginia, you can shoot crippled waterfowl from 
a motorboat under power.

FWS announces final dates 
for migratory bird hunting
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods

Chesapeake Bay Fishing 
Aboard Karen Ray II

Captain Curtis Johns and his mate, son Curt will take you out on their 
50-foot "Karen Ray II," on a memorable, private fishing charter. 

Trophy rockfish, rockfish, blues, flounder, croaker spot. Whatever fish 
are in season, you and your party will have a great day out on the Bay.

Small or large parties - 6-49 Passengers 
Crisfield, MD.

Captain Curtis Johns
(410) 623-2310

www.facebook.com/chesapeakefishing

Switchgrass for 
Hunting blinds on Sale!

Already Cut
Pick Up Anytime!

Call 410-708-5123

Fatal Bear Attack in New Jersey Spurs Debate 
Between Hunters, Animal Rights Activists

The tragic death of a 22-year-old hiker near West Milford, New Jersey last 
month represents the state’s first fatal bear attack in 150 years. The incident 
incited a heated debate between animal rights advocates and hunters on how 
the state is currently managing the bear population, and the conversation is 
not limited to New Jersey alone. Rising bear populations across the East Coast 

have many wildlife officials concerned, 
and in states like Maine where regula-
tions surrounding bear hunting are on 
the November ballot, the fatal mauling 
has given the issue a sense of urgency.

According to Reuters, the body of 
Darsh Patel was found by his friends 
after they became separated from him in 
the 576-acre Apshawa Preserve. Police 
arrived to discover that the bear was still 
guarding Patel’s body, and euthanized the 
animal at the scene.

“This is truly a tragic event,” Judy 
Camuso, wildlife division director of the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife (DIFW), told Bangor Daily News. “As biologists, we work hard 
to reduce conflicts. We realize that this is always a possibility, but this is every 
wildlife manager’s worst nightmare.”

The DIFW recently outlined the reasons why it categorically opposed Ques-
tion 1, an initiative on Maine’s November ballot that seeks to outlaw the use of 
baiting, hounds, and traps in harvesting bears—traditional and effective hunting 
practices for many sportsmen. Animal rights activists in Maine backed the pro-
posal because they claim those methods are “cruel, unethical, and unnecessary.” 
In light of New Jersey’s recent bear mauling, some opponents of bear hunting 
continue to stress that education, rather than population management, should 
be a the forefront of the state’s bear program.

“There is no guarantee that any program can avert such a tragedy,” Susan 
Russell, wildlife policy director for the Animal Protection League of New Jersey, 
told NJ.com. “However, New Jersey must join other bear regions and get seri-
ous about restricting black bear access to human foods, primarily trash, bear/
deer bait and foods brought to campgrounds, and maintain a comprehensive 
and rigorous education campaign.”

Animal rights groups say that hunting has little effect on controlling the bear 
population. On the other hand, hunters say that a greater amount of bear-related 
conflicts are all the more reason to expand hunting opportunities. Some biolo-
gists, such as Maine wildlife expert Deborah Perkins, assert that hunting is a 
vital tool to manage rising bear numbers.

“Mainers have no idea how fortunate we are to enjoy a large population of 
bears, while having very minimal bear-human conflicts,” she said. “It’s no ac-
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Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
GUNS • AMMO • HUNTING LICENSES • KNIVES

1957-2014 “57 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

2014 
HUNTING 
LICENSES

BROWING 
KNIVES & 
CLOTHING

X-Bolt Browning Rifle - 
Satin Finish Walnut Stock

Citori
Everything YOU Ever Dreamed of....

XS, Sporting Clays and Hunting Models

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns

Available in 10. 12, 20 and 28 Gauge Mossy Oak Camo, 
Stalker Composite or Classic, Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

40 lb. 
shelled 

deer CorN 
P.o.r.

Maxus All-Purpose
Mossy Oak Duck Blind Infinity

In Stock...

DEER HUNTING HEADqUARTERS

The Rifles & Shotguns 
You’re Hunting for...

at Clyde’s Sport Shop, 
YOUR FULL LINE Dealer

Why are we the best? It’s simple. We make no compromises and expect none from you. You want it all - So do we. Do you want 
a highly refined “fine” firearm with superior fit and finish that points and handles like a dream? Or do you want a gun that can 

stand up to years and years of service in the field - one you can pass down from generation to generation? Do you want the 
newest calibers, features and technology? Or do you want a gun with heritage, a history? Well, good news, you don’t have to 

choose one over the other. You get all this in every gun we make... That’s why we are The Best There Is.

All Firearms 
P.O.R. Priced on 

Request
Parker 

Bows In 
Stock!

Gold Light 10 Gauge
Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Browning A5
3”, 3 1/2” Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Go to www.Browning.com 
and check out the latest 

deals on line.

Vessel bill awaits action
Commercial fishermen like Bradley Styron, owner and 

operator of Quality Seafood of Cedar Island, wash their 
decks and pump out their bilge water on a regular basis 
during their everyday operations. But if a bill currently 
before the Senate doesn’t get passed, they might have to 
meet tougher environmental regulations to do so.

 
Sen. Mark Begich, D-Ark., introduced the Vessel In-

cidental Discharge Act (S.2094) in the Senate March 6. 
Since July 23, it’s been before the Senate’s Committee on 
Commerce, Science and Transportation; if the bill doesn’t 
get passed by the end of the current congressional session, 
then in December current exemptions for commercial fish-
ing vessels from vessel discharge requirements will expire. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency’s 

website, water.epa.gov, the agency regulates discharges 
from the normal operations of vessels, such as ballast 
water, bilge, graywater (water from sinks, showers, etc.) 
and anti-foulant paints and their leachate. The agency 
requires a vessel general permit for these discharges for 
commercial vessels over 79 feet long and operated as a 
means of transportation. 

Commercial fishing vessels and other commercial vessels 
are currently under a moratorium for being required to get 
a permit. However, the EPA website says this moratorium 
expires on Thursday, Dec. 18. 

This means if no new legislation extends or replaces this 
moratorium, commercial vessels under 79 feet, including 
fishing vessels, will need a VGP for small vessels. The EPA 
estimates this will affect about 115,000-138,000 vessels. 
Commercial vessels 79 feet and over will need to get a 
regular VGP. 

LAB Puppies:  High end, Bred for 
Hunting, AKC, OFA, Eastern Shore’s 
Finest / Cambridge, MD $1200 karn-
lar@comcast.net or 443-477-2162

cident. Our state biologists have been 
carefully, scientifically managing this 
population for decades.”

In New Jersey, hunters are calling 
for the DEP to push the hunting season 
earlier. Opening the season before 
the black bears approach hibernation 
means that hunters are likely to be 
much more successful.

“We’re looking to make towns, 
municipalities, and state government 
aware of the fact that this isn’t just 
a bloodsport,” said Anthony Mauro, 
chairman of the New Jersey Outdoor 
Alliance. “There’s a purpose behind 
it, and that’s population management.”

Experts believe that New Jersey is 
home to roughly 2,500 black bears, one 
of the highest population densities in 
the nation. Last year the DEP received 
reports of 572 bear sightings and 1,380 
counts of bear-related damage or nui-
sance. This included 30 cases of home 
entry, 51 livestock kills, and four cases 
of aggressive behavior. There were no 
reported human attacks.

Max and Jim Peery got in on 
some early Fall action.
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Molly’s is YOUR 
Hunting Headquarters!

Largest 
Ammunition 

supplier in 
Kent County, 

MD.


