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Our structures are built with quality materials and attention to detail. 
All of our structures are warrantied and backed by 

a family in the business for over 40 years.

-Piers -
   Bulkheads
-Rip Rap
-Dredging
-Floating Docks
-Boat Lifts
-Living 
   Shorelines
-Demolition

-Offshore Blinds
-Foundations
-Land Bridges
-Marina 
    Construction
-Boathouse
-Moorings
-Osprey Structures
-And more

“BUILT TO LAST”
New Construction and Repairs

DECKELMAN'S PILE 
DRIVING

Office: 410-778-6777
Fax: 410-778-9400

22589 Hudson Road
Rock Hall, MD. 21661

www.deckelmanseasternshore.com
longcovemarina@yahoo.com

Mitch Quillen, Blaire Prickett and Tommy Perry caught this 31 lb. bull 
Dolphin out of Ocean City, MD. last month aboard the “No Limits”. 

Two New Castle men 
cited for tampering with 
commercial crab pots

NEW CASTLE – Fish and Wildlife 
Enforcement agents cited two New 
Castle men July 25 for violations of 
state crabbing regulations including 
tampering with commercial crab pots, 
in connection with an incident on 
the Delaware River in northern New 
Castle County.

Anthony J. Black, 26, of New 
Castle, was cited for two counts of 
tampering with commercial crab pots, 
two counts of possession of undersized 
blue crabs, one count of operating a 
motor vessel without a boating safety 
certificate and one count of failing to 
have a fire extinguisher aboard.  

Christopher Torres, 22, also of New 
Castle, was cited for two counts of 
tampering with commercial crab pots 
and four counts of possession of un-
dersized blue crabs. Torres was taken 
into custody on a warrant out of the 
New Castle Court of Common Pleas 
and was released after posting bail, 
pending a future court date.

Delaware crabbing regulations re-
quire crab pot owners to set and tend 
them; no one is permitted to tend an-
other person’s crab pots, recreational 
or commercial.

For more information on crabbing 
regulations, please check the 2012 
Delaware Fishing Guide, available 
online and at fishing license dealers 
throughout the state.

Citizens are encouraged to report 
fish and wildlife and boating viola-
tions to the Delaware Fish and Wildlife 
Enforcement Section by calling 302-
739-4580.

MARYLAND LATE WATERFOWL SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS
2012-13 HUNTING YEAR

DUCKS, COOTS, and MERGANSERS • Regular Duck Season Oct. 13 - Oct. 20 • Nov. 10 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Jan. 26
Black Duck Season Nov. 10 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Jan. 26

Duck Daily Bag and Possession Limits: The daily bag limit of ducks (including mergansers) is 6. The 6-duck limit shall consist of no more than 5 long-tailed 
ducks, 4 scoters, 4 mallards (max. 2 hen mallards), 4 scaup, 3 wood ducks, 2 pintails. 2 redheads, 2 hooded mergansers, 1 canvasback, 1 black duck (during black 
duck season), 1 fulvous tree duck, and 1 mottled duck. All other species of ducks (except harlequin duck) may be taken up to the 6- duck limit. The possession limit 
is twice the daily bag limit. In addition to the duck bag limit hunters may take 15 coots per day. No open season for harlequin ducks and swans.

YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNTING DAYS
Season Dates Nov. 3 & Feb. 9

Daily Bag and Possession Limits: The duck bag limits for the Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days are the same as the regular season (above), except one black duck 
may also be taken. In addition to the duck bag limit youth hunters may take 2 Canada geese in AP Canada goose hunt zone or 5 geese in the Resident (AFRP) Canada 
goose hunt zone, 2 brant, 25 light geese, and 15 coots. For a description of each Canada goose hunting zone go to http://www.dnr.maryland.gov/huntersguide/
AP_RP_Hunt_Zones.asp. No open season for harlequin ducks and swans. Any licensed hunter 15 years old or younger may participate during these one-day hunts. 
Youth of this age who are exempt from Maryland hunting license requirements may also participate. Youth waterfowl hunters must possess a receipt showing they 
purchased a $9 Maryland Migratory Game Bird Hunting Stamp. Youth hunters must be accompanied by an adult at least 21 years old that holds a valid Maryland 
hunting license or is exempt from the hunting license requirements. One adult may take one or more young hunters, and that adult may call waterfowl, assist with 
decoys and retrieve downed birds but may not possess a hunting weapon and may not participate in other seasons that are open on the youth waterfowl hunting days.

SEA DUCKS (Scoters, Long-tailed Duck, and Eiders) Season: Oct. 1 - Jan. 31
(Only in Special Sea Duck Zone) Daily Bag Limit: 5 (no more than 4 scoters) per day

ATLANTIC POPULATION CANADA GEESE
Season: Nov. 17 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Jan. 30

Daily Bag Limit: 2 per day*
AP Hunt Zone: Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Calvert, Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Harford, Howard, Kent, Queen Annes, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Talbot, Wicomico, 

and Worcester Counties; and that portion of Carroll County east of Route 31 to the intersection of Route 97, and east of Route 97 to the Pennsylvania line; and that 
portion of Prince George’s County east of Route 3 and Route 301; and that portion of Charles County east of Route 301 to the Virginia line. *Bag limit may include 
Canada geese, cackling geese, and greater white- fronted geese singly or in aggregate.

RESIDENT POPULATION CANADA GEESE (Regular Season)
Season: Nov. 17 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Mar. 6

Daily Bag Limit: 5 per day*
Resident Hunt Zone: Allegany, Frederick, Garrett, Montgomery, and Washington Counties; and that portion of Carroll County west of Route 31 to the intersection 

of Route 97, and west of Route 97 to the Pennsylvania line; and that portion of Prince George’s County west of Route 3 and Route 301; and that portion of Charles 
County west of Route 301 to the Virginia line. *Bag limit may include Canada geese, cackling geese, and greater white- fronted geese singly or in aggregate.

ATLANTIC BRANT
Season Dates: Nov. 14 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Jan. 26 Daily Bag Limit: 2 per day

LIGHT GEESE
Season Dates: Oct. 6 - Nov. 23 Dec. 11 - Jan. 30 Feb. 9

Daily Bag Limit: 25 per day and no possession limit** **Bag limit may include greater and lesser snow geese and Ross’s geese singly or in aggregate.
LIGHT GOOSE CONSERVATION ORDER SEASON

Seasons Dates: Nov. 26 - Dec. 10 Jan. 31 - Feb. 8 Feb. 11 - April 13
Daily Bag Limit: No daily bag or possession limits. CO Hunt Zone: Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Calvert, Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, 

Harford, Howard, Kent, Queen Annes, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester Counties; and that portion of Carroll 
County east of Route 31 to the intersection of Route 97, and east of Route 97 to the Pennsylvania line; that portion of Prince George’s 
County east of Route 3 and Route 301; and that portion of Charles County east of Route 301 to the Virginia line. The Special Sea Duck 
Zone is excluded from this hunt area. Special Regulations during Light Goose Conservation Order Season: (1) Participating hunters 
must possess a $5 Snow Goose Conservation Order Hunting Season Permit while hunting light geese during this season; (2) Hunters 
may use shotguns capable of holding more than three shotshells; (3) Hunters may use electronic calls with recordings of light geese; 
and (4) Shooting hours are from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.

Send YOUR pictures to 
driftrock@verizon.net
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By Lenny Rudow

Seeing Specs
“hooked on fishing”

See Rudow Page 5

This spring, we saw one of the 
best Chesapeake Bay shallow-wa-
ter speckled trout bites in years. 
Point s ,  holes ,  and ba r s  i n  the 
rivers and islands in the Tangier 
Sound, in par t icular,  produced 
double-digit catches week af ter 
week. With the waters cooling 
and fall in the air, this bite should 
r amp back  up  i nto  r a re  for m, 
providing us with red-hot l ight 
tackle action. Want to get in on 
it? Here’s how.

THE HOW

 Light tackle casting to specs 
is similar to f ishing the shallows 
for st r ipers,  but you’l l  need to 
hone your techniques and your 
offerings a bit. For tackle, stick 
with your favor ite l ight-tack le 
st r iper  gear  in the eight  to 15 
p ou nd  r a nge ,  app ropr ia t e  fo r 
casting lures in the ¼ to ¾ ounce 
range.  Braid is  more ef fect ive 
than mono if you’re casting jigs 
since you can set the hook in a 
hear tbeat, but if topwater plugs 
are your offering of choice, mono 
will allow you to work the lure 
best. (Line stretch can be an asset 
with topwater, since it has less 
tendency to sling-shot the plug 
and won’t cause as many tangles 

when the plug does f lip out of the 
water).

 As is often the case with strip-
ers, you’ll usually catch more fish 
using jigs since you can quickly 
and easily alter depth, action, and 
color, but the thrill of a topwater 
explosion… WOW! Also remem-
ber that when f ishing for specs, 
you’l l  probably have to fol low 
the f ish’s feeding habits through 
the change of the tide. Regularly 
they’ll shif t f rom feeding at or 
nea r  the  bot tom to  feed ing at 
mid-depth, and then the surface, 
as the conditions change. Just as 
often, the speed and/or regularity 
or erratic nature of your retrieve 
will also need to change to keep 
the f ish interested. During which 
tidal condition will they feed best 
on lu res  ret r ieved shal low vs. 
deep, slow vs. fast , and steady 
vs.  er rat ic? There a re no hard 
and fast rules here – you’ll have 
to alter your technique with ev-
ery change in the bite, until you 
f igure out what’s working best at 
the moment. And, of course, as 
soon as you have it f igured out, 
it’ll change.

 Ho t  l u r e  c o lo r s  w i l l  a l s o 
change, usually as water color and 
turbidity or light-levels change. 
The old “if it ain’t chartreuse it 
ain’t no use” rule has some value 
with specs, but not as much as it 
does with stripers (which you’ll 
usually catch in abundance, by 

the way, while casting for specs). 
Along with chartreuse, day-glow 
white, yellow, and (in brownish 
wate r)  root-bee r  a re  a l l  good 
choices.  Now, for the oddbal l: 
some days, bubble-gum pink is 
an absolute killer on specs—don’t 
stake your reputation on the pin-
kie and if it isn’t working ditch it, 
but never leave the dock without 
a bag of ‘em onboard.

 Fou r  o r  f ive  i nch  pla s t ic s 
are usually the best jig choice, 
r igged to a ¼ to ¾ ounce head. 
As a general rule of thumb, use 
the lightest head possible which 
st i l l  al lows you to t ick against 
bot tom in the cur rent. In many 
of the shallower areas, especially 
where a strong current creates a 
rip on a point, lighter is better to 
keep from snagging bottom. But 
when f ishing holes and channels, 
you’l l  want  enough weight  to 
probe deeper.

THE WHERE

 If the spring bite was any in-
dication (and it usually is) you’ll 
f ind these f ish f rom the nor th-
ernmost reaches of the Tangier 
(such as the Honga River), to the 

southernmost outer islands (like 
Tangier  Island).  Hotspots  wil l 
i nclude c reek mouths ,  point s , 
holes, and channel edges. The key 
to f inding the best spots usually 
is a matter of probing one after 
another, until you f ind the ones 
that produce. Approach all con-
tenders slowly and quietly—loud 
t a l k ing,  rev v ing eng ines ,  and 
slamming hatches can shut down 
the bite like turning off a switch. 
Anywhere the current hits land, 
or an underwater hump or drop 
and forms a visible rip, should be 
considered a prime possibility.

 As you work your way away 
from and then later back to the 
boat ramp or marina you depart-
ed, don’t be afraid to try a second 
time at good-looking spots that 
were unproductive earlier in the 
day. Quite often a change in the 
tide can turn a stinker into a win-
ner, and vise-versa. Here are a 
few top-quality hotspots (which 
a re  ID’d i n  my book Rudow’s 
Guide to Fishing the Chesapeake, 
by the way) to get you star ted:

HOTSPOT #1 – The Cut be-

Don Travis’s
TRAVIS TAXIDERMY

Exceeding Your Expectations for 38 Years

Visit Our Showroom

AWARD 
WINNING 
MOUNTS

Don@travistaxidermy.com

410-778-4107
www.TravisTaxidermy.com

24153 Chestertown Road
Chestertown, MD

QUALITY YOU 
CAN TRUST!
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Mike Travis guided this father and son duo, John Kirlin II, and “Johnny” 
Kirlin III this past spring at Cherry Blossom Farms. 
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An acoustic evening 
with singer Sammy 

Kershaw 
At Sailwinds Park  

Cambridge, MD 
    
 

With	
  local	
  singer/songwriter	
  	
  
Eric Karge 

 
    

Brought	
  to	
  you	
  by:	
  
SKM	
  Productions	
  

Greensboro,	
  MD 
 
 
 

Sammy’s hits include his #1 

Hit She Don’t Know She’s 
Beautiful  

Plus his top tens like  

*Queen of My Double Wide 
Trailer 

* Haunted Heart 
* I Can’t Reach Her Anymore 

*Third Rate Romance 

*Meant to Be 
*Vidalia 

*Love of My Life 

 

Friday November 9, 

2012 

Doors at 7pm show at 

8pm 
 

Tickets are  
$30 to $45 

Purchase tickets at 
www.missiontix.com  

Or 
www.skmevents.com   

Or by calling 
Mike Jones 410-829-0528 
Steve Jones 410-924-7743 

SAMMY’S HITS 
include his #1 Hit 
“She Don’t Know 
She’s Beautiful”

Plus his top tens like
• Queen of My Double Wide Trailer

• Haunted Heart
• I Can’t Reach Her Anymore

• Meant to Be • Vidalia
• Love of My Life

Friday November 9, 2012
Doors open at 7pm

Show at 8pm
Tickets are $30 to $45

Purchase Tickets at www.missiontix.com 
or www.skmevents.com or by calling 

Mike Jones 410-829-0528

An Acoustic Evening with 
singer Sammy Kershaw 

at Sailwinds Park 
Cambridge, MD

With local singer / songwriter
ERIC KARGE

Brought to YOU By 
SKM Productions
Greensboro, MD.
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First choice of Eastern 
Shore anglers and hunters!

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 • e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com 
In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest Full-Service
Sporting Goods Store

FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS • 

FROzEN bAIT • ACCESSORIES • CRAbbING SuPPLIES

Come shoot the 
The 2012 Matthews 
Helim: 20 Years in 

the Making

Crabbing Supplies 
Still In Stock!

Full Line of Dove & 
Goose Supplies in Stock!

Get Your Fall Fishing Tackle Here!
Bait - Nightcrawlers, 

Bloodworms, Razor Clams, 
Frozen bait!

Drake and Under Armour 
clothing now in Stock!

All types of Trail Camera’s and 
Deer Feeders in Stock!

Continued from Page 3

Rudow …

h ind Wroten Island ,  i n  the  Honga R iver. 
Historically, this is one of the most reliable 
hotspots for specs in the entire region. I have 
to admit that this spring I had less success 
here than past years would suggest, but my 
best guess is that it was related more to the 
stages of the tide than a decrease in f ish. Fo-
cus your efforts on the points at the eastern 
end of the cut, and at the visible rip that forms 
along the north side, about 75 yards in from 
those points. Note: when f ishing the hole at 
the point on the south-east side, make sure 
you spend a good bit of time bouncing your 
jigs right on bottom—plenty of f lounder lurk 
in there, on a regular basis.

HOTSPOT #2 – Sandy Point, in the Big 
Annemessex. The drop-off on the south-west 
side of this point is usually a good one for 
specs, though more for numbers than for size. 
Don’t be afraid to push up shallow, and cast 
near the grass banks on a f lood tide. It’s only 
a foot or two deep in there but on a strong 
incoming, that won’t deter the specs one bit. 
Af ter you f inish cast ing here, on the very 
beginning of an ebb tide (so there’s still high 
water but the creeks are draining) creep up 
to the mouths of the numerous near-by creeks 
cutting into the marsh, and cast into them. The 
size of the f ish that sometimes prowl around 
in those tiny creeks is amazing. (Note – you’ll 
need a shallow-draft boat to get up to many of 
these spots, even with high water).

HOTSPOT #3  – Spr ing Island, between 
Bloodsworth and South Marsh. This tiny little 
island, for whatever reason, often holds gobs 
of f ish. Hit this spot f i rst and hit it  early, 
because it is a “known” hotspot and lots of 
people f ish here. Pay particular attention to 
the rip that forms along the south-west side 
on an incoming; even if you don’t encounter 
specs here (and you usually will!) you’ll com-
monly run into hordes of stripers.

Twin specs for twin brothers, caught during 
a flurry of activity in the northern Tangier this 
spring. Note the pink jig, which was the hot ticket 
that day.

This White Marlin 
spit the hook on the 
way into the boat nearly 
hooking the wireman 
in the head off of Ocean 
City, MD.
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“Tackle Box Tim”

ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

Newly 
Renovated

Showroom and 
Ranges

Now Open.
Check Us Out!

FIREARMS for Home Protection, Target Shooting & 
Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

High Capacity Magazines are Back!

FREE
Handgun Safety
Course & 1 Hour

of Range Time
with each Purchase.

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00 / Family $250.00 1st year, Renewal $225.00

Active Duty Military $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00
Law Enforcement $150.00 1st year, Renewal $125.00

3D Bleeding Zombie 
Targets in stock now!

Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381 See Sherman Page 7

Over the past few years I have 
caught more largemouth bass on 
soft plastic baits than hard bodied 
lures. Admittedly, I love catching 
bass on crankbaits, spinnerbaits, 
poppers, and buzzbaits. Yet hav-
ing had time to fish the soft stuff 
and actually catch bass with it, 
my confidence has grown. There 
are times when bass won’t show 
interest in the power fishing baits. 
This is when subtle presentations 
with soft baits shines. 

Gary Yamamoto set the bass 
fishing world afire several years 
back when he introduced his pen-
shaped Senko stick worm. Seem-
ingly every soft lure manufacturer 
has come out with a similar product 
since then. No other lure catches 
more fish with less action then a 

stick worm. A stick worm is typi-
cally rigged Texas style or wacky 
style. The premise is that you cast 
it out and let it shimmy down to 
the bottom. Lift the lure off the 
bottom and let it seductively fall 
again. Sounds easy, and it is; but 
it take patience to learn. You get 
two types of strikes with a stick 
worm. A bass will either hammer 
the lure with the might of Thor, or 
you’ll simply feel weight at the end 
of the line when you lift the rod tip. 

A stick worm is most often used 
as a finesse lure. Its slow fall en-
tices bass in a neutral or negative 
mood into striking. A Texas rigged 
stick falls f lat and quivers as it 
drops through the water column. 
A wacky rigged worm shimmies 
down with both ends pointed up-
ward. The lure is most effective 
when cast to obvious bass cover. 
Pier pilings, fallen wood, and sub-
merged rocks all make good bass 
holding targets. 

While a stick worm is thought 
of as a finesse bait, many anglers 
don’t use it to its full potential. In 
mid-May I partnered with Penn-

sylvania pro Randy Yarnall in the 
Marines Helping Marines bass 
tournament. Randy shouldered a 
heavy load from an inept partner 
who couldn’t get a bite. He caught 
all 16-plus pounds of bass on a 
5-inch Senko -- but he did it dif-
ferently. 

Randy used the Senko as a 
power fishing tool. Because the 
Susquehanna Flats receives an 
extraordinary amount of fishing 
pressure from tournaments, Randy 
knows that bass become weary at 
the sight of a boat or its shadow. 
He made long distance casts to 
clumps of milfoil and let the bait 
sink next to it. Much like pitching 
and f lipping presentations, he gave 
the potential bass one opportunity 
to take the bait. If no bite was had 
within a few seconds, he’d wind it 

all the way back to the boat and 
fire it off to the next cluster of 
grass. He repeated this presenta-
tion the entire day. I tried other 
lures along with his tactic, but this 
is something he has mastered for 
springtime bass.

When summer rol ls a round 
and underwater vegetation grows 
thick, Randy does not put down 
the Senko. When bass are unwill-
ing to strike a plastic frog hopped 
across the mats, Randy f lings the 
stick worm and drags it across the 
weeds. He uses a dab of super glue 
to secure the leading edge of the 
worm so it doesn’t wad up on the 
hook as it is pulled. 

Plenty of strikes occur as it slides 
into a hole; yet there are many 
other instances when a bass will 
explode through the grass to grab 

By Tim Sherman

Shimmy and Shake for Bass

“Tackle Box” Tim shows a chunky bass taht he caught by pitching a
shaky head crawfish lure to a pier piling.
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Continued from Page 6

Sherman …
the worm on top of the weeds like 
it would a frog.

Shaky head fishing came into 
its own in the middle of the last 
decade. The concept is to rig a 
worm weedless on a jig head. Such 
have evolved over the years where 
a jig head will incorporate a spike 
or small cork screw to help secure 
the head of the worm. I prefer the 
spike, as the cork screw degrades 
the head of the worm after the 
first rigging. I also use a drop of 
super glue on the spike to secure 
the worm. Most shaky head jigs 
are 1/16 to 1/4-ounce. Some weigh 
3/8-ounce for anglers who fish 
the lure deep. The worm/jig head 
combo presents the lure in more of 
a vertical presentation than Texas 

rigging.
 Poll shaky head advocates and 

you will f ind that  most prefer a 
straight tail worm. Most are in the 
4 to 6-inch range. I prefer the Zoom 
Trick Worm. The 4-inch worm is 
mostly reserved for when bass are 
in a really finicky mood. The lure 
came into vogue by casting it out to 
open water structure, f ishing it in 
place and merely shaking it. Much 
like the stick worm, the shaky head 
can be cast to lay downs, dock pil-
ings, etc. with the shake-in-place 
application.

Like many lures the shaky head 
has found other uses. Fishermen 
have learned that other plastics 
can be fished on a shaky jig. Most 
prefer using crawfish imitators or 
small creature baits. I like using 
skinny bodied craws like the Luck 
“E” Strike Guido Bug and Gene 
Larew Salt Craw. 

In as much as lures other than 

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

Chesapeake Bay Fishing Aboard 
Karen Ray II

Captain Curtis Johns and his mate, son Curt will take you out on their 
50-foot "Karen Ray II," on a memorable, private fishing charter. 

Trophy rockfish, rockfish, blues, flounder, croaker spot. Whatever fish 
are in season, you and your party will have a great day out on the Bay.

Small or large parties - 6-49 Passengers 
Crisfield, MD.

Captain Curtis Johns
(410) 623-2310

www.facebook.com/chesapeakefishing

worms are being used, the shaky 
head isn’t just for f inesse fishing. 
Many anglers use a shaky head 
as a downsized pitching lure. The 
prototypical pitch bait is a jig and 
pig or bulky Texas rigged crea-
ture lure. Bass in an off mood are 
mostly put off by these lures as 
they plummet to the bottom. Yet, 
this can be the perfect time to pitch 
a slow sinking shaky head in the 
same places. 

The profile of a worm or craw is 
much less intrusive, and the slow 
fall gives a bass a chance to make 
up its mind. But, like pitching the 
big baits, a bass gets one shot to 

strike. Let the shaky head hit bot-
tom, shaky it once or twice, then 
pitch it to the next target if a bass 
doesn’t strike. In the last two years 
I have caught more bass pitching 
shaky heads that I have with a jig.

It’s taken me a while to get the 
knack for fishing with soft plas-
tic lures. With every bass caught, 
more confidence grows. Learn how 
to shimmy and shake with a stick 
worm and shaky head. The lures 
were designed with finesse fishing 
in mind. However, so many more 
bites can be had with the shimmy 
and shake if you fish them with 
other presentations. 

Billy Ho is at again with this Smallmouth Bass weighing in at 5lbs. with 
a length of 23 inches.  Photo Courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop.

U-CUT SWITCH GRASS

Sold by the Pickup Load
call 410-279-2744
Conveniently located on Rt. 213 

between Church Hill and Chestertown
Hambleton Creek Farms
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“hunting passion”

The buzzing of mosquitoes filled 
my ears as my eyes strained into the 
dark woods. To the east, the pastel 
sky signaled morning’s approach. 
My anticipation mounted as another 
hunting season was at hand.

Shortly before daylight, I had 
struggled to climb the large and 
twisted oak that held my stand. Per-
spiration dripped from my brow by 
the time I settled in.

After attaching my safety harness, 
my first priority was to douse myself 
with scent eliminator. I spayed extra 
amounts to my hair and skin. Before 
settling in, I reached out to the over 
hanging cedar branches next to my 
stand. Knowing the cedar aroma 
would further mask my scent; I vig-
orously rubbed the boughs on my 
clothing.

Dealing with the heat
Early autumn bow seasons often 

present hunters with uncomfortable 
warm weather. Not only is it harder to 
mask human scent, but hunters must 
also devise strategies to deal with 
heat and its impact on deer behavior. 
The warmer it gets, the more sluggish 
whitetails become. In fact, deer often 
become nocturnal to escape extreme 
daytime heat.

Hunters must take several factors 
into consideration during warm-
weather hunts, and they must change 
their tactics accordingly. For instance, 
in the hunt I described above, I chose 
the oak tree next to a cedar tree for 
my stand because deer seek cool, 

comfortable areas 
during unbearable heat. The tree 
was in a small valley beneath hilly 
country. A creek twisted through the 
valleys center and provided the deer 
a cool drinking hole. Massive oaks 
that lined the creek’s edge provided 
shade. I hoped the cooler environment 
would be irresistible to deer as the 
temperature rose.

Pre-season scouting had revealed 
several deer beds nearby. I had also 
found dark green deer droppings near 
my chosen stand site. This led me to 
believe the deer were feeding heavily 
on honeysuckle. My assumption was 
correct. I found a large honeysuckle 
patch bordering a nearby cow pasture. 
With this information, I concluded 
deer would travel from pasture to 
bedding area.

The assumptions were confirmed 
when I heard distant rustling in dry 
leaves. The rustling grew louder, 
and I could tell several deer were 
approaching. Slowly, I attached the 
release to my bow and turned my 
head. Excitement mounted as I peered 
through the oak limbs. Silhouettes of 
walking deer slowly came into view.

Despite the heat, my scent reducing 
efforts worked. Several small bucks 
wandered into the clearing in front 
of me. Within a few minutes, the 
tension again mounted as I heard a 
deer approaching from the opposite 
direction. A wide antlered buck ap-
peared, and began browsing his way 
toward my stand. When he stopped 
within range, I drew the bow, aimed 
a released. I watched my fluorescent 
green nock disappear behind my 20-
yard pin. The shot was perfect. He 
high-jumped, trotted about 20 more 
yards and fell over without a kick.

The noise and commotion startled 
the other small bucks but they never 

caught a whiff of human odor.
Scent reducing tactics
Successful hunting in warm weath-

er requires hunters to be extremely 
conscious of human odors for two 
reasons: Warm weather enhances a 
deer’s sense of smell and, obviously, 
hunters perspire more when walking 
to and from their stands.

High humidity, which often comes 
with warm weather allows scent mol-
ecules to disperse farther and more 
quickly than in cold weather. These 
molecules also linger at ground level.

My hunting buddy Brian learned 
this lesson the hard way last season. 
The air was warm and humid as Brian 
and I walked in darkness to our tree 
stands. We moved slowly to minimize 
the squeaking of my rubber boots in 
the wet grassy ground. Brian and I 
laughed as we walked knowing that 
if a deer was within a half-mile; it 
would hear us and ruin our chances 
for the morning. As we walked Brian 
praised the stealthness and comfort of 

his leather boots. We soon separated 
and settled into our tree stands.

The morning was about an hour old 
when I noticed three bucks walking 
across the pasture. Golden sunlight 
reflected of off their very large antlers 
as they traveled towards Brian’s tree 
stand. I focused my binoculars and 
watched. The leader sported a wide 
10-point rack with a lot of junk stick-
ing out from the bases and the other 
two were very respectable 8-point 
twins. Through my binoculars I 
watched Brian sitting in his stand. I 
could see him readying his bow for 
a shot. However, the group stopped 
60 yards from his stand, and the lead 
buck lowered his head.

I could sense the increasing tension 

in my partner as the buck continued 
inspecting the 10-inch tall grass. 
Soon, the noses of the other deer were 
also scanning the ground. I knew the 
deer were smelling the trail Brian 
took to get to his stand. Moments 
later, the lead buck jerking up his 
head, stretched his ears forward, and 
glared in Brian’s direction.

The bucks posed side by side by 
side, suddenly raised their tails and 
turned. Within seconds, all three 
bucks had bounded into the distance. 
With each bounce came a snort.

When we met in the pasture a short 
time later, Brian didn’t have to say a 
word to describe his disappointment. 
His expression told me he had learned 
his lesson. Never again would he wear 
scent absorbing leather boots.

Warm weather magnets
I focus my hunting efforts in the 

late afternoon and early morning 
during early season. These hours are 
the coolest periods of the day, causing 
deer to be more active.

Hunting near food and water 
sources is especially effective during 
warm weather. To take advantage of 
these deer magnets hunters should put 
extra hours of scouting to determine 
the areas top attractions. To escape 
midday heat deer bed in cool shaded 
areas. The banks of creeks, rivers, 
large ponds and drainage ditches 
make ideal morning stand sites as 
deer return to daytime bedding ar-
eas. In the evening hours, whitetails 
venture from their beds to replenish 
their food and water needs. For these 
hunts keep watering sites in mind, but 
also check the intersection of a ditch 
and a succulent stand of corn.

Mature whitetails have numer-
ous bedding sites within their home 
range. Hunters who hourly scout 
these sites will dramatically increase 
their chances because they’ll know 
the routes to and from the beds. In 
addition, hunters should prepare alter-
native stand sites based on changing 
wind direction.

Conclusion
Warm-weather conditions can 

present one of the biggest challenges 
for whitetail deer hunters. However, 

See Monteleone Page 9

5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A
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By Mike Monteleone

Hunting the Heat

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704
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www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike 
Thompson
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New Bow for this Year is 
Carbon Element and the Vector 32 

Rebate of $50.00 on 
Rampage and Rampage XT 

until October 1st.

Maryland Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Black Powder Guns & Supplies

Large Selection of Deer Calls & Deer Lure
Local Info / Bow Accessories

Shotgun Shells / Parker Crossbows
Tree Stands & Blinds / Range Finders

Binoculars / Scouting Cameras

BOW TUNING
Also Custom Strings & Arrows

ARCHERY LEAGUES • 410-928-3871
Hours: Tuesday–Friday 10–7; Saturday & Sunday 10–5; 

Closed Monday - www.cypresscreekarchery.com

AND MUCH MORE - STOP IN!

Get your Bow 
Ready for 

September now!

hunters can enjoy early-season suc-
cess by paying close attention to 
details:

1. Log more low impact scout-
ing hours to learn deer behavioral 
patterns.

2. Reduce human odors as much 
as possible. Immediately before 
your hunt, wash in a scent free, odor 
eliminating soap and dry off with 
a towel washed in scent free deter-
gent. All clothes should be washed 
in a scent free detergent and hung 
outside to dry. Drying clothes in a 
clothes dryer burns contaminants 
into the fibers of your hunting gear. 
Only an activated carbon suit should 
be placed in a dryer. Transport your 
hunting clothes in sealed bag and 
change into them once you arrive 
at your hunting location. Spray all 
your hunting clothes, packs, boots 
and bow before you enter the woods. 

3. Hunt food and water sources. 
The best stand location is usually 
within 200-250 yards from the bed-
ding areas but in between water and 
food.

If you develop a game plan based 
on those three factors, the action 
around your stand can be as hot as 
“Hunting in the Heat”.

Continued from Page 8
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Where the Hunt Never Ends
FOUR STAR 

RATED RANGE

Rated by The National Shooting Sports Foundation
Pro Shop Mathews, Mission Bows, Elite and G5 • Equipment Rentals

A+
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George E. Bennett, Owner
3021 Churchville Road (Rt. 22) • 

Churchville, MD 21028

410-734-9554 

www.deercreekarchery.com

Crossbow Range 
Now Open!

Check out our video on line!

Hall’s 
Taxidermy

Ronnie 
Hall

Mobile 
443-510-0792

Phone
410-798-9390

3345 Oak Drive
Edgewater, MD

riva32@juno.com

September Teal season dates announced for Maryland
Annapolis, Md. ─  The State’s September teal hunt-

ing season will run from September 17 through 29. The 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has 
established a four teal daily bag limit (blue-winged, green-
winged or combined) with hunting open in select counties 
and areas.

“The teal season provides a unique opportunity for hunt-
ers to pursue this early migrating game bird as they pass 
through the State before the regular duck season opens,” 
said DNR Waterfowl Project Leader Larry Hindman. 

The special teal season will be held only in the following 
areas: Calvert, Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Harford, Kent, 
Queen Anne's, St. Mary's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico 
and Worcester counties; and part of Anne Arundel (east of 
Interstate 895, Interstate 97 and Route 3), Prince George’s 
(east of Route 3 and Route 301) and Charles (east of Route 
301 to the Virginia line) counties.

September teal seasons are offered to states that derive 
more than 80 percent of their annual teal harvest from the 
prairie pothole region of the north central U.S. and southern 
Canada. During the 2012 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Breeding Waterfowl and Habitat Survey, about 9.2 million 
blue-winged teal were recorded; green-winged teal were at 
3.5 million, 20 percent higher than last spring.

Only teal may be taken during this waterfowl season. 
Shooting hours are from sunrise to sunset to avoid the 
period when other waterfowl, particularly wood ducks, 
are most active. 

All migratory game bird hunters, including landown-
ers who are license-exempt, are required to purchase 
the Maryland Migratory Game Bird Stamp/HIP Permit. 
All waterfowl hunters ages 16 and over must possess the 
Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp 
(federal duck stamp). Hunting licenses and stamps may be 

purchased online through https://compass.dnr.maryland.
gov/dnrcompassportal or by phone at 1-800-918-2870. 
These services complement the hundreds of retail vendors 
currently selling licenses, permits and stamps. 
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Greenhead, Bigfoot, 
higdon, and dSd

Black Cloud, Heavy Metal, 
Winchester and Kent

By Andy Aughenbaugh

First Bow Hunt of 
the Season

“On The Scene”

Robby’s backyard resembled a zoo.  A 
whitetail buck stood under the oak tree 
at the left back property corner.  An Elk 
stood proud in the center of the yard.  Two 
black wild pigs roamed along the chain-
link fence along the right side of the yard.  
A cougar watched it all from his position 
next to the Elk.

Bobby pulled into Robby’s driveway 
in his yellow Maryland State Highway 
van. He had spent most of his day driving 
around the upper part of the county taking 
inventory of road signs needing repair.  
Robby stood on his deck.  Sweat ran down 
his cold beer sitting on the picnic table and 
down his forehead into his eyes.

“Hey, I’m back here.  Grab two beers 
from the fridge on your way.” Robby yelled 
in response to the knock on the front door.

Bobby walked through the front door 
into the bachelor’s home.  You could 
always tell what season was coming by 
the stuff lying around the house.  Robby 
enjoyed his toys.  Organized in sorts, he 
kept his fishing and hunting tools, as he 

called them, in tubs 
mark well marked on 

shelves in the garage.  As one season 
ended he stored his tools away and pulled 
the required stuff for the next upcoming 
season.  To the onlooker, the inside of the 
house may have appeared to be a mess of 
gear tossed about, but to Robby, it was a 
method of preparation and he knew where 
every item laid.

Bobby walked past the fletching jig 
and arrows in various stages of reconstruc-
tion on the kitchen table.  He opened the 
refrigerator that resembled more of one 
belonging to a college frat house than a 
middle aged man.  Bobby pushed the pizza 
box aside and grabbed two beers.

Robby stood on the deck at full draw, 
sighting the elk when Bobby swung the 
screen door open.  “Don’t miss,” Bobby 
chuckled, popping open his beer.  Robby 
never flinched.  His arrow nailed the elk 
in the ten ring.

“You were always better shooting foam 
than real targets,”  Bobby said.

“Where’s your bow, robinhood?”  
Robby asked, reaching for his beer and 
taking a long draw.

“Its’ in the truck.”
“Well go get it.”
“I will, but I’ve got some good news 

first.  While out on my monthly run check-

ing signs, I was glassing three really good 
bucks in that new neighborhood off Jenny 
Drive, when this woman walked by with 
her dog.  We started to talk and when we 
were done talking, she had given me per-
mission to hunt in her backyard.  She lives 
in one of those new houses that backs up 
to the county park.  She said the deer come 
into her yard every night and the deer are 
eating her flowers and bushes.”

“Robby responded to his buddy’s news, 
“I thought we were going to hit the moun-
tains again this year like we always do for 
the opening week of bow season?”

“You should have seen the size of those 
bucks, dude.  Fish in a barrel, backyard 
hunting.”  Bobby said, after a draw of his 
beer.

“Just get you bow,” Robby responded.
The two spent that evening and two or 

three nights a week over the next month 
shooting at the foam targets grazing in 
Robby’s yard.  Between arrows, they dis-
cussed the September opener. 

One afternoon, Bobby introduced 
Robby to the woman whom he had met, al-
lowing them to hunt her backyard.  She and 
Robby had gone to high school together 
and they spent an hour remembering old 
times.  Bobby wandered off and scouted 
the new hunting grounds.

The back of the three acre lot ran along 
the boundary of the county park.  The 
developer had left four large oak trees 
standing in her yard.  Bobby had chosen 
the two closest to the property line for their 
stands.  He had the second ladder stand 
almost set before Robby and Sue finally 
walked down to check on him.  “How’s it 
going partner?”  Robby asked.

“Just fine, Romeo.”  Bobby said as he 
looked down from the elevated platform 
tightening the last of the straps.  Sue and 
Robby looked at each other and giggled 
like school kids.

The week before the season opened 
Robby scouted the three acres every 
evening.  After work he would drive by 
the house and visit with Sue.  They would 
walk the dog together and sit on the deck 
with binoculars watching the deer wander 
from the woods into the yard.  

Bobby rode Robby hard for not sporting 

his annual whiskers.  Instead of grow-
ing his hunting beard which he proudly 
explained made him a better hunter as his 
face did not reflect the sun scaring the deer 
and ducks of the season.  He had even gone 
so far to shave almost daily instead of the 
normally weekly Sunday chore.

The day before opening day Bobby 
stopped by Robby’s house for one last prac-
tice session.  The summer heat remained 
on the mid-September evening. “It’s going 
to be a hot one tomorrow.”  Bobby said.

“Yep,” Robby replied.  “It will be weird 
going to work tomorrow, even if only for 
half a day.  I can’t remember the last time 
I worked on opening day.”

“Yea, me too.  But no use hunting her 
yard in the morning.  The deer don’t come 
out ‘till the evening.”  Bobby replied, land-
ing an arrow in the eight ring of the buck 
standing 45 yards away under the oak tree.

Robby was standing in the driveway 
talking to Sue when Bobby pulled up in 
his Yellow work van.  Robby’s old Chevy 
hunting truck dripped oil on the driveway.  
Bobby wasn’t surprised to see the old truck 
there.  Even if they were hunting in the 
suburbs, he knew Robby had to drive the 
truck.  It just wasn’t a hunt any other way.

“Let the games begin,” Bobby pro-
claimed, as he walked up to Sue and Robby 
talking.  Robby replied, “Yep, let the games 
begin, another season is upon us.  Shall the 
hunting Gods bless us with another season 
full of dead animals.”

Sue’s puzzled look at the two middle 
aged boys, made Robby and Bobby laugh.  
She left them to their hunt and went inside 
the house.

“The big eight point should be out about 
a half hour before dark and the monster 
I’ve been seeing may not come out till the 
edge of shooting light,” Robby explained to 
Bobby.  “Now there are two groups of does 
that will come out early and a few young 
bucks that will follow, don’t get antsy and 
shoot one of them, wait for the big boys.”

“Hey, it is the first day of the season 
and my trigger finger is twitching, I need 
to shoot something.”  Bobby proclaimed.

“Dude, plenty of time for that, wait it 

See Aughenbaugh Page 11
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out tonight.”
“Sure.”
The two wished each other luck and 

walked the across the yard to their stands.  
The freshly mowed lawn was a far cry 
from the greenbrier patches they were 
accustomed to trudging through on way 
to their stands.

As he walked across the manicured 
lawn, Bobby was beginning to wonder 
if this suburban hunting was his kind of 
thing.

 Robby waved to Sue from his perch 
in her backyard.  She stood in the kitchen 
window watching and waved back.   She 
had plans to feed him dinner after the hunt.

Bobby looked over his hunting grounds.  
He knew about the large bucks, but started 
to re-think their decision not to go to the 
mountains.  Two lawns down the street, 
a crew of three mowed the lawn and 
freshened the landscape.  Out in the street 
he could hear kids playing.  He watched 
Robby wave to Sue and chuckled.

Just as Robby had predicted early in 
the evening a series of does paraded out 
into the yard and began feeding on acorns 
under Bobby’s stand.   Bobby wanted to 
shoot, but he could feel the stare of Robby.  
He would have to wait.

The sun came to a rest in the west.  The 
air cooled, if only slightly.  Bobby watched 
as Robby reached for his bow and stood 
up on his platform.  Bobby could not see 
what Robby could.  Intently he watched 
the event unfold.

A large buck Robby had never seen 
before stood at the edge of the woods 
scanning the area.  For a full five minutes 
the buck did not move.  He stood motion-
less.  Robby held his bow in hand ready 
to draw.  His arms and legs twitched 
with excitement.  The buck was of every 
hunter’s dream.  The long brow tines would 
measure at least 11 inches.  The main 
beams swept wide of his ears by several 
inches.  Robby talked himself into believ-
ing the buck before him was of Boone and 
Crockett caliper.  Bobby could not see the 
buck, but he kept an eye on Robby and he 
himself searched for a deer to shoot.

Finally with only a few minutes of 
shooting light remaining, the buck of 
dreams took those last few steps into the 
yard.  Bobby could not believe what he was 

seeing.  He watched as the buck stopped 
twenty five yards from Robby and turned 
to look toward the does feeding under his 
tree.

Robby drew his bow.  He settled the 
sight pin on the buck’s heart.  His finger 
tightened on the release trigger.  Robby 
was about to shoot the buck all hunter’s 
dreamed about.  Bobby was going to 
watch it happen.  Sue stood in the window 
watching.  The arrow left his bow.  Right at 
the buck’s front feet the arrow harmlessly 
stuck in the ground.

The buck jumped straight up in the 
air, came down in a full run covering the 
fifty yards towards Bobby’s stand in an 
instant.  There he stood attempting to as-
sess the situation.   There he stood ten yards 
away under Bobby.  Robby slowly tried 
to remove another arrow from his quiver.  
Bobby above the deer, stood and drew his 
bow.  Acting on auto pilot, rested the sight 
pin on the deer and released his arrow.  The 
crimson covered arrow laid on the ground.  
The buck again burst away for a few feet 
then stood still.

Robby, Sue and Bobby watched as the 
buck began to sway back and forth, falling 
to the ground giving one last kick then ly-
ing motionless.

“You shot my buck!” Robby yelled 
across the yard.

“You had your shot, buddy, and 
missed,” Bobby yelled back.  Bobby 
didn’t even bother to lower his bow to the 
ground using the rope.  He just tossed it 
to the ground and flew down the ladder, 
rushing over to put his hands on the biggest 
buck either of them had ever seen.

Robby walked over his buddy and the 
buck.  “That sure is a monster,” he said.  
“Don’t know how I missed such an easy 
shot?”

“Buck fever, I guess, Bobby replied, 
“I always said you shoot foam better than 
live targets.”

“It was cool to watch you shoot him 
though,” Robby said.

Sue walked out into the yard and car-
rying two beers handed them to Robby 
and Bobby as the two stood over the buck, 
staring.  “I stood in the kitchen window 
watching the whole thing, wow.”  She said.  
She stood next to Robby and put her arm 
around him.  She looked at him and gave 
him a kiss on the cheek.

Robby smiled to his hunting partner, 
“You may have just shot a buck of a life-
time dude, but I got the girl.”

Continued from Page 10
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Angler James R. Stewart holds the state record tiger muskie he caught 
on July 26 in the Brandywine River.

Newark man catches state record tiger muskie
Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife Fisheries biologists have confirmed 

that a 16-pound, 4-ounce tiger muskie caught on July 26 set a new state record 
for the species.

Recreational angler James R. Stewart of Newark caught the fish in the Bran-
dywine River about a mile upstream from the Christina River. He used 6-pound 
test line to reel in the record fish, which was attracted to an artificial minnow 
baited beneath a bobber. Stewart plans to have the fish mounted.

The record catch was initially confirmed by Fish and Wildlife Enforcement 
agent Sr. Cpl. Jeff Howell, who responded to a report of a potential state record 
at Eastern Marine in Newark. Certified scales at Eastern Marine were used to 
weigh the tiger muskie.

Stewart’s record-sized catch tops the previous record, a 15-pound, 2-ounce 
tiger muskie caught by angler Richard Harris in 1991. The new record holder 
will be entered in the books for the 2012 Delaware Sport Fishing Tournament.

Tiger muskies are the sterile hybrid of muskellunge (muskie) and northern 
pike. This hybrid does occur naturally. However, the record-holder was most 
likely one of the hatchery-produced fish stocked by the State of Pennsylvania in 
the upper Brandywine River. Due to hybrid vigor, tiger muskies grow rapidly 
and thrive in warm water.

For more information on the Delaware Sport Fishing Tournament, please 
consult the 2012 Delaware Fishing Guide, available at your local tackle shop or 
license dealer, or online at www.fw.delaware.gov/fisheries, or call the Fisheries 
Section at 302-739-9914.

Dameron, Maryland
(240) 925-9154 or (410) 610-3311
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There are not many places on 
planet Earth where an angler can 
go to a freshwater fishing destina-
tion and have a reasonable shot at 
catching a thirty pound fish, and 
maybe several, of any species. For 

those who don’t mind a littl bit of 
wrk and slime, the currewnt state 
of the tidal Potomac River blue cat-
fish fishery offers one of the best 
‘big-fish’ opportunities in the East. 
The Potomac is an amazing fishery 
for many species, but for those cat-
fish fanatics who like ‘em big, this 
waterway remains under the radar 
as one of the top destinations in the 

nation for burly blue cats. 
I have been doing the blue cat 

gig off and on since 2007, and 
found that  it  was an amazing, 
overlooked and underfished option 
for Mid-Atlantic anglers. Where 
as  Vi rg in ia’s  James R iver  has 
been the epicenter of East Coast 
cat f isher ies, the Potomac has, 
for some reason, lagged behind 
in popularity for the big catters. I 
don’t know whether it is that the 
James has small, working-class 
towns in and around it as opposed 
to  t he  Potomac  be i ng  nex t  to 
white-collar professionals of the 
nations capitol or not. The tidal 
Potomac is st i l l  one of the top 
largemouth bass f isheries in the 
nation and gathers that group of 
anglers year ‘round. But the truth 
is, big fish are there to be had, all 
year long.

Ev id e n c e  t o  t h i s  o ngo i ng /
emerging f isher y is the recent 
state-record 80 pound, 12 ounce 
blue cat caught back in Febru-
ary of 2012 by Shawn Wetzel, of 
Ortanna, Pennsylvania. Over the 
past 18 months, several other 70 
to 75 pound fish have been at least 
photo-documented and released by 
anglers in quest of the giant cats. 
Twenty to forty pound cats are by 
no means rare, and most anglers 
who have spent some time on the 
r iver have PR’s that are in the 
50-pound range. My personal best 
from the Potomac is a 42-pounder 
and my son, Matthew, wrestled a 
50-pounder from the Fort Wash-
ington area of the main river…a 
noted ‘big fish’ location.

I recently joined my good friend 
and angling buddy Patrick Korn 
for a revisit on the Potomac blues. 
He had been catching lots of small-
er, 5 to 10-pound cats on his past 
several trips. I think small baits 
and lighter gear may have been a 
reason to attract the kit ties. We 
hit the river at Marshall Hall ramp 
and motored up to the mouth of 
Piscataway Creek and set up on 
the channel edges near green cans 
77 and 79. Everywhere we went 
we got some cats, but nothing over 
10-12 pounds. With 40-50 pound 
baitcasting gear and 8 ounces of 
weight, such fish seemed relatively 
small. About 8 am one of our rods 
loaded up and pegged down to the 
waters edge. Patrick wrestled the 
rod out of the holder and proceeded 
with a long and cautious fight on 
30- pound braid. Several minutes 
later, I dipped a nice 27 pounder 
and Patrick let out a war-whoop…
it was his new PR!

Although a 27 pounder is a nice 
cat on the Potomac, it would raise 
few eyebrows among the big-cat 
crowd who routinely boat 30 to 
50 pounders during prime months 
of October through March. Hot 
summer times tend to see lots of 

smaller fish, and some of the lo-
cal experts do the night gig to get 
some relief from the heat. We have 
taken them up to 44 pounds in the 
stillness of the summer nights. 

 Tackle for big blues is simple, 
and most saltwater anglers may 
al ready have gear that  wil l  do 
nicely. Most prefer 6000 or 7000 
series baitcasters on f iberglass, 
7-foot rods that will handle 30 to 
50 pound monos as a mainline. 
Many catters prefer mono due to 
the stretch and forgiveness when 
big blue cats do that f inal dive 
and surge at boatside. Fishfinder 
rigs with 6 to 8 ounces of weight 
will be needed to keep baits down 
in the heavy current.  Flat, in-line 
sinkers are also used and a short, 
12 to 18 - inch, 50-pound leader, 
snelled to the hook, completes the 
Carolina-style rig. Hook sizes are 
8/0 to 10/0 Kahle or circle hooks. 
Prefered baits are cut gizzard shad 
that are netted the morning of the 
trip. Check all regulations before 
you attempt to net gizzard shad in 
the tidal Potomac and it’s tributar-
ies. As a back up bait, cut bluegills, 
crappies or white perch can catch 

the cats as well. 
Boat positioning and tidal phas-

es a re cr it ical.  Always anchor 
upcurrent from marked f ish and 
allow them to come to you. Toss 
baits out, let them settle to the bot-
tom, and tighten up on them in the 
rod-holders. You will likely get a 
lot of tentative bites from smaller 
fish. However, when the rod pegs 
over and stays down, it’s almost 
always a big boy. Hooksets will 
not be needed, but have your drag 
set so that it will take some effort 
for the fish to run. Favored struc-
tures are channel drops and edges 
and small dips or rises in the river 
bottom that can conceal cats dur-

“Fishin’ Back east”

By Jim Gronaw

CHASING POTOMAC 
BLUE CATS

TROPHY BAIT AND TACKLE
Rockfish 
Rigs and 
Bait 

410-238-3825
805 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21211

All Crabbing 
Supplies 

Live Bait
Clam Bags

Jim with a 34 pounder he caught 
and released.

See Gronaw page 13

Patrick Korn, of Keymar, MD, with a nice 27 pounder he caught on cut bait.
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Fishbones bait and tackle inc.
• Fresh
Live Bait 
ALEWIVES
SOFT CRABS
PEELERS
RAZOR CLAMS
• Crabbing Supplies
• Rods, Reels, Lures - Lure Making Supplies
• Complete Line of Marine & Boating Supplies
• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!

Eichler Charter Services
“southpaw”Sailing out 

of Kentmoor 
Marina 

Kent Island, MD 
5 minutes from 

Bay Bridge
Capt. Jeffrey Eichler
USCG Licensed 50 
ton Master Captain Booking now for Summer!

Call for More Information 
410-490-1485 or 410-827-6676
www.fishingsouthpaw.com
info@fishingsouthpaw.com

Mention 

this ad for a 

FREE 
Breakfast

ing tidal currents. We have found 
that the last 2 hours of incoming 
or outgoing tides produce well.

Recently, there has been some 
regulatory efforts made by both 

Maryland and Virginia concerning 
both the blue and f lathead catfish 
populations in the Potomac and 
all Chesapeake tributaries that in-
volve the reduction of the current 
populations. The ongoing terms 
‘non-native’ and ‘invasive’ con-
tinue to crop up in the language 
of these current concerns. Talks of 
‘total eradication’ to ‘significantly 
reduced numbers’ are also being 
batted around by governing bod-
ies of both states. Without getting 
into a whole lot of political com-
mentary, I just want to say that I 
f ind it astonishing that fisheries 
managers  a re  not  more sav v y 
in promoting large, aggressive 
gamefish like the blue cats of the 
Potomac and the James. Many of 
our most popular sportfish in the 
region are non-native, and some 
are invasive. The blue cat fishery 
on the James has brought lots of 
money into a very depressed area 
for many years th rough guide 
services and related industries. 
Although that has not followed 
suit on the Potomac, it is still one 
of the top big-f ish, f reshwater 
bites in the nation. Enjoy it while 
you can.

Continued from Page 12
Gronaw …

Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground

The Brooks family have their hands full again this summer while fishing 
aboard the Canvasback with Captain Bob Ritchie out of Rock Hall, MD.

Jim always uses caution when 
releasing these Blue Cats.

Chuck’s

 Butcher

Shop
Kline Building
Indian Head Hwy.,

Route 210
Bryans Road, MD 20616

www.chucksbutchershop.com

301-283-0743 • 301-375-8371

DEER PROCESSING 2011-2012 SEASON
Cut & Wrapped Deer - Call for Pricing

Cured & Smoked Hindquarters
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Minimum 10 pound order
JERKY

Minimum 10 pound order
Seasoned in 4 

Flavors
Soy/Garlic 
Kangaroo 

Cajun • Hot

Hot & Mild Half Smokes • Deer BBQ
Regular Sausage • Summer Sausage

Regular or Itailian Sausage Links
Bologna • BBQ & Regular Sticks

Now Offering Wild Goose Processing 10 lb. min.
Buffalo & Elk Meat Available

Deer Hind pre-sliced Honey cured and glazed, fully cooked and vacuum packed $65.00

Southern Maryland Stuffed Deer Ham $50.00 ea.
Boned, Cured, Suffed & Cooked
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JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

Caught by: William Woody on the Blew Bayou. A 72.0 lb. White Marlin, caught on 08/08/2012.

The winning White Marlin was worth $1,429,092 from Capt. Dale Britt 
website.....

Sensation Sportfishing
2012 Shepard Street
Morehead City Water-

front Saturday, August 
11, 2012

BIG COUNTRY 
BRINGS HOME 
THE BACON

Three Carteret County boys 
got a lot richer over the past five 
days......,a week and a half ago, Big 
Country called me and said that 
his pal T Harris was taking a 50 ft 
Hatteras to the Ocean City White 
Marlin Open, that he needed an-
other mate in addition to Thomas 
Bennett, and that the boat was not 
at all rigged up to fish......,Without 
hesitation, I told Country that he 
needed to fish that tournament and 
that it would be a great experience 
for him...,so the next day Country 
got aboard the Blew Bayou and 
off they went....,the second day 
they topped the leaderboard with 
a 72 pound White Marlin that held 
on to win a whopping 1.41 Mil-
lion Dollars......,the the three Cart-
eret County boys, Big Country, 
Thomas Bennett, and T Harris are 
coming home with pockets full of 
money - 

CONGRATULATIONS 
BOYS !!!! 

Good Stuff !! 

The Right Hook from 
Heathsville, VA with angler 
Norman Pulliam of Yorktown, 
VA with his winning Tuna.

The winning 
Tuna was 
worth 
$324,516

Ronnie Hall was in 1st. place aboard the Keep 
Er Wet with Captain Dave Sumpter in the Tuna 
division after day one.
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Allen hooks up with Rockaholic Charters and lands this summer time 
striper weighing in around 15 lbs. 

September - Dove Hunts Still Available through October!
Our goal is to provide the finest quality hunt for all our customers. 

Chesapeake Guide Service is committed to our clients satisfaction,  making your 
hunt as enjoyable and successful as possible, while ensuring  that 

your stay on the shore is a memorable one.
Tom Marvel - Outfitter • Galena, Maryland

Phone: 410-648-5229

Ch
arlie’sWHITETAIL 

CUSTOM CUTTING
Experienced Skinners 
Plus Trophy Mounts

PROFESSIONAL 
MEAT CUTTERS

BOLOGNA

SPECIAL CUTS

SAUSAGE 
MILD/HOT

DEER COOLED 
ON ARRIVAL

WRAPPED 
BOXED 
FROZEN

Farmers & Hunters Feeding The 
Hungry - Participating Processor

Hours Bow & Muzzleloaders Season:
Mon-Sat. 7 am - 9 pm
Sunday 8 am - Noon

Firearms Season
Mon. - Sun. 6am - 9 pm

10810 Big Stone Road Millington, MD
From Millington, turn left on Big 

Stone Rd. at Peacock Corner

410-928-5326
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www.fishfearus.com
Docked at Harbor Shack Restaurant, 

Rock Hall, Maryland
Captain Bob Ritchie III

410-708-7751 / bob@fishfearus.com

46’ Carmen
Inspected for up to 35 passengers!

Trolling & Bottom Fishing for Rockfish, 
Blues, Croaker and Mackerel

We accommodate large or small groups for 
fishing or cruising - Sunset Cruises - 

Weddings - Birthday Parties - 
Bachelor Parties - Anniversaries etc...

FISH FEAR 
US

Charters

Book Now 
For 2012

Fall
 Season!

Kiser Commercial Agency, 
an Elite Agency for McNeil & Company's AdvenSure

Insurance Program for Outdoor and Recreational risks invites 
inquiries from the following eligible business classes: KCA
• Now insuring hunting trips for travel, firearm and medical.
• Rod & Gun Clubs
• Outfitters & Guides
• Hunting Leases
• Hunting Preserves
• Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays
• Bed & Breakfasts

To learn more about 
this program, please 

contact the 
Kiser 

Commercial 
Agency…

P.O. Box 647, Riviera Beach, MD 21123
Ph.: 410.255.8100 • 800.433.5473

edkiser4463@yahoo.com
www.outdoorinsurancespecialist.com

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

“Better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than to 
speak and remove all doubt.” - Abraham Lincoln 

(paraphrase from the Bible, ‘Proverbs’ 17:28)

The Chincoteague Island Charter Association hosted "Take A Kid Fishing 
Day" on Aug 1, 2012.  Eight Captains from the Association donated their 
boats to take 25 kids fishing and then provided fish cleaning, lunch, T-Shirts, 
Combos and Tackle to further their fishing skills. They also learned about 
navigation and safety on the water from each Captain.  Local tackle shops 
Capt Bob's Marina and Capt. Steves Bait & Tackle donated several door 
prizes.  Two tackle boxes were awarded for the biggest and most fish caught. 
Other door prizes were given out by drawing names. The trips were helped 
with costs with a grant from the VA Marine Resources Commissions with 
monies from the Va Saltwater Development Fund.
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Tuckahoe Sportsman provides the highest quality outdoor sporting gear to the Eastern Shore area. 
For over 9 years, our family owned and operated shop has specialized in providing 

superior customer service to all our clients in Caroline and the surrounding counties. 
Stop by today to check out our extensive selection of hunting and fishing supplies.

IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY!

10% off all In Stock 
Beretta, Benelli & 

Browning Shotguns!
20% off Decoys - 

Avery - HC - G&H!

10% off ALL 
Archery Bows, 

Cross Bows 
& Accessories!

20% off Big Game
Ladderstands!

10% off 
Muck Boots!

4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

Tuckahoe Sportsman
“Your Outdoor Adventure Store”

Time to Gear Up & 
Get Out!

2012 PRE SEASON SALE
September 14-17th

Hurry In For Best Selection!

22145 Shore Highway - Denton, MD. - Corner of Route 404 & Route 480

410-364-9005

10-30% Off Clothing!
All Items Subject to In-Stock Availability
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Beth Lidsay makes 
the crew proud with this 
Striper caught aboard 
the Miss Kristen out of 
Rock Hall, MD. with 
Captain Dave Lindsay 
at the helm. First mate 
Chuck Crouse assisted 
in on the catch.

Flounder is worth $625 per pound
The 2nd annual Beach N Boat 

Flounder tournament kicked off on 
Sunday, August 25th with 106 an-
glers casting in search of the winning 
f lounder. The Maryland Saltwater 
Sportfishing Association (MSSA) 
once again hosted this event at Ake 
Marine located in Ocean City, Mary-
land. While the weather was less 
than desirable, the dedicated anglers 
of Maryland and other Mid-Atlantic 
states showed up to test their angling 
skills in the back bays of Ocean City. 
Wisely, nobody left the inlet to fish 

the wrecks. Since this tournament is 
open to shore anglers as well , com-
petitors were able to fish from any 
location, boat, bridge, pier, or beach.

First place went to Mike Miller of 
Parkton, Maryland. Miller weighed 
in a 5.6 pound flounder measuring 22 
7/8 inches. Miller took home $3,500 
for his efforts.

Dave Tolbert of Arnold, Maryland 
took second place by one-tenth of a 
pound with his 4.85 pound flounder, 
measuring 22 1/8 inches. Tolbert re-
ceived $500 for his flounder.

Third place went to Pat Pope of 
Kent Island with his 4.75 pound fish, 
measuring 22 ½ inches

The Beach N Boat Flounder tour-
nament is the third tournament in the 
MSSA Tournament Series. MSSA 
hosts four major tournaments every 
year consisting of two Chesapeake 
Bay rockfish tournaments , one off-
shore tuna tournament, and one in-
shore flounder tournament. Captains 
and anglers earn points in each for 
participation and catches. The 20th 
annual Chesapeake Bay Fall Classic 
will take place on November 17 & 
18. This will be the last chance for 
Captains to get points for the Captain 
of the Year contest.

1st. Place crew

2nd. Place crew
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Eleven members of the Boone and Crockett club are on advisory panel to Obama administration regarding wildlife and sporting issues
MISSOULA, Mont.- Of the 18 

conservation leaders selected to ad-
vise the Obama Administration on 
wildlife and sporting issues, 11 are 
members of the Boone and Crockett 
Club. That influence is good news for 
America’s hunters because it ensures 
strong advocacy for high standards 
in fair-chase sportsmanship, habitat 
stewardship and science-based wild-
life management.

Founded by Theodore Roosevelt, 
the Club has long maintained the 
highest standards for North Ameri-
can hunters—and documented the 
conservation benefits through big-
game records that date back to the 
late 1880s.

Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar and Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack on Aug. 17 announced 
appointees to the Wildlife Hunting 
Heritage Conservation Council.

The council will include the fol-
lowing Boone and Crockett Club 
members:

• David Allen (Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation)

• Jeffrey Crane (Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation)

• Jonathan Gassett (Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources)

• Thomas Franklin (Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership)

• Winifred Kessler (The Wildlife 
Society)

• Robert Model (chairman of 
Boone and Crockett Club)

• Joanna Prukop (former New 
Mexico Secretary of Energy, Miner-
als & Natural Resources)

• Stephen Sanetti (National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation)

• Christine Thomas (College of 
Natural Resources, University of 
Wisconsin)

• John Tomke (Ducks Unlimited)
• Steve Williams (Wildlife Man-

agement Institute)

“It’s gratifying to see so many 
Boone and Crockett members on the 
council,” said Club President Ben 
Wallace. “Each was selected as a fed-
eral advisor for the same reasons that 
he or she was selected as a regular or 
professional member of our organiza-
tion—their professionalism, educa-
tion, background, leadership, vision 
and passion for the future of wildlife, 
hunting and shooting sports.”

Traditional sporting pursuits con-
tinue to fuel the primary funding 
mechanisms for conservation and 
wildlife management. It’s a system 

that must be preserved, said Wallace.
He added, “I’m confident that our 

President and his staff will receive 
the highest level of guidance from 
this group. Congratulations to all the 
appointees on their selection.”

Some selectees will be serving 
their second term (three years) on the 
council, launched in 2010.

The council was formed to pro-
mote and preserve America’s wild-

life and hunting heritage for future 
generations by identifying issues 
and proposing solutions that advance 
sustainable use conservation.

Six federal agencies playing a key 
role in America’s outdoor heritage—
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, National Park 
Service, U.S. Forest Service, Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and 
Farm Service Agency—and the As-

sociation of Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies, will also have representation on 
the council.

For the full list of recent appoin-
tees and more info about the council, 
see the Department of Interior’s press 
release at the link below:

http://www.doi.gov/news/press-
releases/Salazar-Vilsack-Announce-
Members-of-Wildlife-and-Hunting-
Heritage-Conservation-Council.cfm
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Hunting for a Good Quality Truck?

Call Rich Bramble Today! 
410-778-2484 - Cell 410-708-3167

We are ready to DEAL!
Ramsey Pontiac 

GMC Truck
Chestertown, MD

Cory Travis, the new man behind the scenes at Don Travis Taxidermy 
with his assistant in the photo is his daughter -- the Fishing Queen. Cory 
will be assisting the taxidermists. Cory was fishing with Captain Bob Gears 
out of Rock Hall, MD. when he caught this nice Striper.

Brett Patchett Jr. was aboard the Catch 22 with Captain Mitch Quillen 
when he trolled up this nice Striper.

Fishing Terms
Reel - A weighted object that causes a rod to sink quickly when 

dropped overboard. 

Rod - An attractively painted length of fiberglass that keeps an angler 
from ever getting too close to a fish.
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A while back one of my clients told 
me about the big stripers he hooks on the 
Chesapeake Bay and how, “They’re so 
big they keep snapping my line.” When 
I asked him what pound test he was using 
he said, “Twenty. So I guess those fish are 
a lot bigger than that”! In the same breath 
he pointed to one of the rods we had set 
out for sharks that morning and asked 
what pound test was on the reel. When I 
said “twenty” he got a real strange look 
on his face and asked, “How do you 
expect to catch anything big on that”? 
After I gave him a quick lecture on the 
working of a fishing reel’s drag system 
and how when properly used allow an-
glers to land very large fish on very light 
line, I went on to mention that if he was 
breaking 20-pound line on striped bass 
that it wasn’t that the fish were too big - it 
was that he was doing something wrong.

There can be a lot of reasons why a 
fishing line breaks during a fight; there 
is a nick in the line, a weak knot, the 
line hits something in the water, the fish 
“spools” the reel by taking off all the 
line, so much line is out that it breaks 
from increased water pressure, or there 
is some kind of malfunction in the reel 
like a backlash or locked-up drag. But 
if an angler does everything right, the 
tackle works as it should, and there are 
no unforeseen glitches in the process, 
it doesn’t matter if someone has a blue 
whale on 2-pound test, a fishing line will 

never break simply because the line it too 
light for the fish.

Of course, that’s not to say it’s possible 
to land a blue whale on 2-pound test, 
it’s not, but in that hypothetical battle, 
“when” the line breaks it’s going to be 
for one of the other reasons, “not” just 
because it’s 2-pound test line, and that’s 
because the drag on the reel simply won’t 
let it happen.

Understanding how to set and use 
the drag on one’s reel is one of the most 
important aspects of saltwater fishing. 
The drag on a reel does two things, it 
applies pressure to a fish and it keeps the 
line from breaking by allowing it to slip 
before snapping. It’s all very simple, but 
as any charter captain or fishing guide 
will tell you, the improper use of drags is 
rampant among novice and sometimes 
even experienced anglers. 

We see it all the time, someone who 
maybe has a lot of fishing experience 
but have never caught a fish that had 
the size or strength to actually pull out 
drag, hooks into a decent saltwater fish 
that immediately takes off on a long run. 
Seeing line pouring off their reel when 
they expect to be cranking it in, anglers 
will often conclude that something is 
wrong, panic, and try to stop it by either 
thumbing the spool or cranking down the 
drag. With option “one” destined to end 
in a painful burn to the thumb, and option 
“two” sure to conclude in a broken line, 
either way the angler looses, and the fish 
swims free.

In most cases drags should be set and 
then left alone, which puts the burden on 
the fisherman to decide ahead of time 
how much pressure they want to put on 
the jaw of the fish, the hook, the leader, 
the swivels, and every knot before the 
line slips. It’s not all about the breaking 
strength of the line, because if there’s a 

failure in any of those other factors the fish 
can be lost just as easily as if the line itself 
parts. For instance, putting too much pres-
sure on a soft-mouthed fish like a seatrout 
is going to end in lost fish. However, 
putting too little pressure on a fish like 
a tuna that needs to be slowed down and 
controlled quickly can drag out a fight too 
long and enhance the chances of the fish 
being lost due to sharks, a worn out angler, 
or the line getting fouled in someone else’s 
anchor or fishing line.

The strength of the terminal tackle 
must also be taken into consideration 
when setting drags. Somewhere between 
the fish and the rod tip is a weak link 
that is going to fail under pressure before 
anything else. When using really light 
line that link could be the line itself, but 
most likely it will be the knot that links 
the line to the leader or swivel. However, 
in situations similar to when anglers are 
chunking for tuna and need to use very 
light leaders to fool finicky fish, the weak 
link could very well be the leader. If you’re 
using 50-pound line but 30-pound leader 
you’d better set the drag to accommodate 
the 30-pound leader or you’ll be popping 
off every bite you get! Similarly, if an 
angler is using thin-gage or very small 
hooks that don’t take a big bite out of the 
fish’s jaw, they’ll have to lighten the drag 
to prevent straightening or tearing out the 
hook in the heat of the battle.

Anglers need to set their drags taking 
all these things into consideration and then 
leave the drag setting alone and fight the 
fish with what they’ve got. If they know 
that the drag was set right but fear the 

fish is taking too much line and might 
spool the reel a better option to tighten-
ing down is to regain line by getting the 
boat moving in the direction of the fish. 
Chase it down and stay on top of it, keep 
applying a reasonable amount of pressure 
and sooner or later victory will be yours. 
Unfortunately too many anglers don’t let 
the drag do the work and make the critical 
error of tightening the drag or thumbing 
the spool or the line against the foregrip 
to slow the fish. 

Anglers should keep in mind that as 
line is lost and the diameter of the spool 
gets smaller the drag of a reel actually 
increases on it’s own due to the higher 
RPM’s of the spool. Therefore, under such 
situations it actually makes more sense to 
back the drag off a little than to increase it. 
A tough thing to do when you’re worried 
about a fish taking all your string!

Setting drag pressure can be done 
using a scale or just by feel. Many big 
game anglers can get away with using 
a scale because the terminal tackle they 
use and the fish they pursue are always 
the same. I never use a scale because our 
target species and the terminal gear we 
use for them is always different and so 
I need to constantly reset the drags to 
accommodate what we have, or hope to 
have on the end of our line. I might also 
change drag settings if the angler is a child 
or anyone else who might not have the 
physical strength needed to hold onto a 
rod if there is too much pull on the other 
end. But once the fish is hooked up, unless 
you really REALLY know what you’re 
doing – don’t touch that drag!

By Capt. Mark Sampson

Coastal 

Report

Call Us 
Today 
for All 
YOUR 
Auto 
Parts 
Needs!
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See Prahl Page 23

A f t e r 
s u f f e r i n g 
t h r o u g h  a 
l o n g ,  h o t 
summer dur-
ing which a 
d a y  o n  t h e 
water was of-

ten almost painful, we are finally 
slipping into a more pleasant time 
of year.  Though the perch cooper-
ated throughout the summer, they 
can never really pull your string 
like a hefty rockfish.

Live-lining in the Main Bay 
has been fun, but it requires a lot 
of preparation, like gathering bait 
(spot), keeping it alive and then the 
long trek to the fishing grounds.

September in the Middle Bay 
means that str ipers will be mi-
grating back into the estuaries. 
No more  long  t r ips ,  no  more 
live-lining.  Trolling and casting 
artificials is now the way to go as 
stripers begin to seek their tradi-
tional fall forage, the menhaden.

In September, shoreline casting 
becomes more productive, but it is 
also a time to look deeper, on the 
river channel edges where strip-
ers gather to intercept schools of 
young-of-the-year menhaden.

These are places that have al-
ways been active feeding spots. 
The old-timers know them well. 
When we had the great schools of 

menhaden, hundreds of birds could 
be sighted, diving and screaming 
over the feeding rockf ish. The 
menhaden were attracted to these 
places probably because the bot-
tom structure was conducive to a 
welling of plankton that concen-
trated the schools of menhaden.

These places are still there, but 
there’s a lot less menhaden and it 
seems a lot less stripers to harass 
them. Still, if you know where 
to look, three or four, maybe ten 
birds sitting on the water in the 
right place tells you all you need 
to know to “make your day”.

In  these  days  of  men haden 
scarcity, a wise angler might take 
a look with the meter just to see if 
the stripers are there, waiting for 
an unsuspecting passing school 
of menhaden. The great t radi-
tional places will usually have a 
dramatic bottom structure where 
a deep channel rises sharply to a 
rip-producing shallow.

The dormant stripers will lay 
just to the deep side of the rise.  
When they feed they may be found 
anywhere in the vicinity as they 
chase down their prey.  By that 
t ime the birds will be showing 
the way.

Down the Bay,  Tangier and 
Pocomoke Sounds have been expe-
riencing their best speckled trout 
season in many years. We are hop-
ing their northward migration will 
bring them well into the Middle 
Bay. These beautiful f ish would 
help enhance our fall fishing that 
needs a lit tle diversity with the 
absence of our depar ted yellow 

fin trout and a poor showing of 
croaker.

Spotted sea trout are primarily 
caught in the shallows, but are 
sometimes found in deeper water. 
They take both bait and artificials 
well, which makes them a t rue 
gamefish. Small, (4-inch) paddle 
tails and grubs as well as spoons, 
suspending plugs, and streamer 
f lies are widely used.  Soft and 
peeler crabs are prime live baits 
used here in  Mar yland.   Live 
shrimp are the traditional live bait 

on the south Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts.

It’s much too early to predict 
more speckled trout because of 
global warming, but there is plenty 
of evidence that points that way, 
like last year’s warm winter.

A nothe r  pu zz le  i s  t he  su r-
prise showing of small redfish in 
the Middle Bay waters. Anglers 
who’ve never seen them before are 
catching good numbers of them in 
the Big and Little Choptank rivers. 

At this writing, most are under 
15-inches but growing fast. There 
is little hope that some might reach 
legal size (18”) by the time they 
depar t. We can only hope they 
will return next year and maybe 
become a welcomed permanent 
addition to Maryland’s Middle Bay 
fisheries.

You might remember the glow-
i ng repor t s  of  a  g reat  w i nte r 
dredge sampling of blue crabs, like 
we were going to have wall-to-wall 
crabs.  The DNR survey is pretty 

accurate, but a 
pred ic t ion of 
r e c o r d  n u m -
bers of small 
crabs and ade-
quate numbers 
of females for 
r e p roduc t ion 
does not neces-
sarily translate 
into big num-
b e r s  of  #1’s . 
DNR is happy 
to report plen-
tiful crabs, but 
they’re not al-
ways the ones 
we like to eat.

A c t u a l l y , 
we are now beginning to see many 
of those young crabs coming into 
the fishery. Just in time for a late 
season crab feast.

I can pretty much tell how good 
the Big Choptank crab population 
is in August by the doublers and 
sooks I see on the Choptank River 
Bridge pilings.

By Chuck Prahl

Mid-Bay Report
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Continued from Page 22

Prahl …

Quality Seed, Exceptional Service
As your local seed company, we offer more than just a wide variety 

of high yielding products: we provide personalized service.
Our number-one trait as a seed company 

is our commitment to our customers.

Freeman & Sons Seed Company
324 Hackett Corner Rd., Sudlersville, MD

Phone: 410-928-3641 Cell: 410-739-7797
email: freemanseed@hughes.net

Delivery Available                                           Steve Freeman - Owner

Casey Michelle Charters
Captain Brady Sweitzer

Full/Half Day Trips for Rockfish, 
Bluefish, Spanish Mackeral

Leaving from Kentmorr Marina 
Kent Island, Maryland

Cell 410-829-9816
caseymcharters@gmail.com

www.caseymichellecharters.com
USGC Licensed & Insured for up to 6 passengers

I can truthfully say I’ve never 
seen more. True, many are paper 
shell sooks, but a great number are 
doublers. Recreational crabbers 
need to let the sooks go or better 
yet, don’t even net them. Their red 
claws and broad apron are a dead 
giveaway. 

A word about rods. My favorite 
rod of all time is my St. Croix 7 ½ 
ft. Inshore Tide Master.  It matches 
my type of f ishing to the “n”th 
degree, but there are times when 
it simply will not fit. I mean as in 
cars, and sometimes even in boats. 
The answer is a 2-piece rod.

This young lady is all smiles after catching this summer time Striper 
aboard the Canvasback with Captain Bob Ritchie out of Rock Hall, MD.

Mike Harris Outfitters
Waterfowl Hunting
in Kent County, MD

Day Hunts $550 up to 4 Hunters
Private Waterfowl Memberships Available

$1000/hunter, guided or self-guided
Call for Details

Mike - Home - 301-855-7263 • Cell - 301-717-5905
Bill - Cell - 302-344-3696

8232 Ocean Gateway
Easton, Maryland

Next to West Marine on Rt. 50

410-820-5599 • 800-263-2027

“Stop in here before you head out there”

There was a time when 2-piece 
casting rods were verboten.  The 
old metal ferrule put a f lat spot in 
the rod. This detracted from the 
total action. Graphite spinning and 
f ly rods seem to have made the 
transition to 2-piece rods, but try 
to find a high quality bait caster 
in 2-piece.

The glass or graphite ferrule 
does not seem to hurt the action 
and they don’t corrode and be-
come welded together like metal. 
As long as the two pieces are bot-
tomed out, the rod will not break 
at the ferrule.

I’m looking for a 2-piece 7 ½ 
footer. Even an 8-footer makes 
sense in 2-piece. Remember, long 
rods cast farther. What's the difference between 

beer nuts and deer nuts?
Beer Nuts are around a dollar 

seventy-nine, and deer nuts are just 
under a buck!
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Book of the Month
Book Reveals Secrets of Block 

Island Striper Fishing

Dove Bites in the 
Goose Blind

Sent in by Ron Steidle.

~ dove breasts ~ bacon ~ teriyaki sauce ~ 
beer ~ green onions, cut into 2” - 3” pieces

~ garlic powder ~ toothpicks
Fillet meat off the breastbones. Wash well 

and remove all shot.
Cut bacon slices in half. Place a piece of on-

ion on each breast and wrap with the bacon. Se-
cure with toothpicks.

In a bowl, mix together equal amounts of 
teriyaki sauce and beer.

Place the wrapped breasts in a bowl and cov-
er with the teriyaki sauce mixture.

Cover and refrigerate overnight.
Remove from the marinade. Sprinkle with 

garlic powder.
Grill over medium-high heat until bacon 

is cooked. When bacon is done, dove is done. 
Serve and enjoy.

Renown Rhode Island charter skipper Al Anderson has released a new book 
on fishing the world-famous waters of Block Island for striped bass. According 
to Anderson, Island Stripers: A Fisherman’s Guide to Block Island Bass was 
written in part to refute unsubstantiated claims regarding various biological 
aspects of the striper.

Aside from solid, how-to advice on striper-fishing tactics and techniques, the 
book contains some surprising information, including: Block Island was once 6 
times larger than today.

Block Island’s natives were consuming net-caught stripers thousands of years 
ago. Near-identical striper species from European and Asian waters are presently 
marine and not fresh-water spawning fish.

Evidence exists that our present day striper evolved from a marine ancestor 
millions of years ago.

Atlantic stripers utilized freshwater-fed estuaries for spawning to elude ma-
rine predators.

“Genetic memory” has accounted for the author recapturing dozens of strip-
ers he tagged and released at the very same spot they were marked years earlier.

The book will help guide boat and shore fishermen through night and daytime 
techniques for fishing Block Island. It also explains where and how to fish live 
eels for trophy bass, and how the tides and currents dictate success.

Anderson has fished the waters off Block Island for nearly 5 decades, has 
tagged more stripers for science (42,000+) than anyone nationwide, thanks to 
help from his charter clients. He will also be the first New England charter skip-
per inducted into the IGFA’s World Fishing Hall of Fame. - Island Stripers sells 
for $19.95 (plus shipping & handling) - Order direct from: Capt. Al Anderson 7 
Jean St., Narragansett, RI 02882 - Email: AHATuna@aol.com

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS
Duck Blind and Goose Pit 

Material by the bundle 
or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125
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Anna E. scored this catch and 
release red drum Sunday, July 
29th on the South River fishing 
for the MSSA Youth Angler of 
the Year contest. She was using 
bloodworms on a top/bottom rig.

Many small red drum seem to 
be appearing in the bottom feeder 
fishing this summer in the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Photo courtesy of Maryland 
Angler’s Log.

Maryland DNR Announces 2012-2013 
early migratory game bird seasons

Annapolis, Md. (August 8, 2012) ─ The Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) today announced the 2012-2013 early migratory game bird 
hunting season. 

Dove, split season: 
September 1- October 6
November 3 - 23
December 22 - January 3

“Doves benefitted from the mild winter and long nesting season this spring 
and summer,” said Bill Harvey, DNR’s game bird section leader. “We expect 
hunters will encounter more birds than in recent years.” 

Woodcock, split season: 
October 26 - November 23 
January 11 - 26 

Early resident Canada goose season:
Eastern zone: September 1 - 15 
Western zone: September 1 - 25

During the September resident Canada goose season: Hunters are allowed to 
use shotguns capable of holding more than three shotshells; shooting hours are 
extended to one-half hour after sunset; the use of electronic calls is prohibited.

Teal, September season:
September 17 - 29
The September teal season hunting zone is located at dnr.maryland.gov/hunt-

ersguide/tealchart.asp. 

Official shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset for all mi-
gratory game bird hunting EXCEPT for: 

• Mourning doves during the first season segment, when shooting hours are 
from noon to sunset;

• Teal during the September season, when shooting hours are sunrise to sun-
set; and 

• During the early September resident Canada goose seasons, when shooting 
hours are one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.

Nontoxic shot is required for hunting rails, snipe, waterfowl, and coots. In 
Maryland, no hunter may take these species while possessing shot (either in 
shotshells or as loose shot for use in muzzleloader shotguns) other than non-toxic 
shot approved for waterfowl by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Further, hunt-
ers may not use or possess non-toxic shot larger than size number T (0.20 inches 
in diameter) or any style of shotgun slug while hunting waterfowl, coots, rails, 
and snipe. Approved types of nontoxic shot and other information on migratory 
bird hunting is listed in the 2012-2013 Maryland Guide to Hunting & Trapping 
issued with each hunting license or at http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/hunt_trap/
gamebird/non_toxic.asp 

Nice Red Drum Catch and Release

Estate Auction
Antique Furniture, Stoneware, Decoys, and Firearms

Saturday, September 8, 2012 @ 9:00AM
Preview:  Friday, September 7, 2012 3-7PM

Location:  Crumpton Auction Barn, Corners of 
RT 544 & RT 290 in Crumpton, MD

Decoys:  Collection of over 60+ decoys, Madison Mitchell, 
Charlie Joiner, John Glenn, Heverin, Urie, Bryant, John 
Meredith, Bryan, Lockard, Graham, 2 prs. Of sink box 

decoys by Litzenberg/Gibson, Jobes , Coll. Of oyster cans, 
300+ sillohette decoys, goose/turkey prints, 

Various goose/turkey/duck calls
Firearms:  Collection of 20 clean shotguns and rifles, 

Remington, Winchester, Mossberg, Charles Daly
Lawn Tractor/Go Cart:  Troy-Bilt Riding lawn mower, 

Large Yerf Dog Go Cart, John Deere wagon
Furniture:  Ant. Cherry QA Highboy, 2 Ant. slant front 
desks, Var. Ant. chests, red painted kitchen cabinet, Ant. 
stands/chairs, 2-Ant. grandfather clocks, Dining room 

table and chairs, 20+ oriental carpets
Smalls/China:  Collection of Blue decorated stoneware, 
1 Gal. incised crock “E A Fulcher”, Var. sterling pcs., Ant. 
oil paintings, Ant. bisque head dolls, Coll. Of food molds, 

half hull ship models
Terms:  Cash or Good Check/ 6% MD Sales Tax/10% 

Buyers Premium on all purchases.
Estate:  Mrs. Patricia H. MacHale of 

Chestertown Maryland
Personal Property:  

Mr. Larry Penn of Still Pond Maryland

AUCTIONEERS:   Ralph Russum Sr.  
&  JR Russum      

(410) 827-0555 day
auctionzip.com #7483 
www.jrsantiques.com
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Catch Reports
The Trophy Hunter had 1855.0 points and 1855.0 release points.

Angler	 Day/Time	 Species	
Released?	 Late?	 Points
Michael Killelea1 09:08AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Richard Vigue	 1 09:12AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert DeFebo	 1 09:20AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Geoff Pence	 1 10:26AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert Bavar	 1 10:28AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Greg Reynolds	 1 11:34AM	 White 
Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert DeFebo	 1 12:23PM	 Blue Marlin	 Yes	 No	 175.0
Richard Vigue	 1 3:20PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Michael Killelea2 08:41AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Geoff Pence	 2 09:17AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert Bavar	 2 09:27AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Greg Reynolds	 2 10:04AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Richard Vigue	 2 12:16PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert DeFebo	 2 12:20PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Michael Killelea2 1:18PM	White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Geoff Pence	 2 1:23PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Greg Reynolds	 2 1:35PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert Bavar	 2 1:36PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert DeFebo	 2 2:37PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Richard Vigue	 3 10:01AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Michael Killelea3 10:18AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Richard Vigue	 3 10:19AM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Geoff Pence	 3 12:12PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Robert Bavar	 3 2:11PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0
Greg Reynolds	 3 2:16PM	 White Marlin	 Yes	 No	 70.0

Trophy Hunter gets ‘Er Done at the White Marlin Open 2012 H G-Neff Realty
HUNTING PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Dorchester County
380 acre farm: 60+/- tillable acres and the remainder in marsh and mature timber. 
Three waterfowl impoundments and multiple other ponds. Offering includes hunt-
ing lodge and navigable waterfrontage. One of the best Sika properties around with 
Whitetail and Turkeys. Asking $685,000. 
72 acre Taylor’s Island farm: Mostly tillable ground with two large 5 +/- acre wa-
terfowl impoundments, and two small holding ponds. Excellent Waterfowl Property 
with some sika, whitetail, and turkey. Asking $499,000
158 +/- Acre Property: Located in Crapo, Md comprised of woodland and marsh, 
one flooded impoundment for ducks, and one permanent pond in woods. 5 acre 
open space allows for another pond. Perfect habitat for waterfowl, whitetail, sika, and 
turkeys. A real sportsman’s paradise. Asking $499,000. 
270 Acre Dorchester County Marsh that is boat access only. This property is an 
excellent waterfowl and sika deer property. Asking $295,000
390 Acres Timber: Bucktown RD/ Stone Boundary RD, Dorchester County. The 
tract of timber consists of  .3 acres of ponds, 1.5 acres of food plots for Deer and Tur-
keys. Perfect investment for Timber Harvesting or Deer and Turkey Hunting. Asking 
$1,200,000. 
Talbot County
135 acre Talbot county Farm with Roughly 70+/- till-
able acres with the remainder in woods. great location for 
goose, duck, deer, and turkeys. Asking $938,250.
Green Marsh Point 33.15 Acres with huge Westerly Views 
across the Bay to Poplar Island. Large mature trees, sandy 
Beach, Marsh and 4+/- MLW Complete this listing. Asking 
$799,000

Ask for: 
John Foster: Cell (410) 490-6608

Henner Gibbons-Neff: 
Cell (410) 829-0698

H-G Neff Realty
Dover St., Easton, MD 

Office (410) 770-8400 
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Ballistic App for the shooter
About Ballistic
Ballistic is the definitive ballistics trajectory calculator for iDe-

vices, intended for serious shooters who want a serious application. 
Ballistic calculates trajectory, windage, velocity, energy, and bullet 
flight time for any valid range, and can compensate for atmospheric 
conditions such as temperature, barometric pressure, humidity, and 
altitude (it can also accept density of air or density altitute input). 
It’s also much more than a basic trajectory calculator. With a vast 
library of over 3,500 projectiles and factory loads, range estimation 
calculator, GPS and atmosphere awareness, full size charts, and a 
functional range log, Ballistic is a complete mobile companion for 
hunting or at the range. 

The world renowned JBM Ballistics computer is now powering 
all of Ballistic’s computations. JBM is used by world-class shooters 
everywhere to deliver some of the most precise calculations. This great ballistics computer is now 
available in the palm of your hand and simpler to use than ever, and because it’s fully integrated 
into Ballistic, you’ll even be able to take JBM’s extremely accurate calculations into areas with no 
cellular coverage.

Now Available! Ballistic for iPad!
Fully integrated split-screen ballistics, favorites, and range log
Automatically updates ballistics calculations as you edit
Full screen, hi-resolution charts!
Rotate in any orientation
Larger target sizes in range log
Even more features in the works

HOPKINS HUNTING
MARYLAND’S FINEST EASTERN SHORE HUNTING

Upland Game Hunting
Pheasant & Chukar Season

Oct. 21 - March 24 
Guided & Unguided Hunts 

Season Passes Available 
for Own Dog Parties

GOOSE HUNTING
Kent County, MD.
DEER HUNTING

Archery / Shotgun / Muzzleloader
SPORTING CLAYS
Open Year Round

$18 Per 50 Bird Round Member
$23 Non-Member

13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645 - 410-348-5287

SHELLED 
DEER 
CORN

Upcoming Events

Maryland Open/FITASC Grand Prix 
Sunday, September 09, 2012

Atlantic Flyway
Sunday, October 07, 2012

United Way Charity
Saturday, October 13, 2012

Autumn Classic
Sunday, November 04, 2012

Holiday Classic
Sunday, December 02, 2012

HUNTING
With 3000 acres of prime 

hunting property available, 
we offer a variety of 
hunting packages.

40th ANNIVERSARY
CHINCOTEAGUE ISLAND OYSTER 

FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 6, 2012

TOM'S COVE PARK
8128 BEEBE ROAD
ISLAND BOY BAND

OYSTERS-RAW, FRIED, FRITTERS, & STEAMED; 
CLAM CHOWDER; CLAM FRITTERS; STEAMED 
CRABS; BOARDWALK FRIES; HUSH PUPPIES; 

SALAD BAR; & HOT DOGS

Less that 50 days to purchase tickets to the BIG 
EVENT!!! Don't wait..Order online at

www.chincoteaguechamber.com
Or call 757-336-6161
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The crew from Ground Hog Tackle will not be going hungry anytime soon. 
They were fishing aboard Marli out of Ocean City, Md this past summer. 
Photo Courtesy of Bowley’s Bait & Tackle

1178 lbs. of Yellowfin Tuna!

Welcome to Schrader's Outdoors
    * Thousands of acres of prime Eastern Shore hunting properties
    * Maryland white tail deer hunting
    * Maryland waterfowl hunting
    * Maryland upland hunting
    * Maryland turkey hunting
    * Maryland dove hunting
    * Maryland small game hunting
    * Pond bass fishing
    * Bay and tributary fishing
    * Maryland sporting clays
    * Five Stand and Wobble Trap
    * Maryland 3-D archery
    * Archery Service Center
    * Dart video archery system
    * Professional shooting instruction
    * B & B lodging and meals
    * Corporate events and weddings
    * Youth outdoor camps

3D archery and Sporting Clays course 
that is open 7 days a week!

Schrader's Outdoors
16090 Oakland Road

Henderson, MD. 21640

(410) 758-1824
www.schradersoutdoors.com

BLACK BEAR ARCHERY
Bowtech • Diamond • Parker

Bear • Horton • Stryker • Ten-Point • Excaliber
For ALL YOUR Archery & 

Bowhunting Needs!
1695 S. Dupont Hwy. (Rt 13) St. Georges, DE 19733 

Mon. - Tues. - Thurs. 4pm - 8pm
Wed. - Fri. 1pm-8pm 

Sat. 10am-3pm Sun. 10am - 1pm

302-832-2373
blkbeararchery@aol.com 
or jwil842469@aol.com Browning introduces the Zombie Apocalypse Knife

When the ammunition has 
run out, be prepared for up close 
fighting during the zombie out-
break with the new Browning 
Zombie Apocalypse Knife. This 
well balanced razor sharp knife 
should be included with your 
zombie outbreak survival gear 
should this outbreak ever occur.

For cutting, slashing and hacking, the Browning Zombie Apocalypse Knife 
features a razor sharp 7” drop point blade. It also features a full tang construction 
and ultra secure grip for optimum balance and control. The Zombie Apocalypse 
Knife comes with a durable nylon sheath with belt loop for quick access when 
the knife is needed.

Make sure you stay protected during the zombie outbreak with the Browning 
Zombie Apocalypse Knife.

Suggested retail price $61.95

Captain Brian Councell aboard the Sea Dux out of Rock Hall, MD. has 
had an excellent summer of fishing for stripers. Pictured above is the Kevin 
Kinney crew.

Atlantic Population  CAGO banding - UNGAVA results
Ungava Bay - over 

6 days of banding (lost 
1 day due to inclement 
weather) the crew made 
26 catches and banded 
632 adults and 703 gos-
lings (for a Ad:IMM ra-
tio of 1:1.25), for a total 
of 1425 geese.

 
Hudson Bay - over 11 

days of banding (lost 0 
days) the crew made 47 
catches and banded 803 adults and 1324 goslings (for a Ad:IMM 
ratio of 1:1.65), for a total of 2127 geese.

 
In all, therefore, 1435 adults and 2117 juveniles were banded, for 

a total of 3552 geese.
 
In general, reproduction seemed very good along Hudson Bay 

and moderately good along Ungava Bay. The goslings also seemed 
1-2 weeks older along Hudson Bay.

Courtesy of Richard Cotter, Canadian Wildlife Service
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your 

Daily Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open
  Early 
   Every 
    Morning!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Money Orders

Check Cashing, Western Union
Dump Tickets, QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Lottery, Keno, ATM, 
Fishing Bait

Prepaid Cell Phone Cards
Very Fresh Hot 

Morning Coffee!
our Guests

Open 7 Days A Week - 9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors

Instruction Available • 300 Yard Rifle & Pistol Range

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Dealer for 
Ten Point 
Crossbows

4x4 Panel of Fast Grass 
$16.95

Distributor for 
ZEKE’S 200 PROOF DEER LURE
Available at Fine Sporting Goods Stores

NONE BETTER! FRESHEST AVAILABLE!
Big 2oz. Size - More Bucks for Your Bucks!

(Most Deer Lures Come in 1oz. Size)
Dealer Inquiries Invited

410-742-2023 • 800-310-2023

Tommy’s Decoys
Specializing in

Custom Handmade Silhouette Decoys
Canadas & Snows

• Decoys made of lightweight, durable masonite. 
Will not BREAK apart.
• Bolted metal stakes secure firmly in the ground.
• Many patterns available or use yours.
• Economical - $70.00 per dozen 
$60 doz/10 doz. or more - Commericial Discounts - Call
• Preferred decoy of many Delmarva guides and outfitters.
• 30% deposit required to start order - New V-Boards available

Also available:
Repaint & Repair old Stick ups/V-Boards

410-639-7138 • 410-708-2107

Beretta and Hard Core Decoys join forces to make you an Xtreme Waterfowler
ACCOKEEK, MD Beretta USA 

and Hard Core Decoys have joined 
forces to turn everyday waterfowlers 
into Xtreme waterfowlers—those 
who live to hunt in frigid rain, driving 
sleet, blinding snow and relentless salt 
spray—with the XHCD promotion.  
Purchase any A400 Xtreme shotgun 
now through December 31, 2012 and 
receive your choice of Hard Core 
Decoy’s 4-pack of Full Body Canada 
Goose Resters or a 6-pack of Mallard 
Floaters w/ Slot Bag free of charge–
a $129 bonus for living the Xtreme 
lifestyle.  

Beretta’s A400 Xtreme, the go 
anywhere, know no limits shotgun 
dominating flyways across the na-
tion, drives this hardcore promotion 

with its industry leading 70% recoil 
reduction, keeping hunters in the field 
from dawn until dusk settles on the 
last day of the season.  Its exclusive 
Aqua Technology, the proven corro-
sion proof barrier protecting all inter-
nal and external metal components, 
and chambered to feed everything 
from the lightest 2 ¾” 7/8 oz. shell 
to the heaviest 3 ½” magnum load.  
The A400 Xtreme instills absolute 
confidence in hunters who hunt 
sea ducks on the coast, the flooded 
timbers of Arkansas, or the wheat 
fields of Southern Canada, knowing 
their Xtreme is the most rugged and 
durable shotgun on the market today. 

To redeem the free decoys promo-
tional offer, customers must down-

load the redemption coupon at www.
berettausa.com, then mail the coupon 
along with all necessary documenta-
tion by January 31, 2012. All A400 
Xtreme shotguns must be purchased 
new at retail between August 1, 2012 
and December 31, 2012 and only 
purchases made in the United States 
are eligible.

The Xtreme’s never quit, show no 
mercy attitude, coupled with Hard 
Core Decoys that withstand the most 
hardcore conditions, will reign in wa-
terfowl blinds across the nation.  Own 
the waterfowl shotgun duck fanatics 
have only dreamed about.  

Know No Limits—Go Xtreme!

Book a Maryland hunting trip or fishing charter with a Maryland Outfitters and Guides 
Association Member specializing in Waterfowl Hunting, Black Bear Hunting, Diving Duck 
Hunting, Sea Duck Hunting, Puddle Duck Hunting, Mallard Duck Hunting, Turkey Hunt-
ing, Charter Fishing, Trophy Rockfishing, Canada Goose Hunting, Snow Goose Hunting, 

Whitetail Deer Hunting, Sika Deer Hunting, Mourning Dove Hunting, Sporting Clays and 
Upland Game Hunting in Maryland. Visit - www.mdoga.org for more info.
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Young angler lands Maryland record Grouper out of Ocean City, MD.
Ocean City, Md. ─ Two anglers 

caught Maryland record setting 
snowy grouper f ish last month, 
earning each of them recognition as 
2012 State record achievers. Robert 
Purcell, from Bishopville, caught 
a 56-pound snowy grouper on July 
22 over the Norfolk Canyon, about 
75 miles southeast of Ocean City, 
and held the state record for a week 
until he was replaced by 14-year-old 
Gregory Benn from Great Falls, Va. 
who reeled in a 66-pound grouper 
on July 30.

“The fish took Gregory almost to 
the rail at the strike,” said the boy’s 
father, Richard Benn. “At one point, 
I thought the rod might break with 
the drag on so hard to pull the fish 
out of the rocks.”

Gregory Benn and his father were 
aboard their boat on July 30 for a 
deep-drop grouper trip in about 600 
feet of water when he caught the 
fish. Captain Dave Warren rigged a 
12-ounce diamond jig to an 80-pound 
braided Spiderwire line, spooled on a 
Shimano Torium reel, on a 30-pound 
class rod and handed it to Gregory 
Benn. He later felt the fish bite. 

Benn fought the big grouper for 
more than a half-hour before the fish 
came to the surface. Crewmate Rob-

ert Belcher 
l ip  ga f fed 
the fish and 
broug ht  i t 
over the rail. 
O n b o a r d , 
t h e  f i s h 
m e a s u r e d 
more  than 
47  i n c h e s 
with a girth 
of 38 inches. 

The fish was weighed and certified at 
Sunset Marina by Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Fisheries 
Service biologist Steve Doctor to be 
a new snowy grouper record. 

This was not the first big snowy 
grouper for Gregory Benn. On July 
1, he reeled in a 50-pounder from the 
same area. On the return to Sunset 
Marina, the crew learned that there 
was no Maryland State record for this 
species, but the catch could not be 
accepted because it had already been 
cleaned, cut up and packed away. 

Purcell caught his record fish on 
July 22, while fishing with the Benns 
on their boat.

“The first 15 minutes were the 
toughest ─ the fish kept diving into 
a hole to get away,” said Purcell.

The current all-tackle world re-
cord is a 70-pound, 7-ounce snowy 
grouper caught by Roger Burnley 
of Virginia Beach from the Norfolk 
Canyon in 2011. It is also the Virgin-
ia State record since it was checked 
in and weighed in Newport News.

Gregory Benn and Robert Purcell 
will be recognized as 2012 State re-
cord achievers at the 2012 Maryland 
Fishing Challenge Finale and Grand 
Prize Drawing on September 8 at the 
Maryland Seafood Festival at Sandy 
Point State Park in Annapolis.

The Maryland Fishing Challenge 
is a year-round contest for all anglers 
in Maryland. Anglers who catch 
and register any of the more than 
80 Maryland Angler Award eligible 
sport fish species receive certifi-
cates of achievement and invitations 
to the Grand Finale. This year’s 
Celebration will include chances to 
win a Tracker boat package boat, a 
tropical vacation package from the 

World Fishing Network, tackle pack-
ages from Bill’s Outdoor Center and 
Bass Pro Shops, Under Armour gear 
and gift cards from various sponsors.

Now in its eighth year, the Chal-
lenge showcases Maryland and the 
Chesapeake Bay as a premier sport 
fishing destination with accessible, 
affordable, diverse and high qual-
ity fishing for anglers of all ages─ 
from the crystal mountain streams, 
to the central Maryland lakes and the 
mighty Potomac River, down to the 
Chesapeake Bay, the Coastal Bays 
and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Marylanders can keep up with 
DNR fisheries information through 
Twitter (@MDDNRFISH) and on 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/
MDDNRFisheriesService.

Delaware adopts new 
15-inch minimum 
size limit for tautog

DOVER – Effective Aug. 11, 2012, 
anglers catching tautog in Delaware 
waters are now able to keep fish of 15-
inch minimum length. DNREC adopted 
the reduction from the previous 16-inch 
minimum size limit in response to new 
management guidelines from the Atlan-
tic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC).

“This new 15-inch minimum size 
limit is welcome news to many recre-
ational anglers. The measure provides 
more protection for the tautog popula-
tion, but allows for some additional 
harvest by anglers fishing in Delaware 
waters,” said Fisheries Administrator 
John Clark.

The current season and bag limits 
will remain in place as follows:

Jan. 1 through March 31                    5 
fish possession limit

April 1 through May 11                       3 
fish possession limit

M a y  1 2  t h r o u g h  J u l y  16                      
Closed season

July 17 through Aug. 31                      5 
fish possession limit

S e p t .  1  t h r o u g h  S e p t .  2 8                     
Closed season

Sept. 29 through Dec. 31                    5 
fish possession limit 

For more information on Delaware 
fishing regulations, please check the 
2012 Delaware Fishing Guide, avail-
able online at www.fw.delaware.gov/
fisheries and at fishing license agents 
throughout the state.
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“women hunters”

Synthia Wilson
Pro Staff
Outfitter 

Coordinator

“More Bang for Your Buck”

It was November and the week be-
fore Thanksgiving so the timing was 
right for grunting & rattling in a buck, 
as it was pre-rut in our area with rut 
just at the doorstep. I had staked out 
a place where I knew that the bucks 
would be coming through, hopefully 
the next morning. I spent some time 
that afternoon clearing the spot I had 
chosen of leaves & sticks and made 
a makeshift ground blind out of roll 
out camo material and branches for 
the next morning. I checked for shoot-
ing lanes out from behind the blind 
and did what minimal trimming was 
necessary. It was a perfect location 12 
yards from a trail which was along a 
rub line. It was between a bedding 
area and the field below the ridge was 
a prime feeding area. 

There were also some major 
scrapes within 100 yards of this spot 
on trails leading into it. The area was 
what I would describe as a funnel; 
partially secluded by large trees yet 
on the inside edge of a tree line in 
an area that did not have dense un-
dergrowth. The outside edge of this 
tree line was a known staging area 
for bucks. Through the years I had 
heard bucks up fighting on this ridge. 
The trail I would be off of ran up 
against and along a ridge, giving my 
silhouette a prefect way to be hidden 
in the shadows and out away from the 
north wind.

The next morning in darkness I 
carefully sneaked into my spot from 
the backside of the ridge and made 
myself as comfortable as possible, as 
I waited for first light. The weather 
had everything covered in frost and 
the air was cold and damp. I could see 
my breath and tell that the wind was 
blowing my sent in a direction that 
would not be detected, as the ridge 
created somewhat of a barrier from 
the northwest wind. I remained as still 
as possible until the sun began to rise.

 I then strapped on my release, got 
my bow and arrow ready and began 
my first attempt to see what hand-
some buck in the neighborhood might 
be curious enough to come into my 
call. I did 3 doe bleats each about a 
minute apart and then stopped for 10 
minutes. Then I did a couple soft, non-
threatening buck grunts. I waited an-
other 10 minutes and decided to do a 

different type of buck grunt, 
using 2 different grunt calls 
and both with a louder tone. I 
was planning to start rattling 
next if that got no action, but 
no sooner than that thought 

entered my head than it went right out 
the window, as I was in for a surprise. 
From nowhere it seemed, 2 huge ma-
ture bucks were instantly in front of 
me where there had just been nothing 
but air, trees and low brush a second 
ago. I did not even see them coming 
nor hear the slightest twig snap.

These two giants (each no less 
than a 10 point or 5x5 what ever you 
prefer to say) rushed straight in at each 
other, directly in front of me as I knelt 
there on both knees inside my blind. 
They were about 2-3 yards (6-9 feet) 
away from me and I had no time to 
react or do anything. The fight was 
intense and about equally matched. I 
would guess the age of each of them 
to have been about 5 ½ or 6 ½ year 
olds based on their body mass. The 
buck that came in from my left hit the 
one that came in from the right first, 
and with such force that it created a 
tail spin on the buck he hit. In their 
violent struggle each of them began to 
whip their bodies (like a bass does on 
a hook when you are trying to pull it 
out of the water) as they were locked 
together. 

The buck that began dominating 
the fight pushed the other one into a 
dense up growth of briars and ground 
him into it. Then he got him down and 
began to push his head and neck into 
the ground with his upper body at his 
mercy, with the similar sentiment we 
have when smashing a pop can with 
our foot. The other buck did not give 
up though, struggling with his back 
legs to regain himself. They lost their 
horn lock in this struggle, but when 
the other one managed to get up they 
went at it again. This time the one I 
thought was weaker, gouged the other 
in the neck and head with his horns 
and pushed the other one into a tree. 

Then they hit and locked horns 
again, this time one pushing the other 
back almost into me. Now I had a full 
rear end view of one of them within 
2 feet of the end of my arm if I had it 
stretched out. UP to this point this was 
the only clear shot that ever presented 
itself. I guess if I would have brought 
some brass with me I would have 
reached out and poked him in the rear 
just to see his reaction, but I left my 
brass home that day. They struggled 
and twisted that close to me for what 
seemed like more than a minute. 

One more step backward or lost 
footing would mean I was going to 

get stomped or rolled on. The whole 
time I was terrified that one or both of 
them could end up on top of me and I 
had no where to go to get out of their 
way. Then their bodies turned again 
simultaneously, almost in a midair 
rolling motion. Now one of them 
decided he had enough and started 
to pull away from the other, running 
backwards in full reverse trying to 
get away, as he whipped his head to 
pull his horns out. One free he turned 
and ran to my left, with the winner in 
pursuit. The fight seemed to be over 
having lasted I would guess no more 
than 3-4 minutes.  

Even if I could there was no way to 
get my bow up to take aim at anything 
during the fight, as the only shot that 
ever presented itself for more than a 
few seconds was the rear end shot. But 
with a bow there was no way I could 
have pulled it back without almost 
touching the buck’s rear end with the 
end of my broadhead.  

This reminds me of a saying from 
an old western “Never bring a knife 
to a gun fight”. In this case it would 
have been better to have had a gun, as 
I could have placed a shot in the head 
of one of the bucks, but then again 
how ethical is that really consider-
ing “Fair Chase” if both bucks were 
locked together?

As the victor was chasing the other 
buck off I now had a chance to get 
my bow and was trying to knock an 
arrow, not sure of what would hap-

pen next. I heard him as he made an 
unusual grunting sound, which made 
me look up in that direction. When I 
did I saw the buck as he came rush-
ing straight back toward me from 
about 20-25 yards away. I lost focus 
at knocking my arrow, as I think my 
heart stopped beating at that moment. 
He had sensed that I was there during 
the fight maybe, or had heard me as 
I was picking up my bow and came 
back to decide if I was a threat or not. 

Within a fraction of a second he 
was in front of me, and stop just short 
of about 3 feet. He stood there almost 
panting and I could smell his steamy 
breath from that distance. The only 
reaction I had time for was to put my 
bow in front of me and not make eye 
contact, as he stood only for a few 
terrifying seconds studying me and 
then he quickly vanished. This was 
one experience 

I will never forget. Did I ever get 
more bang for my buck that day! I 
learned many lessons from this that 
day; that I needed to consider a way 
out in the future for my own safety, 
that the sequence I used with my call-
ing was perfect and that the length of 
the fight does not have to last long to 
be effective when trying to imitate a 
fight with rattling horns. The other 
thing I was able to confirm, which is 
my constant prayer, is that God was 
along side me in the woods that day.

Article courtesy of www.women-
hunters.com
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New state record MD blue catfish weighs in at 84.28 lbs

Elliott Wilson Trucks

Manufacturer International Model Year 2012 
Model TERRASTAR Price $52,186.00 Color WHITE 
Duty Medium Standard Cab Engine Make International 
Engine Type MAXXFORCE 7  Horsepower 300  
Transmission Automatic Tires 944R - 225/70R19.5 
Rear End Ratio 4.56 

Toll Free - 800-787-2020

GUN BASH
North Beach VFD Oct. 6th. 2012

$45.00 Donation • 12pm to 6pm • Doors open at 11:00
MUST HAVE TICKET TO ENTER

MUST BE 18 YEARS OLD TO PARTICAPATE  
Main ticket gives a chance to win 

28 Guns, 2 ATV’S, Cash
Additional raffles will be available throughout the event.
Winners of ATV’s are responsible for taxes and title fees.

Winner need not be present to win
All gun winners subject to Federal Insta-check to receive gun 

NO CASH SUBSTITUTE FOR GUN PRIZES - 1000 Tickets
$45 Donation Includes Food & Beverages

All Firearms Supplied by Ron’s Bay Pro Shop
Tickets available at the North Beach VFD Ron’s Bay Pro Shop 

Info at WWW.NORTHBEACHFIRE.COM
NBVFDGUNBASH@HOTMAIL.COM

410-257-6564
Cosponsored by Calvert County Chapter Ducks Unlimited 

For the second time this year, the Maryland state blue catfish record has fallen!

Aloha, Oregon resident Ed Jones landed an impressive 84.28 lb. blue 
catfish on August 13, while fishing the tidal Potomac River with professional 

catfishing guide Captain Josh Fitchett. This beautiful fish, which was 
certified by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, was 52 inches 

long and had a girth of 37 inches. Captain Josh, owner of River Cat’n Guide 
Service (www.rivercatn.com), subsequently released the fish back 

into the river, alive and well.

A former Maryland state record holder himself and the 
winner of over 40 regional catfishing tournaments, Cap-

tain Josh has earned a reputation for consistently guiding 
clients to trophy-sized blue catfish. He can be reached by 

phone at 804-836-5220 or 
by e-mail at captainjosh@embarqmail.com.
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As hunters be-
gin to get ready for 
the upcoming sea-
son, another season 

starts before hitting 
the woods and 
fields.  Like 

birds on their annual migration, they 
usually start to arrive in early au-
gust. Some small and specific some 
encased in leather and heavy enough 
to act as an anchor. I am talking 
about none other than the hunting 
catalogs from our favorite outdoor 
retailer. While many have lamented 
the death of print and books, the 
outdoor mega stores have not gotten 
the memo.

Many a hunter looks forward to 
their arrival same with the same ex-
citement as an 8 year old awaiting 
Christmas. What new product with 
arrive this year that will ensure I 
get my limit of ducks, get my 180” 
buck, and shoot enough varmints to 
make Jeremiah Johnson jealous.  

When it comes to gear, I appreci-
ate stuff as much as any sportsmen. 
Good boots, a sharp knife, clothes 
that keep you warm, and f lashlights 
that can signal aircraft on AA bat-
teries are things that I have come to enjoy. 
After I set aside 3 hours to read through 
the latest offering from my favorite out-
door gear pusher, I always make a special 
list. 

This is not the list of things I need for 
the upcoming season, nor is it the list I 

will leave around the house 
hoping some of them will 
wind up under the tree at 
Christmas, but a list of 
items that simply defy log-
ic on why we need them. 

Yeah those items that you wonder, who in 
their right mind would 
buy these things.

The topic of scent 
control has gotten a bit 
out of hand nowadays. 
If you look through the 

catalogs it 
would seem 
if you wear 
anything less 
than a level 
5 biohazard 
suit stepping 
in the woods 
is a waste of 
time since 
the deer will 

smell you immediate-
ly. When did we need 
mouth spray and gum 
to prevent deer from 
smelling our breath in 
order to kill them? I’m 
hunting them, not tak-
ing them on a date and 
hoping to French kiss 
them. I can hear the 
talk in camp. I had old 
drop time coming in on 

a string and then I took a breath and he 
was out there. If only I hadn’t forgotten 
my gum in the truck. 

How about the boom box looking de-
vice that you haul out and attach to a tree 
that sprays out streams of ozone to hide 

your scent. I almost considered one but 
could not get the latte machine option 
to go with it. When it comes to scents, 
sprays, wafers, sticks, and bombs some of 
the guys have some much stuff it makes 
their wives makeup bag look small.

How about an electronic looking ice 
cream cone that is supposes to tell you the 
direction of the wind ($120 for the combo 
pack). Wow I guess the bottle of baby pow-
der I’ve been using the last few years has 
cost me at least 2 pope and young bucks. 
Somebody better send a memo to track-
ers in Africa that the cloth filled with ash 
from the fire last night they’ve been using 
for the last 300 years doesn’t work.

If you are lucky enough to take a 
deer, there a so many things you need 
to need to field dress it. Field dressing 
gloves (made especially for hunters) the 
one’s your heart surgeon uses aren’t good 
enough, scented field wipes to keep your 
hands soft, a butt out tool (don’t even get 
me started), and a rib spreader (cutting a 
stick or having a buddy help are so last 
decade). I’m amazed that our prehistoric 
ancestors managed with just a sharp rock.  

Venturing afield for some ducks in the 
morning and you better not forget your 
set of synchronized swimming f lock of 
ducks (explorer decoy propeller kit op-
tional). They will dip, dive, f ly, shake 
and shimmy for you as their unsuspect-
ing brothers crash in around you. Make 
sure every article of clothing and gear is 
camp dipped and you have the minimum 
six calls around your neck. Before plac-
ing that delicate, fully f locked life like 
decoys back in the truck don’t forget the 
protective socks for their heads.

So as the September hunting season 
near, best of luck afield and shopping.

Now Booking 
2012-2013 Season

Still have openings for 
Snow Geese in Dec & March!

They will book fast!

“The last word”

By Steve Huettner

Let the Season  
(and shopping begin)
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FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2012 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2012 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Used commercial Sporting clay traps. Call 410-
758-1824 for details. 

Wildlife Habitat - Permanent food plots - Please 
call Daryl Haman for more info. 301-855-9519

2006 Arctic Cat 500. Basically unused. $4500.00 
includes trailer.410-253-8891 

2004 Mako 171 CC, 115 Mercury 4stroke, Anod-
ized aluminum I-beam trailer, extras, $9900, 301 625-
9620

2000 Sea pro CC T-Top 150mercury front trolling 
motor galv roller trailer $11900.00 303 hours 301-829-
8980. 

2005 40’ 4 slide out’s 5th wheel montana - 
Sleeps 6-8 - Only used it two seasons - new carpet 
- $28,500 OBO - 240-237-0311 or 410-231-9941

1970 Remington 1100 12 gauge, magnum, 30 inch 
barrel Great condition, $500.00 OBO - Call Mike @ 
443-786-5286

1969 Grade I Browning Superposed Superlight 
12ga O/U,  26 ½” Belgian barrels. $1400 Email hut-
tymddu@gmail for pics or call 410 593-9587.

Benelli Montfeltro Silver 12 ga. wood stock. 
$1,000 240-338-1605

SIKA Booklet - History, Hunting info. 32 pages 
with pictures. Only $12.00 Postage included. 434-
223-7617 or tenbears@centurylink.net

DUCK DECOYS. 100 DIVERS,CANS,BLACKHEA
DS,WHISTLERS.LINES & WEIGHTS $300.CALL 410 
490 7322

Black and yellow Labrador retriever puppies 
from extensive hunting pedigrees due in August.  Info 
@ www.churncreekretrievers.com  or call Ed 443-
480-0775.

FRED BEAR RECURVE FROM 1960’S 
SHOOTABLE,BUT IT’S A COLLECTORS ITEM. $100 
- CALL 410 490 7322 

Cabella’s Alaskan backpack & pack frame. Little 
Used, excellent condition $100 410-490-7322

SIKA SEDUCER by Doug Wigfield. Makes all the 
sika’s vocalizations. Custom made. $35.95 plus S&H 
and MD Tax. Call 443-880-7847 or http://www.doug-
wigfield.com/ 

BLACK LABS READY OCT 27 - Black Lab Pups-
Sire AKC Field Champion X Dam AKC Senior Hunter-
Best lines in the U.S.-All Health clearances-Ph: 443-
521-0193

Take the Kids fishing - 10 spinning rods & reels 
- (some need fixing) plus 2 surf rods & reels $100 410-
490-7322

For Sale - 13 Foxy mate 4 door crab traps - fully 
rigged $5.00 each - Call Jim 410-662-3341

Old shot guns for sale ; 12 ga hammer, 12 ga 
hammer wall hanger, 20 ga bolt. Gaithersburg, MD    
rj889@yahoo.com 

Offshore International Reels for sale - 2 50w 2 
speed $395.00 each - 3 50w $375.00 each - 2 30w 
$325.00 each - 1 50 for $340.00 - Reels updated and 
blueprinted - 410-310-9191

MAINE HUNTING CAMP for sale - 1 acre with 
home with potential for more.  Prudential Northeast 
Properties 207-717-5957 Sharon. MLS# 1055152 

Waterfront home, seperate garage, pier on Tang-
ier Sound. Great fishing, crabbing & hunting. era-
homes4u.com mls#478751. ERA Martin Associates, 
Don Howell

80  acres with blinds and nice house on Chesa-
peake Bay & St Johns Creek.

St Johns Creek ~ 35 acres ~ great hunting. - 3 bed-
room/ 2 bath house with large garage. Janet Livings-
ton, Powell Realtors 443-205-3255

75 waterfront acres, excellent hunting/fishing, 2 
blinds, bulkhead $324,000. Adjacent to Black Water 
Refuge.  Marrie Retallack, Coldwell Banker, 410-310-
3831 

Fishing Sinkers - All Sizes - Call Jim for prices - 
410-662-3341 - Anytime.

Waterfowl hunting club in Kent Co, MD is look-
ing for new members. Visit our website www.rock-
hallgunningclub.com

DEER HUNTING – Cecil County Farms, 558 Ac. 
$900/yr per hunter for all seasons. Good hunting. Call 
302-462-1505.

Hunting Property for lease –  Dorchester County 
- Waterfront farms and inland farms with ponds. Wa-
terfowl, Turkey, Sika, Whitetail and small game - 410-
228-6965.

Hunting farms for rent – Call 410-708-9715.

Illinois deer & turkey hunting  in Adams County. 
Meals and lodging incl. www.McKeeCreekWhitetails.
com.

Waterfowl Hunting – Farms and blinds available 
for lease or by the day hunting on the Eastern Shore. 
Call 410-708-1276.

Private hunting club Memberships available. 
1200 acres Talbot, QA Counties. Deer, turkey & wa-
terfowl. Impoundments, ponds, offshore and shore 
blinds, and flooded timber. 410-708-9851.

Hunting Africa or Alaska? - 4 boxes Remington 
416 Magnum Soft Points $200 - less then dealer cost. 
410-490-7322

Outfitters, guides, gun clubs, and hunt clubs – 
looking for affordable and accurate insurance? Call 
Kiser Commercial Agency for a quick quote at 410-
255-8100.

Dorchester County - 110 acres waterfront - 130 
acres with 2 ponds - Sika - Whitetail - Waterfowl - Tur-
key - Dove - Small game - 410-228-6965

Hunting Club Membership – Equity membership 
for 10 person hunt club available on Asquith Island, 
Dorchester County. Great duck, whitetail, sika hunt-
ing. 250+ acres, lodge, impoundments, woods, marsh, 
6 deer towers, deer stands, shore blinds, boat ramp. 
$79,500. deckrod@yahoo.com, 703-462-2360

Stud Available - Chocolate Lab Junior/Senior 
Field trial Hunter Parents Master Hunters Negative 
EIC Eyes good Hips and Elbow xrays good 410-708-
0495

Illinois Whitetail Bow Hunts - Openings last two 
weeks in October, Lodging available, email jerich-
ards0277@yahoo.com or call 443-375-0277

Trophy White Tail Deer Hunting
Farms for Rent. Club memberships and Day Hunts 

Available on MD Eastern Shore. Call 410-758-1824 
btwn 9am-4pm daily.

 
Dove Hunting
Hunting Over Sun Flowers and Corn. Day Hunts, 

Seasonal Field Leases and Great for Group Outings. 
Call btwn 9am-4pm at 410-758-1824.

HUNTING PROPERTY FOR LEASE - Allegany 
County   Maryland. $900 per hunter..  Deer, turkey, 
bear, small game. rj889@yahoo.com

Waterfowl Farms & Goose Pits For Lease on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore Please Contact Capt. Rich-
ie  443-309-1727

Looking For Hunting Lease – Ethical father and 
15 yr old son looking for deer hunting opportunity. - 
Solid References.  Please Call Dan 610-613-9499

Don’t let the deer smell you. Use the Elimitrax 
System. It is tick & chigger proof. Undetected by pro-
fessional tracking dogs - call 302-697-1752 for more 
info.

Farm For Sale 303 acres Chaptico, MD 5 bedroom 
main house, 2 tenant houses, pond, 3 tobacco barns. 
$1,250,000 Chris Holland, Addison Herring, Inc. 301-
627-4655
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Now Carrying 
Kodabow & 

Parker
Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
•GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2012 “55 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

2012 HUNTING LICENSES

Full Line of  Bowhunting Supplies
BROWNING KNIVES & CLOTHING DOVE SUPPLIES

Stools & Buckets
 Guns & Dove Loads

 Lightweight 
Camouflage

Decoys

Cynergy... 
The Next Step in 
Over and Unders

X-Bolt Browning Rifle - 
Satin Finish Walnut Stock

Maxus All-Purpose
Mossy Oak Break Up Infinity

In Stock...

Citori 725
Sporting Clays & Field Models in Stock

FIREARMS

YOUR FULL LINE DEALER

Citori
Everything YOU Ever Dreamed of....

XS, Sporting Clays and Hunting Models

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns
Available in 10. 12, 20 and 28 Gauge

Mossy Oak Camo, Stalker Composite or Classic, 
Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

Deer Corn 
Available!

Come join us in welcoming 
Chuck Matasic 

at Clyde's Crossbow Clinic 

August 11, 2012
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Fall Open House
September 28, 29 & 30th.

Door Prizes & 
Giveaways!

Factory Reps from
Benelli & Beretta 

on hand!
Huge Discounts!

Federal 
Ammo on 

Sale!


